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Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT. 


. peared in the world, but has been either ſer- 
villy flattered by the deſigning, or baſely tra- 
duced by the emulous and unworthy part of mankind. 
Tux xx is a kind of perfection, whach may be called 
infinite. This perfection is allowed to no human crea- 
ture. Therefore, the greateſt genius may have a weak - 
neſs, which — Voda frailty ns is to be 
charge with it,) may render the greateſt and beſt cha- 
racter obnoxious to the envy and ill · nature of ungene- 
rous men, who ſee and hear the excellencies of others 
with impatience and diſlike. 
Wirnour entering, in the uſual ſtrain of bi 
0s in a prolix preface or, introduction; I will in- 
orm my readers, that the following ſheets contain the 
memoirs and anecdotes of Dr. Swirr, faithfully de- 
livered, without prejudice or partiality,' which, it is to 
be hoped, will be received with an equal ſpirit by the 
public. | | 414 
Doctor Swirr was born in Hoey's-alley, in Ver- 
burgb's pariſh, in the city of Dublin, the thirtieth of 
November, in the year ſixteen hundred and ſixty -ſeven z 
and was carried into England, ſoon after his bink, by 
his nurſe, who being under a neceſſity of going to that 
kingdom, and having a fondneſs for the child, not un- 
common in 1r;/ nurſes, conveyed him on ſhip-board, 
without the conſent or knowledge of his . mother or 
A f relations, 


T HERE is perhaps no great man that ever ap- 
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relations, and kept him with her at Vhitebawen, in 
Cumberland, for three years. | 
- Pars: event gave birth to ſeveral fictitious ſtories 
concerning the dean, and made his return ſeem as if 
he had been tranſplanted from England to Ireland. 
And ſome people imagine, the dean would willingly in- 
| Fire different nations to contend for his birth , by 

e colour of this extraordinary event. 

Tas ſuppoſition was owing to a peeviſh humour in 
the dean, who, whenever he was provoked at the in- 


gratitude of Ireland, was heard to ſay, © I am not of 


4“ this vile nee I am an Exgliſoman. This ex- A 
preſſion, though figu 


rative, was often taken in a literal 


ſenſe by thoſe who were not capable to enter into the 


true ſpirit of the Dean. Mr. Porz ſeems to confirm 


the world in this opinion, by an expreſſion 'in one of 


his letters to the dean, viz. 4 Though one or two 
« of aur friends are gone ſince you ſaw your native 
& country.” But the dean, in cool temper, never de- 
nied that he was a native of Jre/and: Nay, he fre- 
quently pointed out to his friends, the houſe he was 
born in. | OREN 1 
Tue was another whimfical conjecture concerning 

the illegitimacy of the Dean's birth, which is ifrefra- 
| alſe. Sir WILTIIAu TeMPLE was employed 
.as a miniſter abroad, from the year ſixteen hundred 
and fixty-five, to the year ſixteen hundred and ſeventy : 
Firſt at Brufels, and afterwards at the Hague, as may 
be found by his correſpondence with the earl of Az- 
LINGTON, and other miniſters of ſtate. Hence it fol- 
lows, that doctor Swir T's mother, who never croſſed 
the ſea, except from England to Ireland, could not 
poſſibly have a perſonal correſpondence with Sir WII- 
Liam TEMPLE, till ſome years after the Dean's birth. 


* 


; Cen avealthy cities content for Homer dead, | 
egg d his bread. 


Tux 
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Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT. 3 
Tur Dean's anceſtors were perſons of reputable cha- 
raters; but, it muſt be owned, he was the ingenious 
Herald who blaſoned the dignity of their arms. + 
His grand-father was the reverend Mr. Thomas 
wirr, vicar of Goodridge, near Roſs, in Hereford- 
.. He had a ſmall patrimony in that county, which 
b is gin in poſſeſſion of his great-grand-ſon, DeaN 

vier, Eſq; He died in the year fixteen hundred and 
fifty-eight, leaving ſix ſons, Goopwin, Thomas, | 
Dxypin, WILLIAM, JONATHAN, and Apam. Two. 


ot of of them only, Goopwin and JonaTran left male 
ek. WW \luc. | | 

teral WF Tus deſcendants of Goopwry are mentioned in 
the WWF Gviriim's beraldry. JonaTHAN married Mrs. Ap1> 
firm air Erick, of Leicefler/ſoire, by whom he had one 
e of daughter and a ſon. 4 
two Tus daughter was born in the firſt year of Mr. 
tive Swirr's marriage; but he lived not to fee the birth 
1 of his ſon f, who was called JoxArTHAu, in meme 

re- 


of his father, who was afterwards the remarkable and 


was famous dean of St. Patrick's, | 

* Tur principle part of Mr. JoxAT HAU Swirr's 
ning income depended upon agencies, and other employ» 
efra- ments of that nature : So that moſt 6f his fortune died 
oyed with himſelf: And the remainder, being the chief ſup- 
dred port that his widow could enjoy, Mr. Goopwin 
nty : SWIFT, her huſband's elder brother, voluntarily be- 
may came their guardian; took upon him the care, tuition 
Ax- and expence of her two children; and by his ſingular 
t fol- affection and humanity, ſupplied the loſs which they 
oſſed ſuſtained in a father. | | | 
not Mrs. Swirr, about two years after her huſband's 
N11. deceaſe, quitted Ireland, and retired to Leiceſter, the 


place of her nativity. | a 

IT is a difficult matter to draw preſages from the 
diſpoſitions and tendencies of children. The faculties 
of the mind ſhine, at different ages, in different men. 


nn * 


—— 


I Doctor Swift avas born two months after his fa- 
ther's death, | 0 - | 
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The infancy of doctor SwirT was in no particulat 
remarkable. At ſix years old he was ſent to ſchool to 
Killkenny, and about eight years afterwards he was 

entered a ſtudent of Trinity college in Dublin. 1 
He lived there in a regular manner, and particu- 
' larly obedient to the Ratutes : But his ſeverity of tem- 
per often rendered him diſagreeable to his fellow col. 
legiates; upon which account he was neither regarded 
nor beloved by them. The academical exerciſes were 
in ſome degree diſagreeable to his genius, as he could 
not eaſily apply to any ſtudy that did not carry ſome 
11 pleaſure in the application.: Logic and metaphyſics he 
'F held in intire- contempt ; and was often heard to turn 
[ l mathematics and natural philoſophy into ridicule, His 
14 chief ſtudies were hiſtory and poetry; in theſe he made 
a ſurpriſing progreſs, but he gave ſo little attention to 
all other branches of ſcience, when he appeared as a 
| candidate for the degree of a batchelor of. arts, he 
pl was {et aſide on account of inſufficiency. This inci- 
N dent in the Dean's life is ſurpriſing, but the fact is un- 
1 doubtedly true; for even on a ſecond examination, he 
FT obtained his admiſſion, fpeciali gratia: a phraſe which 
| in that univerſity conveys the greateſt marks of re- 
roach, It is an ignominious degree, and the record 
of it, (though great a man as he afterwards proved to 
be,) will ever remain againſt him in the academical re- 
giſter of the college. Diſappointments, the earlier 
they happen in life, the deeper impreſſion they make 
in the mind. Swirr probably was provoked at the 
treatment he received in Ireland, and therefore re- 
dolved to finiſh his ſtudies in Oxford. | 
HoweveR,: that he might be admitted ad eundem, 
he was obliged to carry with him the eſimonium of 
his degree. The phraſe fpeciali gratia, is only pecu- 
liar to the univerſity of Dublin; ſo that the members 
of the college of Oxford conſtrued them words in 
Swirr's favour, and imagined they ſignified a degree 
conferredin reward of extraordinary merit. It is na- 
tural to think he did not take any pains to undeceive 
them, and was in conſequence of his te/timonium, im- 


mediately admitted ad cundem. 10 


— 


Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT. # 
s choſe to enter himſelf at Hart- hall, near Hart- 
VHordſpire college, where he conſtantly reſided, except 
in vacation time, when he viſited his mother at Lei- 
cefter, and Sir WILLIAM TRUrTE at Moore part. He- 
continued in this univerſity, until he took out his de- 
gree as maſter of arts, which was in the year ninety- 
one. In the year of the revolution, Goopwin 
Swirr, the Dean's uncle, fell into a lethargy or do- 
tage, which in a ſhort time deprived: him of his ſpeech 
and memory, and incapacitated- him from being ſer- 
viceable to his friends or relations. But, as if provi- 
dence had ordained that no accident ſhould deprive the 
world of fo great a genius, Sir WILLTau TeMyLE, 
(whoſe lady was related to doctor Swirr's mother,) 
2 ſupported his education at Oxford. This 
piece of humanity in Sir WILLIAM TeameLe, inſtead 
of meeting with the juſt applauſe it merited, was con- 
firued to proceed from a conſciouſneſs, that he was the 
rcal father of the dean, and that otherwiſe'it was im- 
poſſible to think, he would be fo ſingularly munificent 
to a youth, who was but a diſtant relation to his wife. 
Sous imagine the Dean himſelf acquieſced in the 
calumny ; but it is impoſſible to be certain in this par- 
ticular, except vanity would induce him to think, like 
ALEXANDER, the natural fon of JuriTER would ap- 
| pear more glorious, than the legitimate ſon of Pni- 
LIP. | | 5 1 | 
Wittiam Swirr, uncle to the Dean, gave the 
Wl ercateſt marks of affection to his nephew, by repeated 
aas of friendſhip. The following letter of the dean's, 
not only confirms this, but alſo gives a ſpecimen of his 
3 1 of writing and thinking at that period of his 
. 2 9 
Moore-park, Nov. 29, 1692. 
8 IR, EY 2 
„5 iter told me, you was pleaſed (when foe wat 
here } to wonder, I did fo ſeldom write to you: 
been ſo kind, to impute it neither to ill 
e reſpect. I ahways N 
; thought that ſufficient from one, *vho'bas-afs 
ray, been but too troubleſome to you: befides I knew © 
15 A 3 Jour 


Manners 
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your avenſion to impertinence, and God knows ſa very 
| elſe: for I am often tao or three months without ſeeing 
any body befides the family; and mow. my fifler is gone, 
Jam likely to be more ſolitary than before. I am flill to 
- #hank you for your care in my teſtimonium, and it waz 


10 very good purpoſe, for I never was more ſatisfied than 
an the behaviour of the univerſity of Oxford to me. I 


muore obliged in a few weeks to firangers, than ever I 


| 4 huppeſe, he believes T ſhall leave him, and upon Jone i 


| or doing you any ſatisfaction by * letters, 1 ſhould bt 
it by all others. Tam ſorry my fortune ſhould fling me j 7 | 
| have the happineſs to ſee you ſome time or other. Pra 


' his writings. His genius or learning did not at this 


eating an immoderate quantity of fruit. To this WW 
ſurfeit he was often heard to aſcribe, that giddineſs in 


reaſon lay burie 


Gate a life as mine can furniſh a letter with litil. 


had all the civilities I could wiſh for, and ſo mam 
8 Favours, that I am aſhamed to have been 
was in ſeven years to Dublin college; I am not to tau 
orders ti the. king ' gives me à prebendary: and Sir 
WILLIAu TEMPLE, tho he promiſes me the tertainty 
of it, yet is (eſs forward than I could wiſh; becauſe, 


accounts, he thinks me a little neceſſary to him 
| VI were entertainment, 


every glad to perform it that way, as 1 am bound to do 
far from the beſt of my relations, but hope that I. Gall I 


my humble ſervice to my good aunt, and the reſt of my 
relations, if you pleaſe. 


In thee fow lines, there is not the leaſt appear- 
ance of that ſpirit, which appeared afterwards in all 


time arrive to any degree of ripeneſs. | A 
As ſoon as the dean quitted the univerſity. of Ox- Wl 
Ford, he reſided at Sir WILLIAM TemeLE's houſe, in 
the eaſe and tranquility of a friend and companion. 
Is two years after he quitted Oxford, he laboured 
under a dangerous and tedious UYlneſs, contracted by 


his head, which, with irregular intermiſſions, purſued i 
him until it reduced him to that condition, in which 
d in the bodies grave, . - 

+. 4:1 +: 


Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT. 5 
very . Wuen he was ſufficiently recovered, he was adviſed - 
litth by his phyſicians to travel. He went to Ireland, to 
eeing try the effects of the change of air; and finding much 
gone, benefit by the journey, returned to England, and was 
ll to received by Sir WILL IAu TEMPLE, with extreme af- 
ua fection. „ . 5 
than In the Dean's abſence, Sir WILLIAM removed from 
. 1 BE Moore Park, to Sheene, where he was frequently viſited 
mam Wi by Kine William, this gave the Dean an opportu- 
been nity of converſing with that prince, who, in ſome con- 
= verſation with the Dean, offered to make him a cap- 
WS tain of horſe, This kind propoſal he modeſtly declined, 
ass he had before reſolved to take orders, The Dean's 
WE refuſing this advantageous offer, is not to be admired | 
at, ſince all his reſolutions, during his whole Life, were 
WT moſt ſpleneticly immovable. In conſequence of this 
reſolution he again went to Feland, and got himſelf in- 
to orders. | „„ 5 | 
Sis WilLLiam TEMPLE recommended him to 
Lord CarEL, then lord-deputy, who 8 him the 
firſt vacancy which happened to be a Prebend worth 
an hundred pounds a year. The Dean was ſoon wear yx 
of this ee ; he judged the income inſufficient, 
and at too great a diſtance from the metropolis, which 
5 him of that kind of Society in which he de- 
lighted. _ 5 
Hs was glad, therefore, to reſign his Prebend, which 
he procured for a friend, and returned to Sheene, where 
be lived as uſual, till the deceaſe of Sir WII LIAN 
Trurrz, who left him the care and truſt of publiſhing 
bis poſthumous works, beſiges a legacy in money. | 
Taxe Dean, during his reſidence with Sir WILLIAM 
Teuer, contraſted an acquaintance, whom he after- 
wards celebrated in his works, under the name of $TzL- 
r. This lady's real name was JounsoN. She was 
the daughter of Sir WILLIAM Tzurrz's ſteward, and 
indiſputably the wife of doctor SwirT. Sir WILLIAM 
TemeLe, bequeathed her in his will, one thouſand 
pounds, in conſideration of her father's fidelity. 
SHE was married to the Dean in the year ſeventeen 
hundred and ſixteen, by doctor AsnE, then biſhop of 
Clogber. | ae. N 
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Tuis Mrs. Jounson, was 2 moſt amiable, and a- 
greeable woman, endued with many perfections of 
erſon and mind. Her underſtanding was ſtrong and 
elevated; yet ſhe retained that ſoftneſs and 1 
peculiar to her ſex. Her voice was ſweet and harmo- 
Nious.z her wit poignant, yet not ſevere ; her manners 
were polite, eaſy, humane and unreſerved. Where- 
ever fre appeared, ſhe attracted attention and eſteem. 
She was religious without oftentation, and remarkably 
prudent in all her actions. She had great kill in 
muſic, and was perfectly well acquainted, with all 
branches of learning, that are neceſſary for the ac- 
compliſhment of a fine lady; in ſhort, ſhe vas i 


Auma lovelieft of the lovely kind, ph 
In body perfect, and compleat in mind. 


HomeR, 


 Troven this lady had all theſe accompliſhments, he 
could not prevail on the Dean to acknowledge her pub- 
lickly as his wife. He was in many particulars in his 
life very fingular and in nothing more than refuſing to 
own ſo eftimable a jewel. Whether it was the mean- 
neſs of her birth, or affecting to be thought too much 
the philoſopher, to be a prey to love, is uncertain, 
Tux Dean and Mrs. Jonxson, managed with ſuch 
art, nothing appeared in their conduct, beyond the li- 
mits of platonic love. They lived in ſeparate houſes, 
he at the deanery, ſhe in lodgings on Ormond-guay, 
When they converſed together, they always had wit- 
neffes by, a rule they obſerved ſo inviolably, it would 
perhaps be impoſſible to prove they had ever been to- 
gether, without ſome third perſon. | 
Tuis extraordinary conduct gave riſe to various con- 
jectures and reflexions. Some imagined ſhe had been 
is ſiſter, and daughter to Sir WILLIAM TEU IL B, and 
that he married her, before he made this diſcovery. 
But this conjecture was falſe and groundleſs. * 
Tnovon this lady was ſtrictly virtuous, yet her 
love and reſpect for the Dean were ſuch, ſhe ſubmitted 
to the cenſure of the world, and ſupported herſelf un- 
der all diſadvantages, with great chearfulneſs. How- 


the de 
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Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT. 17 
ever, the anxiety of her mind, which ſhe endeavoured 
to conceal even from the Dean, threw her into a linger- 


ing decay, of which ſhe died, in 7 anuary ſeventeen 


hundred and twenty-ſeven, - abſolutely deſtroyed by the 
Ng of her fate. — 

THE 
her death without a ſigh, and immoderately bewailed 
her when dead, whom he cruelly- treated when living. 

Upon the death of Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE, the 
Dean went to London, and delivered a petition to Kine 
Wil IIA, putting him in mind of a promiſe made by 
his Majeſty to Sir WILLIAM TREMurIE, That Mr. 
Sævift, ſhould have the firſt vacancy which might 
* happen among the Prebends of Veſiminſter or 
Canterbury. The Petition was totally forgotten, 
though the Dean was not wanting in aſſiduity on his 
ſide. From this diſappointment, he probably contract- 
ed that diſlike to kings and courtiers, which 1s ſo gene- 
rally diſperſed throughout all his writings. 

AFTER a painful attendance at court, the Dean gave 
up all thoughts of a beneficein England. He dedicated 
Sir WiLLiam TEmPLE's works to the king, which had 
no manner of effect, nor did his majeſty take the leaſt 
notice of him after his friend's death. Pride hindered 
the Dean from continuing in ſuch a ſtate of deſpondency, 
and therefore he —_— of an invitation from the earl 
of BErKLEY, (appointed one of the lords juſtices in 
Ireland) to attend him as his chaplain and private ſecre- 
tary. Lord BzrxLey landed near Waterford, and the 
Dean acted as ſecretary during the whole journey to 
Dublin. But, one Bus n, an attendant of lord BERXKLEx'sS 
inſinuated himſelf ſo far in his lordſhip's favour, that 
the dean was diveſted of that office, which was imme- 
diately filled by Mr. Busu. This was another diſap- 
pointment to ſour the Dean's temper ; the treatment 


ſenſi 
titled, The Diſcovery. ' 


Dvrine the government of the earls of BERKIET 


and GaLLwar, who were jointly lords juſtices of Ire- 


land 


ean was never known to ſpeak of her after 


was Judged injurious, . and the Dean demonſtrated his 
ility of it in a ſhort ſatyrical copy of verſes, en- 


* 
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land, two livings, Laracor and Rathbeggan, were 
_ "conferred on the dean, which were worth two hundred 
and fixty pounds a year, the only church preferments 
he enjoyed until he was appointed dean of St, Pa. 
trick, in the year ſeventeen hundred and thirteen, 
As ſoon as he had taken poſſeſſion of his two livings, 
he went to reſide at Laracor, and gave public no. 
tice to the pariſhoners, that he would read prayers on 
every Wedneſday and Friday. Upon the following 
Wedneſday the bell was rung, and the Dean attended 
in his deſk, when after having ſat ſome time, and 
finding the congregation to conſiſt only of himſelf and 
His clerk ROGER, be begins with great compoſure and 
8 but with a turn peculiar to himſelf, © Dearly 
beloved Rocer, the ſcripture moveth you and me 
in ſundry places.” And then proceeded regular 
through the intire ſervice. This circumſtance, though 
trifling, ſnews the Dean could not oppoſe a vein of 
humour whenever he had a fair opportunity of ex. 
erting it. This is a particular example of his hu. 
mour, I ſhall now give a particular inſtance of his 
pride. 1 
2 Tux Dean, as I mentioned before, was chaplain to 
'Jord 'BexxLEY. His own fiſter, by conſent and ap- 
probation of her uncles and relations, was marryed to 
a man in trade, whoſe fortune, character and fituati- 
on, were eſteemed, by all her, friends, ſuitable for 
her in every reſpect. But the marriage was entire) 
diſagreeable to her brother. It ſeemed to interrupt 
thoſe towering views, which he had long ſince figured 
to himſelf; he grew outragious at the thoughts d 
being brother-in-law to a tradeſman, nor could be, 
even by the intreaties of his mother, be reconciled to 
his fiſter, though ſhe came over deſignedly from 
"Leiceſter on that account. His mother returned in 4 
3 time to Leiceſter, where ſhe continued till het 
cath. | ] 
Dourinc the life time of the Dean's mother, be 
ſcarce ever failed to pay her an annual viſit. His 
manner of travelling was as ſingular as any other d 
his actions. He often went in a waggon, but mort 
. | freqent! 


Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT. »$ 
frequently walked from Holyhead to Leiceſter, London,. 
or any other part of England. He generally choſe. 
to dine with waggoners, hoſtlers, and perſons of that. 
rank; and he uſed to lie. at night in houſes where he: 
found written over ther door, lodgings far @ penny. 
The Dean delighted in ſcenes of low life; the vulgar 
converſation was not only a fund of humour for him, 
but probably was acceptable to his nature. Other- 
wiſe it would be hard to determine, how ſo many 
indecent ideas and expreſſions, could enter into 
his head, as appear in ſame of his writings. A cloſe 
confinement at Laracar, was in no meaſure ſuitable to. 
his turn of mind. He was continuallx making ex- 
curſions not only to Dublin, and other parts of Fe- 
land, but into. Exglana, eſpecially. ta. London. Thus, 
a rambling diſpoſition proved a very great loſs to him. 
The rich deanery of Derry became vacant at this. 
time, and was intended for him by Lord BerxLey, 
if doctor Kine, then biſhop of Derry, and afterwards. 
arch-biſhop af Dublin, had not interpoſed: entreating 
that the deanery might be given to.ſome grave ſedate 
divine, rather than to. ſo. young a man; Becauſe. 
(added the biſhop) the ſituation of Derty is in the 
midſt of Preſbiterians, and I ſhould be glad of a 
*. clergyman who could be of aſſiſtance to me. I have 
no objections ta Mr. SWI Y. E know him to be a 
* ſprightly ingenious young man; but inſtead of ro- 
*. ſiding, I dare ſay, he will be eternally flying back- 
« wards and-forwards to London, and therefore I en- 
6 2 that he. may be. provided for in ſome. other 

place.“ 1433 

Tus Dean was aecordingly ſet aſide on account of 
his youth; but, as if his ſtars had; deſtined to him a 
parallel revenge, he lived to ſee the biſhap of Der 
— 5 aſide on — of age. 4 

HEN the primacy became vacant, he immediately 
made claim to it; a preferment to which his univer- 
fally acknowledged merit had an undoubted xight, ex. 
eluſive of his ſtation in the. e of Dublin. Nothi 
would do, he was looked upon as too far advanced in 
Tear to. be removed. The reaſon alledged was as. 
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aun houſe, without rifing from his chair, and made 
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alling as the refaſal itſelf; however, the archbiſhy 
had no opportunity for reſentment, except to the ney | 
Primate, doctor BouLTer, whom he received at h Jet 


it i 
an apology to him, by ſaying, in a merry ſtrain off am 
| ur, © My Lord, I am certain your grace wil the 
* forgive me, becauſe you know 1 am tes old to ris: "MR (uf 


Ið the year 1701, the Dean took his doctor's degret 
and towards the cloſe of that year, king WiLL1ay 
died. Queen AsNng's reign will open a large ant 

new ſcene, in which the Dean was not inactive. 
| Upon! the death of king WILLIAM, and acceſſion} 


of queen Anne, doctor Swirr came into Eng/o WW Po 
Then his genius, his politics, his wit and Jeartiin be. 
appeared. The chief miniſters of that queen's reion, ev 
_ diſtinguiſh them as you. pleaſe, under the titles d re 
Whigs or tories, high church and low chureh, wen the 
undiſputably great encouragers of learning, and p co: 
*trons of learned men. The wits and poets of tha red 
_ 'zra, were numerous and eminent. Yet high abou int 
them all, appeared the Dean. ſat 
5 3 ante alins pulcherrimmns ome, 7 
iert. je ſocium Æneas, atque agmina jungit. 1 
4s a diſſertation upon the word whigs and tori, fav 
the following deſcription is tollerable good. % car 
are tæus creatures ; awho art born with a fecret . to 
-<. tipathy to each other, and engage as naturally, aua in 
they meet, as the Elephant and Rhinoceros." . | we 
Tus firſt miniſtry of queen Auxx, was in the mix cor 
ture of theſe jarring animals; but the whigs had ob of 
tained the greateſt ſhare in the -adminiftration, an ma 
with furprizing induſtry ſoom ingroſſed the whole ſev 
and confined the queen within their own bounds. hur 
Tux queen, whonaturally inclined towards the torin ll pre 
remained an indignant priſoner to the whigs, for ſome 4 
years, until HaxLEY, the nation's g upport, emu 0 
— her from thoſe reluctant . diſeoncereii 7:4 
all the whiggiſh ſchemes, ſecuring the princeſs on l 5 
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fide the remainder of her life, defending her with new 
troops, under the command of the duke of OxMmony. 

Tur Dean was well known to the chiefs of each 
denomination, and although he declar'd for the tories, 
it is beyond all diſpute he was bred up and educated 
among the oppoſite party. His motives for deſerting 
the one, and attaching himſelf to the other, appear 
ſufficiently in his works. | 

Tux perſons who had at this time diſtinguiſh'd them- 
{elves by the name of whigs, renounc'd thoſe prin» 
ciples, by which the old whigs were denoted, and had 
embraced ſeveral of thoſe tenets, of which their fore- 


fathers had either a real, or pretended abhorrencg. 
| Power and ambition are boundleſs in their effects, they 


bewilder our faculties, ſubvert our refolutions, and 
even change our very nature. No metamorphoſe can 
produce a paralel equal to the change that appears in 
the ſame man, when from a patriot he becomes a 
courtier : yet it may be aſſerted, . and muſt evidently 
redound to the honour of the Dean, that when he. rote 
into the favour and eſteem of thoſe great. men, wha 
fat at the helm of affairs, during the laſt years of queen 
Axx's reign, , he ſcarce ever loſt himſelf, or 8105 
giddy by the plenitude of power, and the exal 
ation of frequently appearing in the confidence and 
favour of the reigning miniſter. He may have been 
carryed away by inconſiderate paſſion, but he was not 
to be ſwayed by deliberate evil. He may have erred 
in judgment, but he was upright in intention. The 
welfare and proſperity of theſe kingdoms, were the 
conſtant aim of his politics, and the immediate ſubject 
of his thoughts and writings. There is ſcarce any 
material circumſtance in the Dean's life, from the year 
ſeventeen hundred and two, till the year ſeventeen 
hundred and ten. The Dean, during this interval, had 


projected thoſe ſchemes that ruin d the whiggiſh in- 


tereſt, and ſmooth'd a road for the tories to the queen. 
He prov'd to the tories what CæSsARM was tothe Nor 
mans, a leader of their armies, and an hiſtoriographer 
of their triumphs, He reſided in England moſtly, 
where his inclinations always were,  _ 
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16 -; MEMOIRS 
His intimacy commenced with lord ALS 25 


appears in his works, in October 1709. In a poem 
written in the year 1713, he ſays, 


"Tis: (let me ſee) three years and more, 
(Ocgober next it will be four) 
ince HAR LRV bid me firſt attend, 


And choſe me for an humble friend. 


| Anp again, in another poem written in \ the fame 
year: 


My lord would carry on the jeſt, 

And down to Windſor take his gueſt. 
Swirr much admires the place and air, 
And longs to be a canos there. 


ar 
A canon ! that's a place too mean, D 
No, doctor, you ſhall be a dean. m 
5 th 

By this quotation, as well as many more in the 
Dean's works, a ſettlement in England was what he of 
aim'd at; ſo that his promotion to a deanery in Jreland, m 
he look'd upon rather as a diſappointment than a * m 
ward to his merit. In a letter to Mr. Ga x, he ſays, © ec 
the beſt and greateſt part of my life, until theſe laſt W 
© eight years, I ſpent in England. There I made er 
© my friendſhips, and there I left my defires. I am ar 
C Sema for ever to another country,, de 
Id anſwer to a letter from Mr. Porz, who bad te 
el incence to him, as to a tutelar ſaint in a ſtate al 
of ſeparation, he writes thus.“ You are an ill catholic, ut 
* or a worle geographer , for I can aſſure you, Ireland ki 
© 15 not a paradiſe; and 1 appeal even to a Spaniſb 0! 

8 divine, whether addreſſes were ever made to a friend 
in hell or purgatory. 1 There are many more fr 
expreſſions to this purpoſe in the Dean's writing, al 
which confirm his dillike to a ſettlement in rer b 


wm 
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From the year 1710, to the lateſt period of queen 
Anne, he was active in behalf of the miniſters, com- 
bating every bullet or ſquib that was thrown againſt 
them, and maintaining their cauſe in pamphlets, poems, 
and weekly papers. e 

In one of his letters to Mr. Porz, he has this ex- 
preſſion; © I have converſed in ſome freedom with 
© more miniſters of ſtate, of all parties, than uſually 
© happens to men of my level; and I confeſs, in their 
capacity as miniſters, I look upon them as a race 
© of people whoſe: acquaintance no man would court 


© otherwiſe than on the ſcore of yanity, or ambi- 


* tion.* ® | | 
LoxvOxroDd through the politeneſs of a gentleman, 
and a ſcholar, might appear open and unreſery'd to the 
Dear; but as a miniſter of ſtate, he ever appear'd 
my ſterious and ænigmatical, delivering his oracles, like 
the delphian deity, in occult ambiguous terms. 
Tu dean found himſelf much careſs'd by the earl 
of OxrorD, and knew how uſeful he was to the ad- 
miniſtration in general: And in one of his letters, he 
mentions that the place of hiſtoriographer was intend- 
ed for him. But it is highly probable his imagmation 
was his only authority for his expectation of this 
employment, ſince it is evident he remain'd without 
any preferment till the year 1713, when he was made 
dean of Sz. Patrick's. In point of profit and in- 
tereſt ſuch a deanery might be eſteem'd no inconſider- 
able promotion ; but as his ambition was ever bent 
upon a ſettlement in England, a dignity in another 
kingdom muſt appear (as many believe it was defigned) 
only an honourable and profitable baniſhment. * -- 
Ir is poſſible the Dean might occaſion his Engli/b 
friends to wiſh him happily and properly promoted 
at a diſtance. The Dean was employ'd, not truſted 
by the miniſtry, and at the ſame time he imagin'd 
he dived into the deepeſt receſſes of their politics;'he 
was permitted only to ſound the ſhallows near the 


* 
* 
6 * 


Lerter 4. Vol. 7. | 
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ace, and Was ſcarce allowed to deſcend below the 
froth at the top. The deeper bottoms were perhapy 


I | too muddy for his inſpection. __ ee ot 
Bux reflections of this ſort, his diſappointment in the 
1 . an Exgliſè bilhoprick may be accounted for; though * 
6 I be imagined he owed it to a juint appiecation made tha 
| == againſt him to the Queen by doctor SHARPE, arch- how 
1 bithop of Jorg, and by a lady of che higheſt rank and the 
14 Character. Archbiſhop. SHñARPE, according to the . hin 
71 Dean's account, had repreſented him to the Queen as a g 
iT | a perſon who, was not a chriſtian; the great lady had ne 
1 ſupported the aſperſion; and the Queen, upon ſuch of 
| aſlurances, had given away the biſhoprick contrary to no 
her firſt reſolutions. The Dean laſh'd vehemently at the BM mi: 
biſhop and the lady, but kept within ſome bounds 
when he ſpoke of the Queen. | „ 
. Taz Dean, in fact, had no reaſon for a long time to F 
rejoyce in a living in Ireland. Upon his arrival in 17 
that kingdom, to take poſſeſſion of the deanery, he and 
found the violence of party raging in that country to 
the higheſt degree. 'The common people were in- 
ſtructed to look upon him as a jacobite, and they Pat 
proceeded ſo far in their malice againſt him, as to Fir 
— ſtones and dirt at him as he paſſed through the Du 
reets. 
Tas chapter of St. Patrick's, like the reſt of the * 
kingdom, received him with great reluctance. They . 
oppoſed him in every point he propoſed. He was * 
avoided as a peſtilence, and inſulted as an invader, F 
He was marked out as an utter enemy to his country, per 
Such was his firſt reception as Dean of St. Patrick's.. . 
A man of fewer talents, leſs reſolution and abili- Lit 
ties than the Dean, never could vanquiſh ſo many the 
outragious . oppoſitions, /ed contra audentior ibat. He m0 
knew too much of human nature to be inſenſible that Th 
the paſſions of low ſelf-intereſted minds ebb and flow it. 
continually, Their affections are vague and unſettled, 
they love they know not who, they hate they knov 
not why : they are captivated by words, guided by 
names, and governed by accidents, The revolutions / 
of this world are moſt unaccountable. The Dean 
was now the deteſtation of the rabble, and yet lived Bl 555 


to 
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to be the moſt abſolute monarch over them that ever 
d men. e 

5 His Frl. ſtep was to reduce his reverend brethren 
the chapter of St. Patrick's to reaſon and obedience z 
in this he ſucceeded ſo perfe&ly and expeditioully, 
that in a ſhort time after his arrival, not one mem: 
ber of that body preſumed to contradict him even in 
the moſt minute matters. On the contrary, they held 
him in the higheſt reſpe& and veneration. Thus in 
a ſhort time, inſtead of being deſpiled and.oppoſed, 
he ſat in the chapter houſe like Juri ER in the ſynod 
of the Gods. Whether fear or conviction were the 
motives, this immediate change is not eaſily deter: 
mined, but certain it is A 9 
Viro phebi chorus aſſurrexerit omnis, l Y 

Tu Dean ſtayed no longer in Ireland in the year 
1713, than was requiſite to eſtabliſh himſelf as Dean, 
and to paſs through (take it in his own - phraſe) 


| All vexations, 

Patents, inſtalments, abjurations, "ff Why 

Firſt fruits, and tenths, and chapter-treats, 

Dues, payments, fees, demands, and—cheats, _ 


| DvurinG the time of theſe ceremonies he kept a 
conſtant correſpondance with his friends in England, 
all of whom were eminent in, either birth; ſtation or 
abilities. en D 
TE world has already ſeen a long ſeries of eorreſ- 
pendenee between the Dean and Mr; Por E. Hows 
ever, I will inſert a letter of Mr. Pope's, dated the 
latter end of the year 1713; in anſwer to one from 
the Dean, wherein he made a merry offer of a ſum of 
money to induce Mr; Pops to change his religion, 
8 wit of the letter will excuſe the introduction of 
t. + "03 BR. 36 e 
Binfield, December 8, 17 N 
N OT to trouble you at preſent with a'recital of a 
| V my obligations to you, I ſhalkonly mention two 
things, which "I take particularly kind of you's 
Jour defire that I. ſhould. 2 7 to you, and your propoſui 
3 


% 


of giving me twenty guineas to change my religin, 
awhich laſt you muſt give me leave to make the ſubjed of 
bi letter.. e a4 e 243i 
; © Sure no clerg yman ever offered ſo much out f his oau 
purſe for the ſake of any religion. | 'Tis almoſt as may i 
mitces of gold, as an apoſtle could get of filver from the 
| e old, on a much more valuable confuderation. 1 
eve it vill be better. worth my <while to propoſe 2 
change of my faith by ſubſcription, than atranſ/lation of 
HougR. Aud to convince you, how well diſpoſed I an 
#aithe reformation, 1ſhall be content, if you can prevail 
auth my lord treaſurer, and the miniſtry, to riſe to th if 
jam ſum, each of | them, on this pious account, as mM 
lord HAL LITAX has done on the prophane one. I am a. 
fraid there's no being at once a poet and a good chriſtian, 
and I am wery much ſtraiined betaveen two, while the 
whigs ſeem willing to contribute as much, to continu 
ane the ane, as you would, to make me the other, But, 
if you can move every man in the government, who haz 
above ten thouſand pounds a year, to ſubſcribe as much 
a4 yourſelf, I ſhall become à convert, as maſt men di, 


*uhen the LorD farms it to my intereſt. 1 know they ll 


bave the trith of religion ſo much at heart, that theyd 
certainly give more to have one good ſułject tranſiatel 
From popery to the church of England, than twenty hea- 
theniſh' authors out of any unknown tongue into ours, 
I therefore, commiſſion you, Mr. DEAN, with full aw 
thority, to tranſadt this affair in my name, and to n- 
13 Firſt, that as 0 the head of our church, | 
Abe pope, I may engage to renounce his power, -whenſe: 
ever I ſhall receive any particular indulgences from tht 
head of your church, the queen. | | 
A, to communion: in one hind, I ſhall alſo promiſe to 
 fhange it for communion in both, as ſoon as the miniſin 
© Por invocations to ſaints, mine ſhall be turned to at 
+ * ont i finmers, when IL.ſpall find the great ones of 
"this world as willing to do me any good, as I believt 
Ne the other are. | oy hed gh VE 3 
Tun fee I/ball not be obſlinate in the main points ; but 
there is one article I muſt reſerve, and which you ſeems 
pt unsvilling to allew me, prayer for the dead. They 
dy ar 


* 


— 


Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT. ar 
are people to whoſe ſouls I wiſh as well, as tomy own; 
and ] muſt crave leave, humbly to lay before-them, that 
though the ſubſcriptions above-mentioned will ſuffice for 


own myſelf, there are nece perguifites and additions, 
nam mw I muſt demand mT {core of this charitable ar- 
Wo /ic/e. Ii is alſo to be' confidered, that the greater part 
ff of thoſe, whoſe ſouls Jam moſt concerned for, were un- 
e 4 fortunately heretics, ſchiſmatics, poets, painters, or per- 


„, /uch lives and manners, as few or no churches 
are willing to ſave. The. expence will therefore be the 
greater, to make an effeual proviſion for the ſaid ſouls. 
 O/4D&vYDEN, though a Roman Catholic, way a poet, 
and 'tis revealed in the wvifions of ſame ancient ſaints, 
that no poet was ever ſaved under ſome hundred of maſſts. 
I cannot ſet his delivery from purgatory at leſs than fifty 


; pounds flerling. ' Go N p 
zin Walsh was not only a ſocinian, but (what you'll 
But, W007: is harder to be ſaved) a _ He cannot mo- 
20 by be rated at leſs than an hundre TP 
n dh, | 


much L'ESTR ANGE, being a tory, ve compute him but at 

twenty pounds, which I hope no friend of the party cam 
v they WS deny to give, to keep him fram damning in the next lift, 
they'd conſidering they never gave him fixpence to keep. him 
r/lated rom ſlarwing in this. . BEET 
y hea- All this together amounts to one hundred and ſeventy 
| ours, Pounds. x ö 835 
1] au In the next place, I muſt deſire you to repreſent, that 
m- there are ſeveral of my friends yet living, whom I de- 
hurch, ign, GoD willing, to outlive, in confideration of læga- 
henſo cies; out of which it is a dodtrint in the reformed church, 


that not a farthing ſhall be allowed. to ſave their ſouls 

auh gave them. | 2 
There is one , abo avill dye within theſe few 
months, avith ****** ne My. JeRvas, who hath 
prievouſly offended in making the likeneſs of almoſt all 
Wings in heaven above and earth below. And one My. 
Gar, an unhappy youth, aubo writes paſtorals during 
be time of divine ſervice, whoſe caſe is the more de- 
lorable, as he hath miſerably lawiſbed away all that 
ver he ſhould have reſerved for his ſoul's health, in 
ut tors and loops for his coat, r 
 Teaie 
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I can't pretend to have theſe people honeſtly ſaved in. ſat: 


der ſome hundred pounds, whether you conſider the diff He 
culty of fuch'a work, or the extreme love and tenderntj treſſ 
bear him, which will infallibly make me puſh this cha. ſelf 
rity as far as I am able. There is but one more auboſt he h 
ſalvation I inſift upon, and then I have done: but indeed was 
it may prove of ſo much greater charge than all the reſt, mini 
that 1 will only lay the caſe before you and the miniſtry, A 
and lay to their prudence and generoſity, what ſum they his : 
Hall think fit to beflow upon it. f in B 
The perſon I mean, is Dr. SWIFT; a dignified cler- T 
nan, but one, who, by his own confeſſion, has n- Wi view 
poſed more libels than ſermons. If it be true, what! WY poili 
haue heard often affirmed by innocent people, That m mort 
"much wit is dangerous to ' ſalvation, this unfortunat: is NO 
gentleman muft certainly be damned to all eternity. But, A £n2/ 
'{ hope his long experience in the world, and frequit niſhe 
- converſation with great men, will cauſe him ( as it has rage. 
ſome others) to hawe leſs and leſs wit every day. Be i W119! 
"as it vill, [ſhould not think my own ſoul deſerved to bt whe! 
Javed, if 1 did not endeavour to ſave his; for have all whe! 
.the obligations in nature to him. He has brought as vi 
into better company than I cared for, made me mertit quar 
ewhen I was fick than I had a mind to be, and put mt As 
upon making poems on purpoſe, that he might alter then, "ne 
Ec. 0 


Iauee thought I could never have diſcharged my delt dg ni. 
-to his. kindneſs, but have lately been informed, to ny 
- unſpeakable comfort, that I have more than paid it all 
For, Monfieur vx MonTacNe has aſſured me, that 
„ the perſon who receives a benefit obliges the giver: 
for fince the chief endeavour of one Fw is to do gout 
to the other, he who adminiſters both the matter and ot. 
caſion, is the man who is liberal. At this rate it is in. 
 poffible Dr. SwieT ſhould be ever out of my debt, at 
matters ſtand already: and, for the future, he may en. 
pect daily more obligations from his moſt faithful, afftc- 
tionate-humble ſervant, 2 . 


A. Porst. 


In the beginning of the year 1714, the Dean fe- 
turned to England. He found his great friends, 3 i 
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ſit at the helm, much diſunited among themſelves. 
He ſaw the queen declining in her health, and dif- 
treſſed in her ſituation: while faction was exerting it- 
ſelf in gathering new ſtrength every day. The part 
he had to act upon this occaſion, though not difficult, 
was diſagreeable. He uſed all means to reunite the 
miniſters, and to cement the apertures of the ſtate. 
As ſoon as the Dean found his pains fruitleſs, and 
his arguments ineffectual, he retired to a friend's houſe 
in Ber4/5ire, where he remained until the queen died. 

Tu1s fatal cataſtrophe put a final period to all his 
„ MS vicws in Ezgland, and made him return, as ſoon as 

WT poſlible, to his deanery in {re/and, laden with the moſt 

mortifying paſſions, grief and diſcontent. The Dean 
Wis no longer to be conſidered of any importance in 
W-::/::d. His miniſterial friends are degraded, ba- 
niſhed or impriſoned. Indecent zeal, ſanguin 
rage, and ill-tempered loyalty, revelled at large 
through the three kingdoms, eſpecially in Treland, 
where duels were fought almoſt every week, and 
where the peſt was ſo univerſal, that the ladies were 
as violent as the gentlemen, Even children at ſchool 
quarreled for kings, inſtead of fighting for apples. 

As the Dean was known to have been a friend to the 

queen's laſt mmiſtry, and, to hawe oiled many a ſpring” 
© aubich HARLEY moved,* he met with frequent in- 
dignities from the populace, and was equally abuſed by 
perſons of all ranks and denominations. . 
Tunis treatment ſoured his temper, confined his ac- 
quaintance, and added bitterneſs to his ſtyle. _ - 
Tus future part of the Dean's life and writings dif- 
fer widely from the former. His ſtudies and com- 
panions, his politics and cuſtoms, are altered and ex- 
changed, for new habits, new friends, new ambition, 
and a new world. Therefore the moſt that can be 
(aid of him now is as an author. +. ah 4 

THz Dean was not proof againſt flattery, which o- 
pencd acceſs to ſome witlings, and a few people of 

erit to his acquaintance, Among his adulating friends 
were doctor SHzRIDAN, Mrs, PiLkINGTON, Va- 
KESSA, and ſome others, who would go through any 

| | | ſervitude 
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fervitude to have the honour of being thought intimate th 
with the Dean. Nay, the populace imagined all people Hi 
whom he deigned to fit with, muſt conſequently be wits. ſe. 
This opinion fome of his acquaintance: were. ridicu- | ru 
1 ouſly fond to indulge. | ill 
| Tus Dean was naturally fond to ſee his works in to 
| print, and he was encouraged in this fondneſs, by his ev. 
friend, Dr. Sura, who had the cacoethes ſcribendi, mz 
to the greateſt degree imaginable, and was continually Ne 
letting off ſquibs, rockets, and all ſorts of little fire- ma 
works, from the preſs, by which means he offended we 
many particular perſons, who, though they ſtood in pur 
awe of the dean, held SnERIDAN at defiance. The his 
truth is, the poor doctor, by nature, the moſt peace- 
able, inoffenſive man, was in a continual ſtate of Wit 
Warfare with the minor poets, and they revenged At 
themſelves on him, by giving Faſb for fob. Theatf- Gre 
ſection between The/eus and Perithous was not greater Inſt 
than the affection between the Dean and SxerDaAn. Yet 
But the friendſhip. that cemented the two antient he- My 
. Toes, probably commenced upon motives very differ- Thy 
ent from thoſe which united the two modern divines. To; 
As the Dean's wife has been deſcribed in the for- Thy 
mer part of this work, it may not here be improper To | 
to give the character of his friend. Doctor SyER1- Be th 
' DAN was a ſchool-maſter, and in many inſtances ex- Reli 
ceeding well qualified for that ſtation. He was deeply Tho 
verſed in the Greek and Roman languages; as well as Ol 1 
in their cuſtoms and antiquities. He was indued with Mak 
that kind of good nature, which abſence of mind, Aro 
indolence of body, and careleſſneſs of fortune, ſome- Repl. 
times produce. Though he was not ſtrict in his own Nor 
conduct, yet he took care of the morality of his ſcho- Vour 
lars, whom he ſent to the univerſity, remarkably well Vour 
founded in all claffical learning, and not ill inſtructed 
in the ſocial duties of life. Fe was flovenly,. indi- a, 
gent, and'chearful. He knew books far better than 90 
men; and the value of money leaſt of all. This « 
fingular agreeable man regaled Sw1eT with his con- ® 
verſation, as often as his appetite prompted him to +2 


tit. . SHERIDAN was kept conſtantly within the Dean's 
A reach, 
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reach, -until he went to take poſſeſſion of a living in 


the county of Cort, which had been confe on 


him, by the then lord lieutenant of Ireland, the pre- 
ſent earl of GRANVILLE: but he effected his own 
ruin in one fatal moment, or hy one fatal text 5. This, 
ill ſtarred, good natured, improvident man, returned 
to Dublin, unhinged from all favour at court, and 
even baniſhed from the caſtle. However, he ill re- 
mained a punſter, a quibbler, a fidler, and a wit. 
Not a day paſſed without a rebus, an anagram, or a 
madrigal ſome kind. His pen and his fiddle · ſtice 
were in a continual motion; and yet to little or no 
purpoſe. The following verſes may ſerve to conclude 
his poetical character. 


With muſic and poetry eq vally bleſs d, 

A bard thus AroL Lo moſt humbly addrefs'd, 

Great author of poetry, muſic, and light, 

Inſtructed by thee I both fiddle and write: 

Yet unheeded I ſcrape, or I ſcribble all day, 

My tunes are neglected, my verſe flun ng away. 

Thy ſubſtitute here Vice-AroLLo * diſdains, 

To vouch for my numbers, or liſt to my ſtrains. 

Thy manual ſign he refuſes to put 

To the airs I produce from the pen, or the gut. 
Be thou then propitious, great Proesvs, and grant 
Relief; or reward to my merit, or want. 

Tho' the Dean and DRLANY T 8 ſhine} 


Ol brighten one ſolo, or ſonnet: of mine. 


Make one work immortal; tis all J requeſt; 

AyroLLo look'd pleas'd, and reſolving to jeſt, 7 
Replied, honeſt friend, I've conſider d your caſe, + 
Nor diſlike your unmeaning and innocent face. 


Your petition I grant, the boon 1s not great, 


Your works ſh | continue, and here's the n 


a. 


— mm... 


On the iſt of Aupxuk. 10 choſe the following 1 


« Sufficient unto the day i is the evil thereof,” 
* Dr. SwirT. 


+ Now Deanef Downs, : 0 | 5 
24 3 


1 pos 2 * 1 2 2 5 1 1 | x of r 
On I Noundos hereafter your fiddle: ſtrings ſpends + 
Write verſes in circles, they never ſhall en. 


Mas. LTITIA PIR Waron, ſeemed by her ac- 
count of the dean to have no inconfiderable know- 
ledge of his humour. She tells us, that the dean, 
during meal-times, was always complaining, that 
E- his meat was too much or too little done, or that 
c the ſervants had offended in ſome point or other, 
imperceptible to the reſt of the company. How- 
<-ever, when the cloth was taken away, he made his 
wy por rich amends for the pain he had given them 
by the former part of his behaviour; for then was 
* truly mingled in : Se 


The friendly bowl, 
The feaſt of reaſon, and the flow of ſoul. 


: j 
Tux dean, ſhe ſays, never drank above half a pint 
of wine in her time, in every glaſs of which, he 
mixed water and ſugar; yet he hked his company 
would ſit many hours over it, unlocking all the | rings 
of policy, learning, true humour and inimitable wit. 
Tuis lady was recommended to the dean by doc- 
tor DELany, a worthy clergyman, who was an in- 
timate acquaintance of his. The following lines to 
the dean on his birth day, were her firſt introduction 
to his eſte m. N LEE 


To the * Dr. Swirr- On his birth day. f 
W HIL E I the god-like men of old, 


- In admiration wrapt, behold! 
Rever'd antiquity explore, 
And turn the long-liv'd volumes o'er, 
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7 , 6 
Where. Caro, PruTaRcn, FLaccus ſhine | c bs 
In ev'ry excellence divine; ee eee th 
* — a a —ͤ * 1 — 9 on 
A , © bo 
1 Af Jong; or peculiar kind of poetry, which returns he 
zo the beginning of the firſt verſe, and ſo continues in a © ma 
perpetual rotation, N ies & r. 


I grieve 


1 prieve that our degen rate days; . r 0 nos ; 7 * 4 
Produce no mighty ſouls like'theſez © 
Patriot, philoſopher and bard, © KY 


Are names unknown, and ſeldom bead. 
Spare your reflection, Phebus cries, 25 
\ Tis as ungrateful as unwiſe; © Kees 
Can you complain this ſacred day,  _ * 
q That virtues, or that arts decay? | 8 
N Behold in Swirr reviv'd appears 
: The virtues of unnumbered years; 3 
Behold in him with new delight, © © 
The patriot, bard and E 
And know/ Lerne in that name, 1 


Shall rival Greece and Rome in fame, | 


Taz Dean ſoon after invited her to dine with him 3. 
* he placed himſelf at the head of his table oppoſite 


t to a great pier-glaſs, under which was a marble fide- 
E © board, ſo that he could ſee in the glaſs whatever 
Y the ſervants did at it. He was ret ney in 
58 plate, and with great elegance; but the beef being 


t. « over-roaſted, put all the company in confuſion; 


* the dean called for the cook - maid and ordered her 
1- to take it down ſtairs and do it leſs; the maid an- 
a ſwered very innocently, that ſhe could not: Why, 


what ſort of a creature ate you, fays he, to commie 
' a fault which cannot be mended? And, turning to 
the maid, ſaid, very gravely, that he hoped, as. 
the cook was a woman of genius, he ſhould, by 
this'manner of arguing, be able, in about a yeat's 
time, to convince her, ſhe had better ſend up the 
meat too little, than too much done; charging the 


: 


men ſervants, whenever they imagined the meat 
was ready, they ſhould take it, ſpit and all, and. 
bring it up by force, promiſing to aid them in'caſs 
the cook reſiſted. The Dean then turning his eye 


a aan AMA a A 6A 6 «” 


. on the looking-glaſs, eſpied the butler o ning a 
bottle of ale, ps Wi 21 to the fr glass, 
ys © he very kindly jumbled the reſt together, that his, 
mater and gueſts might all fare alike. © Ha! 

Friend, ſays the Dean, Sarp's the ward; I find you 
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& beard wages this week, for I ſcorn to be outdone in 
« any thing, even in cheating.” The dean, by what 
this lady as well as ſeveral others have experienced, 
diverted himſelf and his friends very often with the 
moſt trivial things, and when he ſeemed to be in a 
paſſion with his pr he was only indulging a cer- 
tain oddity in his humour. He did this lady ſeveral 
acts of friendſhip on account of her genius, but as 


ſoon as her character became blameable, he refuſed 


to ſee her ever after. bes 
To mention the Dean as an author, is to open a 


wide expance, which will be beſt executed, by pur- 


Juing him, without partiality or / prejudice, through 
the different ſtages of his works. babe 
Tux firſt volume of FavLlxxer's edition conſiſts 
of various tracts jumbled together, without any re- 


8 order. The firſt treatiſe in this volume is 
v 


entitled, 4 diſcourſe of the conteſts and ai ſſentions between. 
the nobles and commons in Ar um xs and Romt, It. 
Was written in the year 1701, towards the latter end 
of king WIL LIAA's reign, and at a time, when that, 
prince was made extremely uneaſy, by the violence 


with which ſome of his miniſters, and chief favour- 


ites were purſued. However bright the crown of 
England might have glittered in the eyes of the prince 
of Orange, he found it, when. placed upon his head, 


a crown of thorns. The longer he wore the diadem, 


e bandelet ſtill became more tite and irkſome. Com · 


unchriftian animoſities, in the convocation. Nor had 


had made ſeveral changes in his migiſtry, and bad re. 


— |} 


ints, and enquiries aroſe. in the ſenate, Feuds, and 
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moved ſome of his faith ful ſervants from p places © $f th 
higheſt truſt and dignity. The altera proved 
little or no effet. The animoſity of the Foſs! o 
commons could not be appeaſed. They looked wh. 5 
the deprivation of Jucrative employments, as an in- 
ſufficient puniſhment for high crimes and mi Ne 
ors : and they began firſt by impeaching the earl 
Portland *; and then proceeded to the impeachments 
of lord Sou ExsÞ, the earl of Orforde, and the earl 
of Hallifax 4. 

THess were all great men; and the three laſt 
were of remarkable abilities and experience. Lord 
Sougks was the general patron of the Hterati, an 
the particular friend of doctor SWrrr. The earl 
Orford bad been conſidered in a manner zs lord high 
admiral ; the whole affairs of the navy having bee! 
committed to his charge. Lord Hallifax had a fine 


| genius for poetry, and had employed his more youth: 


part of life in that ſcience, He was diſtingyithed 
by the name of Mouss MounTacvs, having ri- 
diculed, jointly with Mar. Paton, Mr. DxTDex's 
famous poem of the Hind and panther. The parod 
is drawn from HoR act's fable of the city Mouſe and Fs 
country Mouſe, and begins, ds his 
4 milk white mouſe, immortal and — - 
Fed on ſoft cheeſe, and o'er the dairy rang'd. 


» LS ws 


Bor afterwards, upon Mr. Mon'Tacvus's romo 
tion to the chancellorihip of the exchiquer,, K16K, 


| Wir Lias Brnrinck, earl of Portland, groim. 
of the flole. 

b Jou Sourry, baron n Y Eveſham, Bs 
lord keeper : afterwards, lord high chancellor. 


<EpwarD Russgt, earl of Orford, Trealurer of 
IX navy, and one of the lords contenl{ſloners of the admi-, 
7 ry. 8 6 
TCrnartes MounTacus. 2 of Hallifax. Ap. 


pointed one of the commiſſioners of "the" treaſury; 
afterward: , made chan ma of the exchequer. 7 


with 
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with a good humoured indignation at ſeeing his friend 4 

preferred, 65 himſelf neglected, concludes an epiſtle 2 

Written in the year 1698, to FLRET WOOD SHEPHERD, | 

Eſq; with theſe three lines, $5 


| rie 
fy friend CnakL EOS MonTacue's prefer d, | 85 
4 Nor wou'd IT have it long obſerv'd, | 4 H. 
g f That one mouſe eates, while Fother's flarv'd. vi 
( * "The characters of the four impeached lords are de- thi 
| s ſeribed under Athenian names. Pnocion is the 1 
| earl of Portland. ARISsTIDbES is lord SOMERS: 1 
THEmsTOCLEs is the earl of Orford, PerICLEs is 1 
| the earl of Hallifax. In' parallels of this ſort, it is he 
1 impoſſible that every circumſtance ſhould tally with 2 
[ the utmoſt exaQneſs : but the whole treatiſe is full * 
1 of hiſtorical knowledge, and excellent reffections. It RE 
| is not mixed with any improper fallies of wit, or any 2 
4 light airs of humour: and in point of ſtyle and * 


learning, is equal, if not ſuperior, to any of his po- 
litical Works. | | 3 

' The ſentiments of a church of-Englandman, with reſ- 

fed to religion and government, was Written in the 
ear 1708. It is adapted to that particular period. 


is 

4 
1 
4 


e 
The ſtyle of the whole pamphlet is nervous, and, ex- 
cept in ſome few places, impartial, The ftate of 
Helland is fo juſtly, and, at the ſame” time, ſo con- 
ciſely delineated, that I cannot help tranſcribing it. 
Speaking of the Dutch, the author ſays, They are 
« a commonwealth founded on a ſudden, by a deſperate 
4 attempt on a deſperate condition, not formed or di- 
«« geſted, into a regular ſyſlem by mature thought and 
«reaſon, but huddled up under the preſſure of ſudden. 
g exigencies; calculated for no long duration, and hi - 
*" therto ſubfifting by accident in the midſt of contend- 
ing powers, who cannot yet agree about ſharing it 
* amongſt them.” This tract is very well worth 
reading and attention: and it confirms an obſervati- 
on which will perpetually occur, that Swirr excels' 
in whatever ſtyle or manner he aſſumes. When he 
B 'in earneſt, his ſtrength of reaſon carries with it 
| ge iapakagt® wah 2 ab conviction 


WW, 
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race of wit-is left behind him. 


conviction, When in jeſt, every competitor in che 
The argument again aboliſhing chriftianit) is Cats, 


ried on with the higheſt wit and Humour. Grave di- 
vines threaten their readers with. future 


my readers probably. have not read this N g 


8 
© 


o 


I ſhall inſert the following quotation, to which may 


be perfixed the the old proverb ex pede Herculem, * 1. 
& would fain know (ſays the Dean) how it can be. 
« pretended, that the churches are miſapplied. Where. 
are more appointments and rendezvouſes of gallan-._ 
here more care to appear in the foremoſt bo 
e with greater advantage of dreſs * Where more 

Where more bargains driven 
* of all forts? And whet# Jo many; conveniencies or 


46 try 9 


« meetings for buſineſs? 


MET 
> A 


« incitements to ſleep? 


Tux papers which immediately follow are entirely 
hamorous, and relate to PaRTRIDOoE the almanac 


* - 


maker & and although they are not only temporary, 


* 
. 


but local, yet by an art peculiar to the Dean him 
ſelf, they are rendered immortal, ſo as to be read 
with pleaſure, as long as the Ergliſb language ſub- 


ſiſts. 


gravity. 
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puniſhments :'- 
Swirr artfully exhibites a picture of preſent ſhame." 
He judged that a. ſmall treatiſe, written with a ſpi- 
rit of mirth and freedom, muſt be more efficacious, 
than long ſermons, and laborious leſſons. of morali- 
ty. He endeavours to laugh us into religion ; well 
knowing, that we are often laughed out of it. As all 


To theſe, ſucceeds a proje# for the advancement. 
of religion, and the reformation of manners, written 
in the year 1709, and dedicated to the counteſs of. 
BERKELEY, The author appears in earneſt through» . 
out the whole treatiſe, .and the dedication, or in- 
troduction, is in a ſtrain of ſerious panegyric, which 
the lady, to whom it is addteſſed, undoubtedly de- 
ſerved, But as the phamphlet is of the ſatirical 
kind, I. am to imagine, that the Dean put a vio- 
| lence upon himſelf,. in chuſing to appear candidly 
ſerious, rather than to ſmile under his uſual maſk of 


+ 


9 1 be latter to the earl of OrrorD for correing, 
improving, and aſcertaining the Engliſh tongue might 


have been a very uſeful performance; | if it had 
been longer, as 


ſeems to have been intended as a preface to ſome 
more con deſign : at the head of which ſuch 


an introduction muſt have appeared with great pro- 


priety. A work of this kind is much wanted, as our 
. inſtead of being improved, is every day 
growing worſe, and more debaſed. We bewilder 
ourſelves in various orthography ; we ſpeak, and we 
Write at random; and if a man's common converſa- 
tion was to be committed to paper, he would be 


Rartled 7 find himſelf guilty in @ frau ſentences, . 
of fo many ſoliciſms and ſuch falſe Engliſßꝶ. I be- 


Jeve we are the only people in the Chfiſtian world, 
who repeat the Lord's Prayer, in an ungrammati- 
cal manner: and I remember to have heard, that 
when a motion was made in the convocation to al- 


ter the word [which] for the word [who] the 
propofition was rejected by the majority. This in- 


ſtance may ſhew of what ſort of men, the 


moſt learned, and even the moſt reverend aſſemblies, - 


are ſometimes compoſed, But let us confider the 
conduct of a neighbouring nation. How induftri- 
ous have the French been to improve their language? 


and to what a ſtate of perfection have they brought 
it? Rome, by her conqueſts, made her dialect uni- 
verſal : France, by her policy, has done the ſame, 
By policy, I mean the encouragement of arts and 


ſciences ; which will often render a nation more 
powerful than arms. Nothing has contributed ſo 
much to the purity and excellence of the French 


tongue, as the noble academies eſtabliſhed for that 
purpoſe : and, until ſome public work of the ſame 
kind is undertaken in England, we cannot flatter 


ourſelves with any hopes of amending the errors, 
or aſcertaining the limits of our ye Though 


this deſign may not be ſufficiently momentous to us 
or the 'coaftderation of our legiſlative powers, yet 
— if 


leſs eclypſed by compliments to 
the noble perſon to whom it is addreſſed. It 
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if to our hoſpitals for lunatics, one was added for 
the, reception and ſupport of men of ſenſe and 

learning, it would be of the higheſt honour-to the 


reſent age, and of no leſs advantage to poſterity. 
call it an hoſpital, becauſe I ſuppoſe it to 


erected for the benefit of ſuch perſons, whoſe infirm. 
fortunes, or diſeaſed revenues may have rendered 
the ſtrength and abilities of their minds weak and 


uſeleſs to the public: for LLentirely agree with 
AR18TOTLE, where he ſays, in the wotds of his 
ſeholiaſt, Exam præclara et magna wix poſſe exequi et 


preflare, cui facultates /deſunt : quoniam per amicas et 


civilem patentiam weluti per inſtrumenta neceſſe e 
Pleraque effict. T 


". Tazzz are two other letters in this volume ex- 
tremely worthy of notice. The one is, To @ young © 
gentleman lately entered into holy orders. The other 


is, To a young lady on her marriage. The former, 


ought to be read by all the young clergymen in 


the three kingdoms, and the latter, by all the new 
married women. But, here again is the peculiar fe- 


only to a young clergyman and a young lady, but 
they are — to — age — 
They contain obſervations that delight and improve 
every mind; and they will be read, with pleaſure 
and advantage, by the oldeſt, and moſt exemplary 


| licity of the Dean's writings; the letters are addreſſed 


divines, and by the moſt diſtinguiſhed, and moſt ac- ' 


compliſhed ladies. | 
Tas reſt of the volume is filled up with ſhort 


ous, and entertaining, _ | 
Tut ſecond volume of the Dean's works, is fill- 


tracts, and papers of various ſorts : moſtly humor- 


ed with poetry: but the poems im general are ſhort 


and ſatirical, The _ of the greateſt length, and, 


I believe, the longeſt ever compoſed by the Dean, 
is of a very extraordinary nature, and upon a v 


* 


extraordinary ſubject. It is called Capenus and 


Vanzxssa. As a poem, it is excellent in its kind, 


fectly correct, and admirably conducted. The * 
Dean, who had the niceſt ear, is remarkably chaſte 


and 


» 


| ww. as. TIS, 
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and delicate in his rhymes, A bad ryhme appeared 


to him one of the capital ſins in poetry; and yet it is 
a ſin into which ſome of our greateſt poets have fallen. 
Duron pray Pors ſometimes, The former, 

was embarraſſed with a wife and family, and was often 
under ſuch neceſſitous circumſtances as to be obliged 
to publiſh, or to want ſubſiſtence. The latter, was 
in a leſs confined, and in a much more eaſy ſituation : 
he was naturally judicious, and uncommonly attentive ' 


to maintain the dignity of his character. Although his 


| — was weak, his mind was equal to the weight of 
his Iaurel crown ; and he wore it not only with eaſe, 
but majeſty, Take him as a poet,” we ſhall not ſee his 
like again. To ſatisfie the curioſity of my readers, I 
will give them ſome particulars of VaxESssA. Her 
real name was ESTHER VAX HOM RIA“. She was 


one of the daughters of BARTHOLOMZwW Vanuom- \ 


nion, a Dutch merchant of Amſterdam, who, upon 
the revolution, went into Jre/ard, and was appointed, 


dong Wir TIau, a commiſſioner of the revenue. 
r mother, whoſe name J forget, was born in Jrelanu, 


of very mean extraction. The Dutch merchant, by 


parſimony and prudence, had collected a fortune of 
about ſixteen thouſand pounds: he bequeathed an e- 
qual diviſion of it to his wife and his four children, of 
which two were ſons, and two were daughters. The 
ſons, after the death of their father, travelled abroad, 
The eldeſt died beyond ſea, and the youngeſt, ſurviv- 


to his two ſiſters, EsrnER and Maxy. 


Wir this-increaſe of wealth, and with heads and 
hearts elated by affluence, and unreftrained by fere- 


ſight or diſcretion, the widow VanuomercH and her 


two daughters quitted the illuxurious foil of their native 
country, for the more elegant pleaſures of the Engliſb 


court. During their reſidence at Eondon, they lived 


in a oourſe of prodigality that ſtretched itſelf far be- 
heir income, and reduced them to 


yond the limits of t 


LI 
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De name is pronounced VANNUMMERY. = 
great 


ing his brother only a ſhort time, the whole patrimony 


Wire 


great diſtreſs; in the midſt of which, the mother died, 
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and the two daughters haſtened in all ſecrecy. back to 
 treland, beginning their journey on a Sunday, to avoid 
| the interruption, and importunities of a certain fierce 


m_ of —_— s called 8 * are not uy ſworn 
foes to wit and gaiety, but whole tyranny, it 
could not have 2 the deißel VANESs 4 RA 
have been very fatal to Esrntr VannomrIca. Withs 


in two years after their arrival in Ireland, Mary: che 


1 N ſiſter died, and the ſmall remains of the ſhip- 
ckt fortune centered in Vanesa. _ 1 
Vanity makes terrible devaſtation in a female 
breaſt. It batters down all reſtraints of modeſty, and 
carries away every ſeed of virtue. Van ISS A was ex- 
ceſſively vain, The character given of her by Ca- 
DENUS is fine painting, but, in general, fictitious. 
She was fond of dreſs: Impatient to be admired : 
Very romantic in her turn of mind: Superior, in her 
own opinion, to all her ſex : full of pertneſs, gaiety, 
and pride: not without ſome agreeable accompliſh, 
ments, but far from being either beautiful or genteel :, 


ambitious, at any rate, to be eſteemed a wit; and, 


with that view, always affecting to keep company 
with wits : a great reader, and a violent admirer of 
poetry: happy in the thoughts of being reputed 
Swirr's concubine: but ſtill aiming and intending to 


be his wife. By nature haughty, and diſdainful, look-, 


ing with the pity of 2 upon her inferiors, and 
with the ſmiles of ſelf-approbation upon her equals : 


but upon the Dean, with the eyes of love. Her love 


was founded ih vanity, or, to uſe a more faſhionable 


my aſſertion. 


phraſe, in tate. His own lines are the beſt proof of. 


Capenvs many things had writ ; 
Vanessa much eſteem'd his wit, 
And call'd for his poetic works; 
Mean time the boy“ in ſecret lurks, 
And while the book was in her hand, 
The urchin, from his private ſtand, 
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Took aim, and ſhot wich All his firength, © 
A dart of ſuch prodigious length 7% 
It pierc'd the feeble volume thro, 
ud deep transfix d her boſom ob. 
Some lines, more moving than the reſt, 
Stuck to the point that pierc d her breaſt; 8 
And hom directly to der heart. 
Wich pams unknown enereas'd che ſinart, * 
Vakxssà, not in yrars a ſcore, 

Dreams of a gown of forty four; 
Imaginary charms can find, : 
In eyes, 'with reading, almoſt blind: 3 8 
Ea benus now no more appears 
Dectin'd in health, advanc d in years: 
She fancies mufiè in his tongue, 9 9 
Nor further looks, but thinks him young. 7 


Swryr was im his meridjan altitude; favoure by the 
courtiers ; flattered, feared, and admired by the great- 
eſt men in the nation. 

Zr che verſes which T have already recited, it may 


be perfumed; that the lady was firſt ſmitten with the 


fame and character of Ca bx os, and afterwards with 
his perſbn; Her firſt thoughts 2 a phantom. 
Her l. later paſſton deſired a ſi The manner in 


which ſhe diſcovered her inclination „ is poetically de- 


ſcribed i in theſe lines. 


She 1 the 0 of her bee, 
But he muſt anſwer for her faults. 

She welt remember d, to her coft, © 

That all his leſſons were not loft. 

Two maxims ſhe cou'd ſtill produce, 
And fad experience taught their uſe 
That virtue, pleas'd by being ſnown, 
Knowy nothing which it dare not own; 
Can make us, without fear, diſcloſe | 
Our i moſt ſecrets to our foes ; 


That / common forms were not deſign” © m 


Dix to a noble mind. oO 


, . 


- poem infelf is dated in the year 1 1713, "a > 


Now, 


4 | 
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Now, ſaid the nymph, to let you ſe, 
My actions with your rules agree; 
That I can vulgar forms deſpiſce 
And have no ſecrets to diſg uiſe, 3 
I knew, by what you ſaid 51 writ, 1 
How dang rous things were men of wit; 
You caution'd me againſt their charms, TW 
But never gave me equal arma: 
Your leſſons found the weakeſt part, 
Aim'd at the head, and reach'd the heart. 


— this commit tobe true, (and 1 can 7 
think it N it is evident, that the fair VaxRSSA 
had made a ns rogreſs in the philoſophic doc. 
trines, which ſhe had received from her preceptor. 
His rules were certainly, of a moſt extraordinary. kind. 
He taught her, that vice, as ſoon as. it defied ſhame, 
was immediately changed into viatue. That vulgar 
forms were not binding upon certain choice ſpiri ta, to 
whom either the writings, or the perſons of men of 
wit were table. She heard the leſſon with atten- 
tion, and imbibed the philoſophy with. e The 
rgaxims ſuited her exalted turn of min | Sheimagin- 
ed that if the theory appeared ſo charming, the prac- 
tice muſt be much more F. delight. The cloſe con- 
nection of ſoul and = the ſeemed to require, in the. 
eye of a female philoſopher, that each ſhould ſueceed 
the other in all pleaſurable enjoyments, The former 
had been ſufficiently r * pa muſt the latter re- 
main unſatisfied ? 4 Nature, VANEsS8A,. abhors 
© A vacuum, and natureought always to be obeyed.”* 
She communicated theſe. ſentiments to her tutor, but 
he ſeemed not to comprehend her meaning, nor to con- 
ceive the diſtindtio rationis that had taken riſe in his 
own ſchool. He anfwered her in the an- | 
modes. He talked of. friendſhip, of the delights of 
reaſon, of gratitude, reſpect and eſteem. He almoſt. 
preached upon virtue, and he muttered ſome indiſtinct 
phraſes concerning chaſtity. 

So unaccountable. a, conduct in. Capenus | may be 


thought rather to procced from defeQts in nature, Pan 
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from the ſcrupulous difficulties of a tender conſcience⸗- 


* F ww a 


Such a ſuppoſition will ſtill appear more ſtrong, if we 
recollect the diſtant manner in which the Dean cohabĩt- 


ed with STELLA, colder, if poſſible, after, than be- 


tore, ſhe was his wife: and I now tecolle& ſome of 


dais own lines that ſeem to confirm the ſurmiſe, as they 


contain an infinuation againſt Vayessa, not perhaps 
ſo much intended to wound her reputation, as to fave. 


But what ſucceſs Vanessa met | 

Is to the world a ſecret yet. 
Whether the nymph, to pleaſe her ſwain, 
Talks in a high romantic ſtrain ; 

Or whether he at laſt deſcends, 

To act with leſs ſeraphic ends: 

Or to compound the buſineſs, whether 
They temper love and books together, 


Muſt never to mankind be told, 
Nor ſhall the conſcious muſe unfold. 


48 bs impoſſible to read this cruel hint without 
great indignation againſt the conſcious muſe, eſpecially 


as it is the finiſhing ſtroke of a picture, which was al- 


ready drawn in too looſe a garment, and too unguarded 


a poſture, In this inſtance, Iam afraid the Dean muſt 


remain inexcufable. © 


"Vanessa, in ſome time after the death of her ſiſter, - 


retired to Selbridge, a ſmall houſe and eſtate that had 


been purchaſed by her father, within ten or twelve 


miles of Dub/in. Spleen and diſappointment were 
the companions of her ſolitude. The narrowneſs of 


her income, the coldneſs of her lover, the loſs of her 
reputation, all contributed to make her miſerable, and 
to encreaſe the frenzical ' diſpoſition of her mind. In 
this melancholly ſituation ſhe remained ſeveral years, 


during which time Capznvs viſited her frequently. 
Their particuliar converſation, as it paſſed without 


witneſſes, muſt for ever remain unknown; but, in. 


general, it is certain, that ſhe often preſſed him to mar- 


ry her. His anſwers were rather turns of wit than 


poſitive 


2rd 6 cm. 
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poſitive denials; til at laſt, being unable to ſuſtain her 
weight of miſery any longer,” ſhe writ a very tender 


epiſile to Cabos, ' inſiſting peremptorily upon 
as ſerious anſwer, i iate acceptance, or 
abſolute. refuſal of her, as his wife. His reply was 
delivered by bis own hand. He brought it with 
him when he made his final viſit at Selbriage: and 


_ throwing down the letter upon her table, with great 
- paſſion! haſtened back to his horſe, carrying in his 


countenance the frowns of anger and indignation. 

Tus Dean had a natural ſeverity of face, which 
even his ſmiles could ſcarce ſoften, or his utmoſt gaiety 
render placid and ſerene: but when that ſterneſs of 
viſage was enereaſed by rage, it is ſcarce poſſible to 
imagine looks, or features, that catried in them more 
terror and auſterity. *'Vanessa' had ſeen him in all 
tempers, and from his outward appearance ſhe gueſſed 
at the-inward contents of his letter. She read it with 
as much reſolution as the preſent cruelty of her fate, 
and the raging pride of her heart, would permit. She 
found herſelf entirely diſcarded from his friendſhip and 
converſation. Her offers were treated with infolence 
and diſdain. She met with reproaches inſtead of love, 
and with tyranny inſtead of affection. She had long 
thrown away the gentle lenitives of virtue; which, 
upon this occaſion, might have proved healing ingre- 
dients to ſo deep, and ſo dangerous a wound. She had 
preferred wit to religion, ſhe had utterly deſtroyed her 
character, and her conſcience: and ſhie was now fal- 
len a prey to the horror of her own thoughts. 


Tum vero infeliæ. fatis exterrita Did 
Aortem oral: tædet cali convexa ſueri. | 


Sue did not ſurvive many days the letter delivered 
to her by Capanus, but, during that ſhort interval, 
the was ſufficiently compoſed, to cancel a will made in 
the Dean's favour, and to make another, wherein ſhe 
left her fortune (which, by long retirement, was in 
ſome meaſute retrieved)! to: her two executors, Dr. 
BERKLEY, the preſent Biſhop of Clone, ' and Mr. 
MaksnA LL, one of the King's Serjeants/atlaw; She 
had choſen Mr, — as he had we ex- 

| cellent 
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cellent character, but as he was her relation. She bad 


little perſonal acquaintance with Dr. BARKI ZT: his 


virtues, and his genius, were univerſally known: yet 


other motives perhaps induced her to oppoint him a 


Joint executor: in ſuch an appointment, ſhe probably 


deſigned to mortify the pride of the Dean, by letting 


him ſee, that, in her laſt thoughts, ſhe preferred a 
e fo; ado ht moangh anime wtf 

THxvs periſhed, at Selbridge, under all the agonies 
of deſpair, Mrs. Es TRX VAVHOMRIOEH; a miſerable 
example of an. ill-ſpent life, fantaſtic wit, viſionary 
ſchemes, and female weakneſs. a in 

Trovcn the Dean kept company with many of the 
fair ſex, they were rather his amuſement. than his ad- 
miration. He trifled away many hours in their con- 
verſation, he filled many pages in their praiſe, and by 
| the power of his head, he gained the character of a 
lover, without the leaſt aſſiſtance from his heart. To 


this particular kind of pride, ſupported by the bent of 


his genius, and joined by the exeſſive coldneſs of his 
nature, Vanessa owed — of her reputation, and 
from the ſame cauſes, STELLA remained an unacknows 
ledged wife. If we conſider the De an's behaviour, ſo 
far only as it relates to women, we ſhall find, that he 
looked upon them rather as Buſts, than as whole figures. 
In his panegyrical deſcriptions, he has ſeldom deſcend- 
ed lower than the centre of their hearts: or if ever he 
has deſigned a compleat ſtatue, it has been generally 


caſt madirty, or in a diſagreeable mould: as. if the 


ſtatuary had not conceived; or had not experienced, 
that juſtneſs of proportion, that delicacy of limb, and 
thoſe pleaſing, and graceful attitudes which have con- 
ſtituted the ſex to be the moſt beautiful part of the 
creation. If the ſeveral to STELLA' were ex- 
amined, they would be found fuller of affection than 
deſire, and more expreſſive of friendſhip, than of love. 
For example, CC ET TO 01 


THrov, STELLA, wert no longer young, 
When firſt for thee my harp I ſtrung; 
Without one word of Curip's darts, 


Of killing eyes, or blecding hearts: ied 
8 With 
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With friendſhip and eſteem poſleſt, 
I ne'r admitted Love a gueſt. | 


Mos of the poems, which are abſolutely ad- 
dreſſed to-STELL a, or which deſcribe her in a variety 
of attitudes, turn upon her age, a kind of pretext, 
perhaps for the Dean's want of love. | 


* 


I is impoſſible to paſs a minute comment upon 
the various ee of the Dean's writings, except one 
was to ſwell a large volume in trifling remarks. The 
Dean's poems are not only improperly mingled in 
point of dates and ſubjects, but many of them are 
temporary, and, I had almoſt ſaid, puerile. Several 
of them are perſonal, and conſequently amuſing to 
but a few, Such poems as are likely to draw our 
attention, are exquiſite, and ſo peculiarly his own, 
that whoever e to imitate him in theſe, or in 
any of his works, has always failed in the attempt, 
The Lady's Dreſing- Room has been generally con- 
demned, as deficient in point of delicacy ; but it is 
not unnatural to think that the. Dean exhibited his 
CEeLia in the moſt hideous colours he could find, 
leaſt ſhe might be miſtaken as a goddeſs, when ſhe 
was only a mortal, The Dean was not inſenſible, 
that external beauty 1s very alluring to youth, and in- 
experience. Therefore, by pulling off the borrowed 
plumes of his harpy, diſcovers at once a frightful bird 
of prey; and, by making her offenſive, renders her 


leſs dangerous and inviting. - 


* 


Tu Dean's early and repeated diſappointments, 
the ill treatment he met with from ſo many inconſi- 
derate people, made him ſo often forget that polite- 
neſs and tenderneſs of manners, which are undoubt- 
edly due to human kind. | 
is the Dean had not ſuffered ſo many inquietudes 
in life, probably he would have made a calmer exit, 
from the ſtage, for which his friend Hor acs ſo ear - 
neſtly ſupplicates AyoLL o. | 
Frui paratis et valido mihi, 
Latoz, dones: et, precor, integra 
Cum mente: nec turpem ſenectam 
Degere, nec cithara carentem. | 
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Tux Dean's pride was ſo great, he ſcarce admitted 


any one to ſhare his friendſhip, except thoſe | who 


could amuſe him, or do him honour, . To theſe two 
different claſſes, we owe many of his poems. His 
companions and humble followers fin themſelves 
immortalized by the inſertion of their names in ad- 
dreſſes to STELLA, or in other miſcellaneous pieces, 
written in an eaſy, yet not in a careleſs, manner. 

His more exalted friends, whoſe ſtations and cha- 


racters did him honour, are treated in a different 
Ryle: and we may perceive a real dignity and deli- 


cate wit in all his poems to lord OxForD, lord PE- 
TERBOROUGH, lord CarTERET, Mr. PuLTintyY, 
the counteſs of WINchETLSsEA, and Mrs. Bippy 


FLoyYDE. | | ö | 
I his poems, addreſſed to Mr. Pop, Mr. Gar, 


doctor DEeLany, and doctor Vou Nc, there is a mix- 


ture of eaſe and dignity, familiarity and affection; 
they were his intimate friends, whom he loved fin- 
cerely, and whom he would willingly accompany 


into the poetical regions of eternity. 
Fus Dean once introduced a friend of his 
to Daphne, one of his female favourites, who, 
before the ' gentleman had been half an hour in 
the room, aſked him, if he had read the Dean's 
Death and Daphne? he told her he did not; ſhe 
immediately unlocked a cabinet, and bringing out 
the manuſcript, read it with a ſeeming ſatisfaction, of 
which one might reaſonably doubt the fincerity. 
While ſhe was reading, the Dean was perpetually 
correcting her for bad pronunciation, and for placing 
a wrong emphaſis upon particular words. As ſoon 
as ſhe had gone through the whole, ſhe aſſured the 


gentleman, ſmilingly, that the portrait of Dayunt 
was drawn for herſelf: the gentleman begged to be 


excuſed from believing it, and proteſted he could not 
Tee one feature that had the leaft reſemblance. The 
Dean immediately burſt into a fit of laughter. © You 
fancy, ſays he, that you act the polite gentleman 
© now, but you are much miſtaken. That lady hay 

FL rather 
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ho rather be a Dayuns drawn by me, than a Sacua- 
- RIS8A by any other pencil. e ee 
Tag command the Dean had over all his female 
friends, is eaſily 2 by this, as well as many 


more inſtances. His houſe was a conſtant ſeraglio of 
very virtuous \, women, who attended him from 
morning till night, with an obedience, an awe, and 
aſſiduity, that are ſeldom. paid to the richeſt, or the 
moſt powerful lovers; no, not even to the grand ſig- 
nor Mme, * | ith Fey 
To theſe ladies, the Dean owed the publication of 
many pieces, which ought never to have -been com- 
mitted to the preſs, He communicated every com- 
poſition, as ſoon as finjſhed, to his female ſenate, 
who not only paſled their judgment on the. perform- 
ance, but conſtantly aſked, and almoſt as conſtantly 
obtained, a copy of it. Therefore, no one need be 
ſurprized, that it was immediately afterwards ſeen in 
print, and when printed, became a part of his works. 
Tas Dean lived much at home, and was con- 
ſtantly employed in writing, when alone. Not one 
of his ſenatars preſumed to approach him, when he 
ſignified his pleaſure to remain in private, without in- 
terraption. His night gown and flippers were not 
eaſier put on or off, than his attendants. No prince 
ever met with more flattery to his own perſon, or 
more devotion to his own mandates. This deſpotic 
power not only blinded him, but gave a looſe to paſ- 
ſions that ought to have been kept under a proper re- 
ſtraint. eee 
His Acerrima and Minutiæ are read by his learned 
friends with indignation and regret. Vet ſince he has 
deſcended ſo low as to write, and, ſtill. fo much 
lower as to print riddles, he is excellent even in that 
way. The lines are ſmoother, the expreſſions are 
neater, and the thought is cloſer purſued, than in any 
other riddle writer that ever appeared. His com- 


poſing riddles. is like 'T1Tian painting draught- 


oards, which muſt have been inexcuſa le, while 
there remained a fign-poſt painter in the. world. F 


D 3. 
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Ar the latter end of this volume, there are twe 
Latin poems; the firſt, In Epiſtle to Doctor Sntr- 
DAN; the laſt, 4 Deſcription of the Rocks at Carbery., 
in Ireland. The Dean was very defirous that they 
ſhould be printed, and aſſumed more vanity to him- 
ſelf, upon theſe two Latin poems, than upon many 
of his beſt Exe// performance. 
It is aid, that MitTon, in his own judgment, 
preferred Paradiſe regained, to Paradiſe loft. Hence 


it evidently follows, that the greateſt men are not the 


beſt Judges of their own works. If thoſe two Latin 
poems had been the produce of any other author, 


they muſt have undergone a ſevere cenſure from the 


Dean, who, though he was not a Latin poet, under- 
Mood that language exceeding well 

The Travels of LEVEL GuLLIvER, into ſeveral re- 
note Nations of the World. They are divided into four 


parts; the firſt, 4 Voyage to Lilliput; the ſecond, 4 


Voyage to Brobdingnag ; the third, To Laputa, and other 


Mandi; the fourth, and moſt extraordinary, To the 


Country of the Houyhnhnms. | 
 Taxse voyages are intended as a moral political 
romance, in which the Dean ſeems to have exerted 
the ſtrongeſt efforts of a fine irregular genius. But 
while his imagination and his wit, delight the vene- 
mous ſtrokes of his ſatyr, although in fome places 


| Juft, are carried into ſo univerſal a ſeverity, that not. 


only all human actions, but human nature itſelf is 
proces in the worſt * Perfection, in every attri- 

ute, is not indeed allotted to particular men: but 
among the whole ſpecies, we diſcover ſuch an aſſem- 


blage of all the great and amiable virtues, as may 


convince us, that the original order of nature con- 


tains in it the greateſt beauty. It is directed in a right 


line, but deviate into curves and irregular motions, 
by various attractions, and diſturbing cauſes; Dif- 
ferent qualifications ſhine out in different men. Ba- 
cox and NewrTon (not to mention BoyLE) ſhew the 
divine extent of the human 'mind; of which power, 
the Dean was not inſenſible, but his many diſap- 


pointments. 


Tux third volume of the Dean's works, contains 
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pointments and inquietudes rendered him ſplenetic 


and angry with the whole world. 


FoxTirupe of mind, ſeldom attends a ſedentary 


life, nor is the man, whoſe ambitious views are 


croſſed, ſcarce ever afterwards indued with benevo- 
lence of heart. For it is well known, education, ha- 
bit, and conſtitution, give a furprizing variety of 


characters, and while they produce ſome particular 


qualities, are apt to check others. | | 

To correct vice, by ſhewing her deformity in op- 
poſition to the beauty of virtue, and to amend the 
falſe ſyſtems of philoſophy, by pointing out the er- 
rors, and applying ſalutary means to avoid them, is 
a noble defign, and the 'general intent I would fain 
believe of our hieroglyphic dean. 3 


* 


_. GvErives's travels are chiefly to be looked upon 


as an irregular eſſay of the Dean's peculiar wit- and 
humour. Let us take a view of the two firſt parts to- 
gether. The inhabitants of Lilliput are repreſented, 


as if reflected from a concave nurrour, by which e- 


very object is reduced to a deſpicable minuteneſs. 
The inhabitants of Brobdingnag, by a contrary mir- 
rour, are enlarged to a ſhocking deformity. In Lil- 
liput we behold a ſet of puny inſects, or animalcules 
in human ſhape, zidiculouſly engaged in affairs of 
moment. In Brobdingnag the monſters of vaſt ſize 
are employed in trifles. 


. 


LMV EL GuLLiver has obſerved great exattneſs 


in the juſt proportion and appearances of the ſeveral 


objects thus leſſened and magnified: but he dwells too 
long upon theſe optical deceptions. The mind is 
tired with a repetition of them, eſpecially as he 
points out no beauty, nor uſe in ſuch amazing diſco- 
veries, which might have been ſo continued as to 
have afforded improvement, at the fame time that 
they gave ſurprize. Upon the whole, he too often 
ſhews an indelicacy that is not agreeable, and exerts 
his vein of humour: moſt improperly in ſome places. 
In his deſcription of Lilliput, he ſeems to have had 
England more immediately in view. In his deſcrip- 


tion of- Blefuſeu, he ſeems to intend the people and 


kingdom 
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kingdom of France: yet the allegory between theſe 
nations is frequently interrupted, and ſcarce any 
where compleat. Several juſt ſtrokes of ſatyr are 


ſcattered here and chere upon errors in the conduct of 


our government: and, in the fixth chapter of his 
voyage to Brobdingnag, he gives an account of the 
political ſtate of Europe: his obſervations are deli- 
vered with his uſual ſpirit of humour and ſeverity. 
He appears moſt particularly affected with the pro- 
ceedings of the courts of judicature, and — 41 
of being almoſt ruined by a chancery ſuit, though de- 


termined in his favour with coſts, It muſt be con- 


feſſed, that inſtances of this kind are too frequent in 
our courts of juſtice, and they leave us no room to 
boaſt of the execution of our preſent. laws, how- 
ever excellent the laws, in their own original foun- 
dation, may have been. Judgement, when turned into 
. wormwood, is bitter, but delays turn it into vinegar: 
it becomes ſharp and corroſive: and certainly it is 
mens eligible to die immediately by the wound of an 
y, than to decay lingering by poiſon, admituſ- 
tered from a pretended friend, apt 
Taz ſeventh chapter of the voyage of Brobding- 


nag contains ſuch ſarcaſms on the ſtructure of the hu- 


man body, as too plainly ſhew us, that the author was 


_ unwilling to loſe any opportunity of debaſing and ri- 


diculing his own ſpecies. | a 8 
To return to the Lilliputiaus, and the Brobdingnag- 
gians, where indelicacies do not intervene, the narra- 


tive is very entertaining and humorous. Several juſt 


ſtrokes of ſatyr are ſcattered up and down upon poli- 
tical errors in government. In ſome parts, Gul t- 
vx ſeems to have had particular incidents, or parti- 
cular perſons, in his view. His obſervations on edu - 
cation are uſeful: and ſo are his improvements on the 


inſtitution of Lycuxcus. Upon reading over the 
two firſt parts of theſe travels, one may diſcover a 


very great reſemblance between certain paſſages in 


'GuLLiives's voyage to Lilliput, and the voyage of 
 CrRano DE BERGERAC to the ſun and moon. 
alot | l CrRARNO 


* 
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CyYRano DE BERGERAC is a French author of a 
ſingular character, who had a very peculiar turn of 
wit and humour, in many reſpects reſembling that of 
the Dean. He wanted the advantages of learning, 
and a regular education: his imagination was leſs 
guarded, and correct, but more agreeably extrava- 
gant. He has introduced into his philoſophical ro- 
mance, the ſyſtem of DzscarTEs intermixt with ſe- 
veral fine ſtrokes of juſt ſatyr on the wild, and imme- 
chanical enquiries of the philoſophers, and aſtrono- 
mers of that age: and in many parts he has evidently 
directed the plan, which the Dean has purſued. 

I am ſorry, and yet, in candour, I ought to ob- 
ſerve, that Guutiver, in his voyage to Lilliput, 
dares even to exert his vein of humour ſo liberally, 
as to place the reſurrection (one of the moſt encou- 
raging principles of the Chriſtian religion) in a ridi- 
culous and contemptible light“. Why ſhould that 
appointment be denied to man, or appear ſo very ex- 
traordinary in the human kind, which the author of 
nature has illuſtrated in the vegetable ſpecies, where 

the ſeed dies and corrupts, before it can riſe again to 
new beauty and glory? | 

Tus third part of GuLLiveR's travels are in gene- 
ral written againſt chymiſts, mathematicians, mecha- 
nics, and projectors of all kinds. | | 
Tux Dean was little acquainted with mathematics, 
and was prejudiced againſt it, by obſerving the ſtrange 
effects it produced in thoſe, who applied themſelves 
entirely to it. No part of human literature has given 

eater ſtrength to the mind, or has produced greater 
—— to mankind, than the ſeveral branches of the 
mathematics. But the abuſes of this ſtudy, the idle, 
thin, immechanical reſinements of it, are juſt ſub- 
jets of ſatyr. The real uſe of knowledge is to invi- 

orate, - not to enervate the faculties of reaſon. 
earning degenerates into a ſpecies of madneſs, 
when it is not ſuperior to what it poſſeſſeth. - The ic; - 
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ONE OTROS: 
entific powers are moſt evident, when, they are ea- 
pable of exerting themſelves in the ſocial duties of 
life: when, they wear no chains, but can freely diſ- 
engage themſelves, and like a ſound” conſtitution of 
body, riſe chearful, and more vigorous by the food 
-they have acquired, being neither oppreſſed, nor ren- 
dered ſtupid by the labours of digeſtion, — 
Lon Bacon has juſtly expoſed the vain purſuits 
of oſtentatious pedants in the different parts of learn- 
-ing; and their unaccountable temerity in deducing 
general rules from arbitrary maxims, or few experi- 
ments: he has likewiſe fixed upon a ſure and certain 
baſis, the procedure and limits of the human under- 
ſtanding. Swirr has purſued the ſame plan in a 
different manner, and has placed the imaginary 
ſchemes of all pretenders, in a more ludicrous, and 
therefore in a more proper light. 335 


LE DUETS Nidiculum acri 
Fortius ac melius magnas plerumgue ſecat ret. 


Hs cannot be ſuppoſed to condemn” uſeful experi- 
ments, or the right application of them: but he ri- 
-dicules the vain attempts, and irregular productions 
of thoſe raſh men, who, like Ix oN, embracing a 
cloud inſtead of a goddeſs, plagued the world with 
Centaurs, whilſt JUPITER, from the embraces of a 
-Juxo, and an ALCMENA, bleſſed the earth with an 
-HreBx, and an HerxcuLEs, © | EF 

.. However wild the deſcription of the fying i/and, 
the manners, and various projects of the philoſophers 
of Lagado may appear; yet it is a real picture em- 
belliſhed with much latent wit and humour. It is a 
ſatyr upon thoſe ' aſtronomers and mathematicians, 
who have ſo entirely dedicated their time to the pla- 
nets, that they have been careleſs of their family and 
country, and have been chiefly anxious, about the 


cxconomy- and welfare of the upper worlds. But if 


we conſider the Dean's romance in a ſerious light, we 
ſhall find him of opinion, that thoſe determinations in 

philoſophy, which at preſent ſeem to the moſt know- 
2 7 ing 
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ing men to be perfectly well founded ''and-underſtood, 
are in reality unſettled, or uncertain, and may perhaps' 
ſome ages hence be as much deſcried, as the axioms - 
of AR18TOTLE are at this day. Sir Isa AC Newton, 


and his notions may hereafter be out of faſhion, There 


is a kind of mode in philoſophy, as well as in other 
things: and ſuch modes often change more from the 
humour and caprice of men, than either from the un- 
reaſonable, or the ill -· founded concluſions of the philo- 
ſophy itſelf. The reaſonings of ſome philoſophers 
have undoubtedly better foundations than thoſe of 
others; but the Dean is of opinion, that the moſt ap- 

lauded philoſophy hitherto extant has not fully, clear- 
y, and certainly explained many difficulties in the' ' 

hænomena of nature. He believed that God may 
Live abſolutely denied us the perfect knowledge” of 
many points in philoſophy, ſo that we ſhall never ar- 
rive at that perfection, however certain we may ſup- 
poſe ourſelves of having attained to it already. U 
the whole, we may ſay with Tur rr, Omnibus fere in 
rebus, et maxime in phyſicis quid non fit citius, quam" 
quid fit dixerim. | e l ben 

HE project for a more eaſy and expeditious me- 

thod of writing a treatiſe in any ſcience, by a wooden 
engine , is entertainingly ſatyrical, and is aimed at 
thoſe authors, who, inſtead of receiving materials from 
their own thoughts and obſervations, collect from dic- 
tion aries and common place- books, an irregular variety, 
without order, uſe, or deſign, li 

| Dr nec pes nec caput un: 


Tux project of ſhortning a diſcourſe, by cutting 
polyſyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and — | 
cl 2 is pointed at the pernicious cuſtom of con- 
tracting the Engliſb language, the dialect of which is 
naturally harſh, and that harſhneſs is ſtill encreaſed by 


* Page 218. 
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improper contradictions. As the Dean was ſerupulouf· 


ly exact in the pronunciation of his own tongue, not 


the leaſt improper expreſſion ever eſcaped his cenſure: 
and ſome remember to have ſeen in manuſcript a dic- 
tionary of hard words, compoſed by him for the uſe of 
his female ſenate. C 
Tus fixth chapter “ is full of ſeverity and ſatyr. 
Sometimes it is exerted againſt the legiſlative power: 
ſometimes againſt particuliar politicians :* ſometimes 
againſt women: and ſometimes it degenerates into filth. 
True humour ought to be kept up with decency, and 
dignity, or it loſes every tincture of entertainment. 
Deſcriptions that - ſhock our delicacy cannot have the 
leaſt good effect upon our minds. They offend us, and 
we fly precipitately from the ſight. We cannot ſtay: 
long enough to examine, whether wit, ſenſe, or mo- 
rality, may be couched under ſuch odious appearances. 
Theſe ſort of deſcriptions, which are too often inter- 
ſperſed throughout all the Dean's works, are ſeldom 
written with any other view, or from any other motive, 
than a wild unbridled indulgence of his own humour 
and diſpoſition, _ Ter ee 
- He ſeems to have finiſhed his voyage to Laputa in a 
eareleſs hurrying manner, which makes ſome almoſt 
think, that he was ſometimes tired with his work, and 


attempted to run through it as faſt as hg could; other- 


wiſe why was the curtain dropped ſo ſoon, or why 
were we deprived of ſo noble a ſcene as might have 


been diſcovered in the iſland of Glubdubarib , where 


the governor, by his ſeill in necromancy, hadi tbe power 
of calling whom he pleaſed from the dead. I believe it 
would be impoſſible to find out the Dean's deſign in 
ſummoning up a parcel of apparitions, that from their 


behaviour, or from any thing they ſay, are almoſt of 
as little conſequence, as the ou in Gary's farce of 
the What diye call it. Perhaps, his general deſign 


might be, to arraign the conduct of eminent perſons 


* Page 223. 
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after their death, and to. convey their names, and 
images to poſterity, deprived of thoſe falſe colours, in 
which they formerly appeared. If theſe were his in- 
tentions, he has miſſed his aim ; or at leaft, has been 
ſo far carried away by his diſpoſition to raillery, that 
the moral, which ought to ariſe from ſuch a fable, is 
buried in obſcurity. | 1% 
Tas firſt airy ſubſtance introduced is ALzxanpes 
the Great . After a hint from Gul LIVE R, that we 
have loſt the true Greek idiom, the conqueror of the 
univerſe is made to declare upon his honour, © That he 
« died by exceſſive drinking, not by poiſon.” A trifling 
and improper - obſervation, becauſe the apparition is 
called up as he appeared at the head of his army, juſt 
after the battle of Arabella. The reader's expecta- 
tions were great, when he found his. appearance was 
to be at that particular juncture. Though they would 
rather have wiſhed to have ſeen him after the battle of 
Ius, when the temperate uſe which he made of his 
very, e. highly worthy of imitation. Such a cir, 
cumſtance might have graced his triumph. There ar 
others too in the hiſtorical records of him, that re- 
dound to his honour, The tender regard which he 
ſhewed to Pix DAR, by ſparing the houſe of that poet 
(when he raſed the city of Thebes) ſeems to demand 
perpetual gratitude from all ſucceding poets. The 
manner in which he viſited the tomb of AcaiLLes : 
the affection and reſpect paid by him to Ar1sToTLE : 
the undaunted confidence placed in his phyſician 
Parte, are inſtances ſufficient to ſhew, that ALEXAN- 
DER did not want ſome virtues of humanity : and when 
we conſider ſeveral of his raſh actions of inebriety, 
they convince us, how far the native excellencies of the 
mind may be debaſed and changed by paſſions which 


too often attend ſucceſs and luxury, 


Utcunque defecere mores 
Dedecorant bene nata culpæ. 


* Chap. 7. Page 230 


IT 


12 es: 4” af 


— 
- Do . : = = \ — — 1 
. — - = - Ha h 
r : — 2 — — — , 
2 - — — \ "4 - — — — 2 — 4 = 
_ - ——— — 2 
Y 2 * n —— — — 43 — — = — - 
— 2 — — 
— . 
os > — — — a 4 b 
þ — — — . 1 - l — 5 — 
— = - K * — a - — . 
R — rern Ds LEND * ” A 
. 2 2 - 


— 7 — . 
— — .— 
_ 
a Y 
_ 
— _— 2 
— 
_ — ATA Bs — — 
e 


\ 


52 MEMOIRS of 


Ir is evident, that the Dean had conceived an ab- 


ſolute diſguſt to ALEXANDER, whoſe character he 


aims to deſtroy, by touching it in ſo ſlight a manner, 


that he puts me in mind of the viſit paid by Aucvs- 
Tvs Cxsar, to ALEXANDER's ſepulchre at Alexan- 


dria. Upon the emperor's arrival, the body of the 
Macedonian hero was found in it's full dimenſions, 


but ſo tender, notwithſtanding all the former embalm- 
ing, that Czar, by mee, only the noſe of it, 


defaced the whole figure immediately. 


HaANNIBAL *ſeems to have been ſummoned with no 


other view than to cenſure Livy the hiſtorian. It is 


not only improbable, but impoſſible, that HanniBar 


ſhould have carried a ſufficient quantity of vinegar 
for the purpoſe related by Livy: but as vinegar will 
certainly ſoften and diſſolve ſtones, the experiment 
might have been improved, or ſo contrived by Hax- 
NIBAL, as to appear to make an eaſy and expeditious 
opening through ſome particular paſſage, already fit- 
ted for the purpoſe. Such a trial, practiſed in that 


age of darkneſs, and properly managed, might have 


been univerſally received as a kind of miracle: ſo 
that Livy could fcarce have avoided inſerting the re- 


port as an acknowledged truth: eſpecially as the fact 


itſelf ſeems to infer, that the Romans were invincible, 
unleſs from ſome ſupernatural cauſe. The Dean (no 
friend to military men) thinks the Carthaginian gene- 
ral unworthy E any farther notice: and haſtens to 
call up the ſenate of Rome. This gives him an ap- 
portunity of being very ſevere upon a certain mo- 
dern aſſembly,” which he treats in a manner more re- 
ſembling the Cynic in his ce/l, than the free-humoured 
Rabelais in his eaſy chair, 1 5 

PourE x and C=8ar only appear to grace the en- 


try of Bxurus, who is the Dean's favourite patriot: 


but as CæsAR generouſly confeſſed to GuLLiIveR, 
« That the greateſt adlions of his life, were not, by 
t many degrees, equal to the glory of taking it away.” 
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It would have been a proper alleviation of the dicta- 


tor's crimes, to have acknowledged him the greateſt 
ſtateſman, orator, and ſoldier of the age, in which 
he lived: an age, fertile of eminent. men: an age, 
when ambition was ſcarce looked upon as a crime: 
and when the Romas virtue (once the ſupport and 
preſervation of the commonwealth) was long fince 


loſt in vice and luxury: at ſuch a time a ſingle maſter 


was become neceſſary, and Pomyty would have 
ſeized the reins of government had not CÆsA& in- 
terpoſed. If the conſpirators had reſtored liberty to 
their country, their act had been compleatly glorious, 
and would have ſhewed, that Czsar, not Rome, 
was degenerated. But, if we may judge from the 
conſequences, heaven diſapproved of the deed: - a 
particular fate attended the conſpirators, not one of 
whom died a natural death: and even BRurrus, per- 
haps recollecting, in h's laſt moments, the benefits, 
which he had received from C SAR, was ſtaggered 
in his thoughts of virtue, and imagining himſelf de- 
ceived by a ſhadow, broke out into a pathetical ex- 
preſſion, ſignifying, that he had worſhipped wirtue 
as a ſubſlance, and had found it only a ſhadow:” ſo 
that he ſeems to have wanted that fortitude of mind, 
which conſtantly attends true virtue to the grave; 
This defect in the character of Brurvus, is not im- 
properly expreſſed in the famous gallery of the great 
duke of Tuſcany, where there is a very fine head of 
Ba urus begun by MicuxEL ANGEL o, but left unfi- 


niſned: under it is engraven, upon a copper plate, 
this diſtic, 


Dum Bx Ur effigiem ſculptor de marmore ducit, 
In mentem ſceleris venit, et abſtinuit. 


Ir BRurus erred, it was from a wrong notion of 
virtue. The character of Czsar is perhaps more 
amiable, but leſs perfect: his faults were great; 
however, many of them were foils to his virtues. 

GUuLLiveR has given to BxuTus five compani- 
ons, Jun. BxuTus, SOCRATES, EPAMINONDAS, 

| 2 Caro 
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Caro the cenſor, and Sir Tomas Moors. Such a 
ſextumvirate is not eafily to be encreaſed : yet it is to 
Fe hoped that the reſ ection is too ſeverely critical, when 
he adds, that all the ages of the world cannot fur- 
« mfp out a ſeventh.” Every age has produced men 
of virtue, and abilities in the higheſt degree. The 
race of mankind, ſince their firſt creation, have been 
always the ſame. The greateſt characters have been 
blended with the greateſt faults. Poets and hiſtorians 
have fingled out particular perſons for fame and im- 
mortality: they have adorned them with accompliſh- 
ments, which perhaps they never poſſeſſed, while o- 
ther men equally meritorious, have been ſilently buri- 
ed in oblivion, with only the ſelf conſciouſneſs of de- 
ſerving a rank among the companions of BxuTus in 
the Elyſian fields. 

Ix this illuſtrious ſextumvirate, SocraTEs and 
Sir TrHoMAs Mcore andoubtedly deſerve the pre- 
eminence, The extravagant virtue of Junius Bau- 
1vs is ſhocking to every parent, and every good-na- 
tured mind, The important ſervices of the father, 
might juſtly have claimed from the public, the par- 
don of his ſons : and when his parternal piety had 
ſaved their lives, his precepts and example might fo 
efeRually have reclaimed their errors, as to have 
made them become uſeful members of the com- 
monwealth. I am fully perſuaded, that if the 
Dean had been a father, we ſhould not have 
found the name of Junius Bzurus where it is 
now placed. | 

GULLIVER, after having taken a tranſient view 
of numberleſs illuſtrious perſoas, whom he does 
not name, cloſes the chapter, | RE 

GuLLiveR, tired of heroes, changes the ſcene 
in the eighth chapter of his voyage to Laputa, 
and becomes curious to know the ſituation of 


poets and Une ee who, in their turn, have 


as eagerly contended for fame, as Czsar did for 
power, or BR urvs for liberty. He defires, that 
Homer and ARISTOTLE may make their appear- 
ance at the head of their commentators, Homes, 


ſays 
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ſays our traveller“ augs the taller and comelier 
« perſon of the two: walked very ere for ore 
* of his age, and his eyes were the moſi quick and 
« piercing 1 ever beheld.” It is certain, that Ho- 
MER has rather gained, than loſt vigour by his 
ears. Twenty-ſix centuries, have not umbraced 
is nerves, or given one wrinkle to his brow :' 
and although GuLLiveR has beſtowed upon him 
the additional ornament of fine eyes, yet — are 
apt to think they made the figure of this divine 
old man leſs awful: at leaſt I* am glad that he 
wanted his eye fight while he lived, ſince it is 
impoſſible, not to conclude from the productions 
of Homzs and Mil.Ton, that the Mind's Eye 
becomes more intenſely diſcerning, when it is not 
interrupted by external objects. It is an old ob- 
ſervation, that Homer has nouriſhed more perſons 
than SyLLa, Cz$ar, and AuGusTUs; and while 
their pictures have decayed, not a letter of the 
Iliad has been loſt. 
Hong x and ArrsTOTLE were as oppoſite as 


' poſſible in their characters: but the Dean has 
placed them together, with a view of ſhewing 


their commentators, in that juſt and ridiculous light, 
in which thoſe. ſcholiaſts ought to appear. When 
an age is bleſſed with the productions of an 
uncommon genius, ſuch as reſembles Homes, it 
muſt, in ſome meaſure, be puniſhed by bad imi- 
tations and comments ; in the ſame manner that 
you may have obſerved the fun by its heat and 
influence raiſing vapours, and animating inſects, 
that infect and perhaps corrupt the air, in which 
he ſhines with ſo much luſtre. But, when an ori- 
ginal admired author, as AR1STOTLE, is really er- 
roneous, and deceives with falſe ſpecious princi- 
ples, what a train of errors muſt arife from com- 
mentators on ſuch ſubjects, who, white they en- 
deavour to purſue and extend a pleaſing enchant. 
ed proſpect, that has no real foundation, deviate 
into a dark, diſagreeable- 2. of briers and thorns? 
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Ir is on this account that the Dean has eaters; 
AxisTorLE in company with Homer. The de- 
ſcription of that philoſopher is fine, and in a few 
words repreſents the true nature of his works. He 


« flooped much, and made uſe of a fiaff. His viſage 


« was meagre, his hair lank and thin, and his woice 
4% hollow.” By not having the immortal ſpirit of 
Honk, he was unable to keep his body ere&: and 
the ſtaff which: weakly n. him, like his com- 
mentators, made this defect more conſpicuous. He 
wanted not ſome uſeful qualities, but theſe real orna- 
ments, like his hair, were thin and ungraceful. His 
ſtyle was harſh, and, like his voice, had neither force 
nor harmony. He was without doubt a man of great 


genius and penetration, but he did infinitely more 
prejudice than ſervice to real literature. He ſtudied 


words more than facts, and delivered Bib philoſophy 
perplexed with ſuch intricate logical terms, as have 
laid a foundation for the endleſs ſcholaſtic diſputations, 
which have corrupted and retarded the progreſs of 
learning. He waged war with all his predeceſſors. 


He never quotes an author, but with a view to refute 


his opinion., ake the 8 emperor, he could 
not reign in Aale ety, till he had firſt deſtroyed his bre- 
thren. He Was as, ambitious in ſcience, as his pupil 
ALEXANDER: was in arms. He aimed to be a deſpo- 
tic original: and not only:to. be the prince, but. the 
tyrant of philoſophy. What then can be expected 
from the commentators of his works, who were de- 
void of his ingenuity, and poſſeſſed all his intricate 
follies? Ramvus with his covert ignorance, and Sco- 
Tus and Aquinas with their ſubdiviſions, and ima- 
ginary nothings, muſt make a contemptible figure in 
the Elyſian fields, wich are the ſuppoſed manſions 


of chearfulneſs, truth, and candour, and conſequent- 


ly muſt be a very improper ſituation for that tribe of 
philcſophers. 


« 7tlen fired, fays GULLIVER, that 8 


„ES and GAs SENI might Le called up: with whom 


« 1 prevailed- ig explain their ſyſtems to ARISTOTLE. 
« This great philoſopher freely . his own 
8 % mi ſtales 
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40 miſtakes in natural philoſophy, becauje he proceeded in 


many things upon conjecture, as all men muſt do; and 


& he found that GassENDI, who had made the dodtrine 


© of Epicurvs- as palatable as he could, and the vor- 


& tices of DEsCaRTEs, were equally to be exploded.” 
Tux deſcription of the STRULDBRUGGs, in the tenth 
chapter, is an inſtructive piece of morality: for, if 
we conſider it in a ſerious light, it tends to reconcile 
us to our final diſſolution. Death, when ſet in con- 


_ traſt to the immortality of the STRULDBRUGes, is 


no longer the king of terrors, he loſes his ſting: he 
appears to us as a friend: and we chearfully obey his 
ſummons, becauſe it brings certain relief to the great- 
eſt miſeries. It is in this deſcription, that the Dean 
ſhines in a particular manner. He probably felt in 
himſelf the effects of approaching age, and tacitly 


_ dreaded that period of life, in which he might become 


a repreſentative of thoſe mi/erable immortals. His ap- 
gegen were unfortunately fulfilled. He lived to 
the moſt melancholy ſight that was ever beheld: 
pets even in that condition, he continued to inſtruct, 
y appearing a providential inſtance to mortify the va- 
nity, which is too apt to ariſe in the human breaſt. 

Our life cannot be pronounced happy, till the laſt 
ſcene is cloſed with eaſe and reſignation: the mind ſtill 
continuing to preſerve its uſual dignity, and falling 
into the arms of death, as a wearied traveller ſinks 
into reſt. This is that Euthanaſia which AvcusTys 
often deſired, which AnToxinvus Pius enjoyed, and 
for which every wiſe man will pray. _. 

Ir is with great reluctance, I ſhall make ſome re- 
marks on GuLLiver's voyage to the Houyhnhums. 
In this laſt part of his imaginary travels, the Dean 
has indulged a miſanthropy that is intolerable, The 
re preſentatibn which he has given us of human na- 
ture, muſt terrify, and even debaſe the mind of the 
reader who views it. His ſales of wit and humour 
loſe all their force, nothing remaining but a melan- 
choly and diſagreeable impreſſion: and, as I have 


| ſaid to you, on other parts of his works, we are diſ- 


guſted, not entertained; we are ſhocked, not in- 
ſtructed 


" wa 3 
1 


ſtructed by the fable. I ſhould therefore chuſe to 

take no notice of his Taboo, did I not think it neceſ- 
ſary to aſſert the vindication of human nature, and 
thereby, in ſome meaſure, to pay my duty to the 
great author of our ſpecies, who has created us in a 
very fearful, and a very wonderful manner. 

W are compoſed of a mind, and of a body, in- 
timately united, and mutually affecting each other. 
Their operations indeed are entirely different. Whe- 
ther the immortal ſpirit, that enlivens this fine ma- 
chine, is originally of a ſuperior nature in various 
bodies, (which, I own, ſeems moſt conſiſtent and a- 
greeable to the ſcale and order of beings) or, whe- 

ther the difference depends on a ſymmetry, or pecu- 
- lar ſtructure of the organs combined with it, is be- 
yond my reach to determine. It 1s evidently certain, 
that the body is curiouſly formed with proper organs 
to delight, and ſuch as are adapted to all the neceſ- 
fary uſes of life. The ſpirit animates the whole; it 
guides the natural appetites, and confines them within 
juſt limits. But, the natural force of this ſpirit is of- 
ten immerſed in matter; and the mind becomes ſub- 
{ervient to paſſtons, which it ought to govern and di- 
rect. Horace, although of the Epicurean doctrine, 
acknowledges this truth, where he ſays, j | 
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| Atque affigit humo divine particulam aur. 


Ir is no leſs evident, that this immortal ſpirit has 
an independent power of acting, and, when cultiva- 
ted in a proper manner, ſeemingly quits the corporeal 
frame within wach it is impriſoned, and ſoars into 
Higher and more ſpacious regions; where, with an e- 
nergy, which J had almoſt ſaid was divine, it ranges 
among thoſe heavenly bodies, that, in this lower 
world, are ſcarce viſible to our eyes; and we can at 
once explain the diſtance, magnitude, and velocity 
of. the planets, and can foretel, even to a degree of 
minuteneſs, the particular time when a comet will re- 
turn, and when the ſun will be eclipſed in the next 

century. Theſe powers certainly evince the dignity 
„ 2 


ac , Y ke. ed o$ as todos fas 


Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT. 59 
of human nature, and the ſurpriſing effects of the | 
immaterial ſpirit within us, which, in ſo confined a 
ſtate, can thus diſengage itſelf from the fetters of 
matter. It is from this pre-eminence of the ſoul over 
the body, that we are enabled to view the exact order 
and curious variety of different beings; to conſider 
and cultivate the natural productions of the earth; 
and to admire and imitate the wiſe benevolence which 
reigns throughout the whole ſyſtem of the univerſe. 
It is from hence, that we form moral laws for our 
conduct. From hence, we delight in copying that 
great original, who, in his eſſence, is utterly incom- 
prehenſible, but, in his influence, is powerfully ap- 
parent to every degree of his creation. From hence 
too, we perceive a real beauty in virtue, and a di- 
ſtinction between good and evil. Virtue acts with 
the utmoſt generoſity, and with no view to her own 
advantage; while- vice, like a glutton, feeds herſelf 
enormouſly, and then is willing to diſgorge the nau- 
ſeous offals of her feaſt. | 

Tux Dean deduces his obſervations from wrong 
principles; for, in his land of Houyhnhnms, he con- 
ſiders the ſoul. and body in their moſt degenerate and 
uncultivated ſtate: the former as a ſlave to the ap 
tites of the latter. He ſeems inſenſible of the ſur- 
priſing mechaniſm and beauty of every part of the 
human compoſition. - He forgets the fine deſcription 
which Ov1p gives of mankind. 


Os homini ſublime dedit, calumque tueri 
Tuſfit, et erectos ad fidera tollere wultus, 


In painting Yahoos, he becomes one himſelf. Nor 
is the picture, which he draws of the Houyhnhnms, 
inviting or amuſing. It wants both light and ſhade 
to adorn it. It is cold and inſipid. We there view 
the pure inſtincts of brutes, unaſſiſted by any know- 
ledge of letters, acting within their own narrow 
ſphere, merely for their immediate preſervation. 
They are incapable of doing wrong, therefore they 
act right. It is ſurely a very low character given to 

85 creatures, 
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creatures, in whom the author would infinuate ſome 


degree of reaſon, that they act inoffenſively, when 
they have neither the motive nor the power to act o- 


therwiſe. Their virtuous qualities are only negative. 


The Dean himſelf, amidſt all his irony, muſt have 


confeſſed, that to moderate our paſſions, to extend 
our munificence to others, to enlarge our underſtand- 


ing, and to raiſe our idea of the 0 aw by con- 
templating his works, is not only the buſineſs, but 
often the practice, and the ſtudy of the human mind. 
It is too certain, that no one individual has ever poſ- 
ſeſſed every qualification and excellence: however ſuch 
an aſſemblage of different virtues, may ſtill be collected 
from different perſons, as are ſufficient to place the 
dignity of human nature in an amiable and exalted 


ſtation, We muſt lament indeed the many inſtances. 


of thoſe who degenerate, or go aſtray from the end 
and intention of their being. The true ſource of 


this depravity is often owing to the want of education, 


to the falſe indulgence of parents, or to ſome other 
bad cauſes, which are conſtantly prevalent in every 


nation. Many of theſe errors are finely ridiculed in - 


the foregoing parts of this romance: but the voyage 
to the Houyhnhnms is a real inſult upon mankind. 

In the beginning of the fourth volume, is a pam- 
M, entitled, A Letter from a Member of the Houſe 
of Commons in Ireland, to a Member of the Houſe of 
Commons in England, concerning the ſacramental Teſt, 
written in the Year 1708: — it is preceded by an 
explanatory advertiſement, that was either dictated, 
or ſtrictly reviſed by the Dean himſelf, He held the 
diſſenters in the utmoſt degree of ridicule and deteſta- 
tion. He had an openneſs in his diſpoſition, and a 


frankneſs in his conduct, that bore an abhorrence to 


all kind of reſerve: even to diſcretion. Solemnities 


and outward forms were deſpiſed by him. His hu- 


morous diſpoſition tempted him to actions inconſiſtent 
with the dignity of a clergyman: and ſuch flights 
drew upon him the general character of an irreligious 


man. There is a ſtory told of him, that fully 3 
how 


Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT. 6t 
how little he regarded' certain ceremonies, which 
ought always to be obſerved with reſpect. Soon af- 
ter he had been made Dean of St. PaTRick's, he 
was loitering one Sunday in the afternoon, at the 
houſe of Dr. Ra TMoN D (with whom he had dined). 
at Trin, a little town near Dublin, of which the doc- 
tor was vicar. The bell had rung: the pariſhioners 
were aſſembled, for evening-prayers: and Dr. Rav» 
MOND was preparing to go to the church, which was: 
ſcarce two hundred yards from his houſe. © Ray» 
Mus, ſaid the Dean, [I'll lay you a crown, I Will 
* begin prayers before you this afternoon.” © TI ac- | 
*« cept the wager,” replied Dr. Raymond: and im- 
mediately they both ran as faſt as they could towards 
the church. Raymond, who was much the nimbler 
man of the two, arrived firſt at the door: and when 
he entered the church, walked decently towards the 
reading-deſk. Swirr never flackened his pace, but, 
running up the iſle, left Dr. Raymond behind him 
in the middle of it, and ſtepping into the reading- 
deſk, without putting on a ſurplice, or opening the 
prayer- book, began the liturgy in an audible voice, 
and continued to repeat the ſervice ſufficiently long to 
win his wager. To ſuch a diſpoſition, it is impoſſible 
that the gravity of nonconformiſts could be agree- 
able. The diſlike was mutual on both fides. The 
Dean hated all fanatics: all fanatics _ — _ 
| hlet is particularly written againſt repealing i 
left 45 : and . himſelf related to the 
kingdom of Jreland, will find in it, ſome arguments 
of weight and conſideration, in caſe any fach repeal 
ſhould ever be attempted there. 

I cannorT help pointing out, one particular 
piece of ſatyr, that is entirely in the Dean's own 
ſtyle and manner. In the fourth page, he expreſſes 
himſelf thus. One of theſe authors ( the fellow that 
as pilloried, I have forgot his name) is indeed ſo 
grave, ſententious, dogmatical a rogue, that there is 
« no enduring him. Ihe fellow that was pilloried 
was DANIEL. DeyFos, whoſe name the Dean well 
knew and remembered ; but the circumſtance of the 
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pillory was to be introduced; and the manner of in- 


* 


ſatyr, and carries all the marks of ridicule, indigna- 
Dean, like the bite of the rattle ſnake, diſtinguiſfi 


- themſelves more venemouſly dangerous, than the 


wounds of a common ſerpent. 51 
Tus next tract is, A Propoſal fer the univerſal Uſe 


of Iriſh Manufacture in Cloths, and Furniture of Houſes, 


&c. utterly rejecting and renouncing every thing 
wearable that comes from England, written in the 
year 1720. As the Dean does not appear as a politi- 
cal writer from the year 1714 to the year 1720, the 
reader will probably be curious to know, in what 


manner he employed his time from the death of the 


queen till the South-ſea year. Not in poetry, for his 


poetical pieces, during that period, are in a manner 
domeſtic; being ſcarce any more than trifles to ShE- 


RIDAN, Or poematia to STELLA. How then is the 


chaſm to be filled up? I imagine, by GuLtives's 


travels. Such a work muſt, in all likebhood, have 
engroſſed his leiſure, during five or fix years. When 


that was finiſhed, he found an opening to indulge his 


love of politics, and to commence a patriot for re- 
land: and he made uſe of the opportunity, by en- 
creaſing. the natural jealouſy which the leſſer iſland 


conſtantly entertains of the greater. His treatiſe, or 

ropoſal, immediately raiſed a very violent flame, 

he printer was proſecuted: and the proſecution had 
the ſame effect, which generally attends thoſe kind of 
meaſures: it added fuel to the flame. 
enemies muſt confeſs, that the pamphlet is written in 
the ſtyle of a man, who had the good of his country 
neareſt his heart; who ſaw her errors, and wiſhed-to 


correct them; who felt her oppreſſions, and wiſhed. 
to relieve them, and who had a deſire to rouze, and 
_ awaken an indolent nation from a lethargic diſpoſiti- 


on, that might prove fatal to her conſtitution, - 
To the propoſal, in favour of the Iriſh manufac- 
ture, ſucceed Some Arguments againſt enlarging the 


rious 


Power of Biſhops in letting of Leaſes. This is too ſe- 


7 


troducing it, ſhews great art in the niceſt touches of 


tion, and contempt. The ſcoffs and ſarcaſms of the / 
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But his greateſt 
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rious a pamphlet for all people's peruſal, nor ſhall I 
ive any farther account of it, than to ſay, thatit is 
intermixt with thoſe maſterly ſtrokes of irony, whick 
are ſo often interſperſed in Swirr's works. 
Bur the general ſubje& of the pamphlet leads me 
to recolle& a circumſtance much to the Dean's ho- 
nour. He could never be induced to take fines : for 
any of the chapter lands. He always choſe to raiſe 
the rents, as the method leaſt oppreſſive to the pre- 
ſent tenant, and moſt advantageous to all future te- 
nants and landlords. He conſtantly refuſed to give 


charity out of the chapter funds, which he alledged 


were ſcarce ſufficient to maintain the neceſſary re- 
pairs of the cathedral. 7 EK 

I am now come to the DRAIER's /etters, thoſe. 
brazen monuments of his fame. They were written 
in the year 1724. Few people, if any, are ignorant 
of the cauſe which gave riſe to theſe letters, and the 
effect which they had upon the nation. The true 
patriot-ſpirit, ſtyle, and conduct of theſe letters, can 


never be too much admired. . 


Ir theſe letters appear too grave to young people, 
who are little intereſted in the preſent, and much leſs 
in the paſt, affairs of Ireland, they may. find a paper 
at the end of them that will excite riſibility, or I am 
miſtaken, It is entitled, 4 full and true account of the 
ſolemn proceſſion to the Gallows, at the execution of 
WILIA Woop, E/; and hard-ware-man. The 
author makes the ſeveral artificers attend WILL IAU 
Wood (repreſented by a log of timber) to the gal- 
lows, and each tradeſman expreſſes his reſentment in 


the terms of his proper calling.“ The Cook ail. 


* BASTE him. The BOOKSELLER ai// TURN OVER A 
„ NEW LEAF with him. The TAYLOR will ft ix 
© HIS SKIRTS;” and ſo on, through a number of 
people of different conditions. Then follows the 
proceſſion, moſt humorouſly deſcribed. The whole 
is a piece of ridicule, too powerful for the ſtrongeſt 

gravity to withſtand. | 
Tue next tract is, A Hort wiew of the late of Ire- 
land, æuritten in the year 1727s Of this I need take 
little 


— 


— 


; 
5 
N 


64 MEMOIRS FT 
| Aittle notice, ſince the preſent ſtate of Jreland is, in C3 
| general, as flouriſhing as poſſible. Agriculture is pe 
9 cultivated: arts and fciences are encouraged: and in ce 
bn the ſpace of alas aces no kingdom can be more 


E. improved. Jre/and, in relation of England, may be th 

| compared to a younger ſiſter lately come of age, after W. 
= having ſuffered all the miſeries of an injured minor; on 
nn duch as law ſuits, encroachments upon her property, vc 
ö 1 violation of her rights, deſtruction of her tenants, ard an 
al every evil that can be named. At length, Time, N 
= and her own noble ſpirit of induſtry, have entirely re- bo 
19 lieved her, and, ſome little heart-burnings excepted, 


ſne enjoys the quiet poſſeſſion of a very ample for- 
tune, ſubject, by way of acknowledgement, to cer- 
tain quit rents, payab'e to the elder branch of her 

28 Houſe: and let me add by experience, that tale her 
«all in all, ſhe cannot have a greater fortune than ſhe 


* * | on * 


deſerves. 40 
I SHALL not make any comments upon An An ſeber c 
| to a Paper, called, A Memorial of the pcor Inhabitants, | Sy 
| Tradeſmen, and Labourers of the Kingdom of Ireland, he 

3 -evritten in the fear 1728. The pamphlet which | 
= comes next in order of ſucceſſion, is written with the po 
| Dean's uſual peculiarity of humour. The title of Wa 
. It is, 4 modeſt Propoſal for preventing the Children of co 
poor People in Ireland, from being à Burden to their Pa- vir 
rents or Country; and for making them beneficial to the 2 
Public, auritten in the year 1729. The propoſal is to 17 
fatten beggars children, and ſell them for food to rich mi 
14 Jandlords, and perſons of quality. | Wa 
9 The windication of his excellency Jon Lerd CAx- on 
| 18 TARET, from the charge of favouring none but Tories, {ev 
i 1 i High Churchmen, and Jacobites, is entirely humorous, ing 
{ and ſo I think are all the remaining pamphlets in this ha 
| volume. But the laſt piece, entitled, The Speech and wr 
dying Words of EBENEzZOR ELLISTON, abo was ge- ſhe 
„ cuted the 2d of May, 1722, written and publiſped at his : 
111 defire for the common good, had a moſt excellent effect. wh 
1 I )!he thieves, vagabonds, and all the lower claſs of vo} 
ll people thought it the real work of EBeNszor EL L1s are 
Ton, who had received the grounds of a good edu- WI. 


cation; 
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cation; and the ſtyle of this paper, is ſo natural for a 
perſon. in ſach circumſtances, that it, would almaſt de- 
dei ve the niceſt judgment. | 


=, 


I nave now compleated my animad verſions upon 
the four firſt volumes of the Dean's works; the laſt of 
which contains abundance of ironical wit, founded up- 
on the baſis of reaſon and good ſenſe. The four firſt 
volumes of the Dean's works were publiſhed together, 
and paſſed: immediately under his own inſpection. 


Not long aftewards came out two additional volumes, 


both which were ſuperviſed and corrected by the author. 
- The Conduct of the Allies begins the fifth volume. 
I imagine that the Publiſher's Preface was compoled by 
the Dean himſelf, but affectedly written in. a bad ſtyle. 
The laſt paragraph makes me ſuſpect his hand. . 
E is you ſeen, ſays the Publiſher, that a ſpirit of 
« liberty is diffiſed througy all theſe-auritings, and that 
«K the author is an enemy to tyranny and oppreſſion in any 
ce Hape whatever; This is the character at which 


 Swier aimed, and this is the character which indeed 
he deſerved. 


Tnkxouchovn the courſe of this work, I have freely 
pointed out all his faults, but with all thoſe faults, he 
was above corruption. A virtue in itſelf ſufficient to 
cover a multitude or human failings, ſince from that 
virtue alone can flow proſperity to the commonwealth. 

The Conduct of the Allies was written in the year 
1712, and it is preparatory to the peace, which the 
miniſters were then concerting, and which was after - 
wards perfected at Utrecht. It begins by reflexions 
on war in general, and then particularly mentions the 
ſeveral civil wars in our kingdom. When I am read- 
ing treatiſes of this ſort, I cannot help pitying my un- 
happy country, torn to pieces by her own ſons, 
wretched” mother of vultures, for whom, like TirY vs, 
ſhe produces new entrails only to be deyoured. | 

Tu papers called the Examiners, at leaſt thoſe of 
which the Dean is the author, fill up the reſt of the 
volume. They begin in November 1710, and they 
are carried down to the end of Fuly 1711. They ate 
written in, defence of the new adminiſtration, and the 
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T revolutions at court which had introduced the 
Earl of Oxronp, and had diſplaced the Earl of Go- 
DOLPHIN and his friends. : 


Maxx of the Dean's Examiners are perſonally 


aimed at the General *. In a free country, the power 
of a general is always to be feared, The greater his 
millitary capacity, or the more ſucceſsful his arms, in 
the greater danger are the liberties of the people. On 


this maxim the Dean proceeded; and while he was 
Writing in-defence of the common-wealth, he had an 


opportunity of giving a looſe to his own ſeverity, of 
which the houſe of Pride, and ſeveral. other allegori- 
cal eſſays are very ſpirited examples. 


Bor I am fettered in my animadverſions on theſe 


apers. The preſent times, and the honour which I 

r to many noble families, deſcended from perſons 
mentioned in the Examiners, make me willing to take 
as ſlight notice as poſlible even of the wittieſt paſſages 
in thoſe papers, becauſe many of thoſe paſſages ariſe 
from perſonal reflections, or party ſarcaſms. In gene- 
ral, the ſeveral points relating to the national debt (alas! 
how encreaſed fince the year 1710) the too long conti - 
uance of the war, and other public topics of com- 
plaint, are melancholy truths, juſtly becoming the pen 


of a man who loves his country. 


W'1THrn theſe laſt forty years, the political treatiſes 


have been ſo numerous, ſo various, ſo local, and fo 


temporary, that each new pamphlet has ſucceeded its 


predeceſſor, like a youthful ſon to an antient father amidſt 


a multiplicity of followers, admirers, and dependants, 
whilſt the antiquated Sire baving ſrutted and foamed his 
hour upon the ſlage, is heard no more, but lies ſilent, and 


_ almoſt entirely forgotten, except by a few friends and 
- cotemporaries, who accidentally remember ſome of his 


| [bon obſervations, or prophetical aphoriſms, which they 


ave lived to ſee accompliſhed. Thus has it fared 


with the Examiners, the FR EEHOLp RAS, and the 


CRAFTSMAN: and the ſame fate will attend moſt writ- 
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ings of that ſort, which being framed to ſerve particu- 


lar views, fulfil the purport of their creation, and then 


ig : While works of a more liberal and diffuſive 
ind are acecptable to all perſons, and all times; and 
may aſſume to themſelves, a certain proſpect of ſur- 
viving to the lateſt poſterity, 

WHen a gentleman enters into the commerce of life, 
he will be obliged, in his own defence, to look into every 
thing that 1 written upon political ſubjects. In 
England, a man cannot keep up a converſation with- 
out being well verſed in politics. In whatever other 
point of learning he may be defficient, he certainly 
muſt not appear ſuperficial in ſtate affairs. He muſt 
chuſe his party; and he muſt ſtick to the choice. Nen 
rewocare gradum muſt be his motto. 

Ir party, and the conſequences of it had ariſen to 
that heighth among the Romans and Grecians, as it has 
ariſen of late years among the Eng/ie,. their poets- 
would probably have added her to the three furies, and 
would have placed her in hell, as a fit companion for-- 
TysieproNE, Moak, and Al ECC To, from whence, . 
according to their deſcription,. ſhe might have made 


* 


excurſions upon earth, only with an intention to de- 


ſtroy, confound, miſlead, and diſunite mankind. 

Ir. is true, that all countries have their parties and 
their factions. But there is a cettain contagious diſ- 
temper of this ſort; ſo peculiar to the -Britif+ iſlands, .. 


that, I believe, it is unknown to every other part of: 


the world. It enereaſes our natural gloom, and it 
makes us ſo averſe to each other, that it keeps men of? 
the beſt morals, and moſt ſocial inclinations, in one con- 
tinued ſtate of warfare and oppoſition. Muſt not the- 
ſource of this. malady ariſe rather from the heart, 
than from the head? from the different operations af; 
our paſſions, than of-our reaſon ? - | 


Furorne cæcus, an rapit vis acrior, 


An 0 ulpa.? ; 


Tur Dean, a man of violent paſſions, was, in con- 
ſequence of thoſe 3 violent in his party: but as 
| 3 
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bis capacity and genius were ſo ext raordinary and 


extenſive, even his party writings carry with them 
dignity and inſtruction: and in that light I wiſh all 


to read the Examfners, where they will find a 


nervous ſtyle, - a clear diction, and great know- 
ledge of the true landed intereſt of England. 


Suck a confuſion, ſuch 'a mixture of verſe, proſe, 


politics, letters, ſimiles, wit, trifles, and polite con- 
werſation, are thrown into the ſixth volume, that I 
know not in what manner to treat it, or what 
particuliar part to recommend to the Reader. 
The poetry, the ſimiles, and the trifles are not 
worth attention. Of the letters, the two from 
the earl of PETERBOROUGH to Mr. Pore, are 
Mort, but excellent in their kind. The others, I 
mean thoſe of the Dean, and of Mr. Poys, have 
much leſs merit, or at leaſt are much leſs agree- 
#ble. Lord PsxTERBOROUGH's wit is ealy and 
vnaffeted. At the time when he wrote thoſe 
two letters, he had hung up his helmet, and 
his buckler, and was retired to his plough, 


. wearied of courts, and diſguſted with ſtateſ- 


men. He had made a moſt conſiderable figure 
in his day. His character was amiable and un- 
common. His life was a continued ſeries of va- 
riety. In his public and private conduct he dif- 
fered from moſt men. He bad viſited all climates, 
but had ſtaid in none. He was a citizen of the 
world. He conquered and maintained armies with- 
out money. His actions and expreſſions were pe- 
culiar to himſelf, He was of a vivacity ſupertour 
to all fatigue, and his courage was beyond any 
conception of danger. He verified, in many in- 
ſtances, whatever has been ſaid of romantic heroes. 
He ſeems to have been fixed only in his friend- 
Nu ps and moral principles. He had a moſt. true 
regard and affection for Swirr and Pope. The 
Dean, in a ſhort copy of verſes“, has deſcribed 
him in a particular manner, but ſo juſtly, that the 
four laſt ſtanzas will give a moſt perfect, and 


— 
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compleat idea of lord PzTERBOROVUGH's perſon and 
military virtues, | INI 


0 Hteleton in outward figure, 
« His meagre corps, though full of vigour, 
„Would halt behind him were it bigger. 


« $9 wonderful his expedition, 
© When you have not the leaſt ſuſpicion, 
« He's with you like an apparition, 


“ Shines in all climates like a ſtar, 
© In ſeuates bold, and fierce in war, 
« A land commander, and a tar. 


Heroic actions early bred in, 
„ Ne'er to be match'd in modern reading, 
„ But by his name-ſake CHARLES of Sabeden. 


Tux public ſpirit of the Whigs is a pamphlet 
in anſwer to the Criſis written by Ricnarp 
STEEL, but it contains ſuch acute ſatyr againſt the 
nobility of Scotland, that in an advertiſement print- 
ed before it, we are told, Al] the Scotch lords 
te then in London, went in a body to cemplain againſt 
« the author, and the conſequence of that complaint 
« was a proclamation, offtring a reward of three 
« hundred pounds to diſcover him.” It was written 
in the year 1712, by the conſent, if not the en- 
couragement of the miniſters of that æra. In the 
ſtyle and conduct, it is one of the boldeſt, as well 
as one of the moſt maſterly tracts that Sw Ir 
ever wrote. And I cannot help again obſerving, 
that on whatever topic he employs his pen, the 
ſubject which he treats of, is always ſo excellently 


managed, as to ſeem to have been the whole ſtudy 


and application of his life: ſo that he appears, the 
greateſt maſter through a greater variety of materials, 
than perhaps have been diſcuſſed by any other 


author. 

Tus biſhop of Saliſbury [Dr. Burnet] is the 
ndxt antagoniſt whom the Dean attacks in ſingle 
combat, I can give no better idea of this work, 


than by a quotation from the tract itfelf, which is 


* * * | 
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called, 4 preface to the biſhop of Saliſbury's intre- 
duction to the third volume of the hiftory of the re- 
1 of the. church of England. Towards the 
atter end of the pamphlet 
« However: be THE BISHOP, thanks. God, there 


ce. 


C'S 


« 
c for they cry out againſi the plainefl diftates of © 
« their ob conſcience, reaſon. and belief. 
« But lafily, They LIE IN THE DUST, MOU RN=- 
« ING BEFORE Him, Hang me if 1 believe that, 
% unleſs it be figuratively ſpoken. But, ſuppoſe it 


* SwiFT fays, 


are many among us. who fland in the breach. 
I believe there may : it is a breach of theip- 
own making, aud they deſign to come forward, 
and ſtorm and plunder, if they are not driven 
back, THEY MAKE THEMSELVES A. WALL 
FOR THEIR CHURCH AND.COUNTRY, A $0UTH- 
wall, I ſuppoſe, for. all the beſt fruit of the 
church and country to be nailed on. Let us ex- 
amine this metaphor. Tus WALL or our 


' CHURCH: AND COUNTRY. ig built of thoſe who. 
love the conflitution in both. Our domeſtic ene- 
mies undermine ſome. parts. of the WALL, and place 


themſelves in the BREACH; and then cry, WE. 


ARE THE WALL, Ve do. not like (uch patch- 
. work ; they build with untempered mortar ; nor 
can they ever cement with us, till they get bet=. 
Cop Hteep 


ter materials ; and better workmen 


us from having our BREACHES made up with 


ſuch rubbiſh: THEY STAND UPON THE. WATCH=. 


TOWER ! They are indeed pragmatical enough to 


« 0 ſo, but avho aſſigned them that. po y to give . 
alſe dans. 
gers, and ſend us to. defend ane gate, while their. 


us falſe intelligence, to- alarm us wit 


accomplices are breaking in at another? Taty cky 


ro God, DAY AND , NIGHT TO: AVERT THE- 
JUDGEMENT OF POPERY, WHICH SEEMS TO. 
HASTEN TOWARDS us. Then 1 affirm, they. 
are hypocrites by day, filthy dreamers by night. 


When they cry unto Him, He. will not hear them: 
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to be true, why do THEY LIE IN THE DUST ? be- 
' cauſe they lowe to raiſe it; for what do they mourn ? 
« why for power, wealth, and places. There let the 
* enemies of the Queen, Monarcy, and the church lie, 
« and mourn, and lick the DUST lite SERPENTS, till 
ic they are truly ſenſible of their ingratitude, falſbood, 
& diſobedience, flander, blaſphemy, ſedition, and every 
% evil work.” | | 

I uvusr follow the ſame method in forming the read- 


cf 
cc 


0 * = 
. 
* 
F 


er's idea of the next pamphlet, by a quotation cut of 


it, which happens to be the firſt paragraph. The title 


is, The Presbyterrans Plea of Merit in order to take off 


the Teſt impartially examined : and the author begins 
in the true vein of wit and ſpirit, by ſaying, ** We 


&« have been told in the common news papers, that all 


* attempts are to be made this ſeſſions by the Preſoby- 


c terians and their abettors, for taking off the Teſt ; 
cc as a kind of preparatory ſtep to make it go down ſmoo- 
&« ther in England. For, if once ThEIR LIGHT 


© WOULD so SHINE, the papiſis, delighted with the 
c blaze, would all come in, and dance about it. This 


I take to be a prudent method, like that of a diſcreet 


ec phyfician, who firſt gives a new medician to a dog, 
ce before he preſcribes it to A HUMAN CREATURE.” I. 


have quoted this ſhort paſſage for the ſtyle, as well as 


the matter; and I dare ſay, even from hence, the rea- 


der will be confirmed in one general obſervation, that 
the Dean maintains and conducts his metaphors ang 
alluſions, with a juſtneſs particularly delicate and ex? 
act, and without the leaſt ſtiffneſs, or affectation. I 
have already mentioned in what degree of contempt 
and hatred he held the diſſenters, eſpecially the preſ- 
byterians : and I need only add, that as this pamphlet 
was written for the meridian of Ireland, it ought to 
have been placed with the other tracts on the ſame ſub- 
ject. | 

Tux ſubſequent pamphlet is, Advice offered to the 
members of the October club. It was written in the 
year 1711, and is ſo applicable to that particular time, 
that I ſhall not make any animadverſions- upon it. 
From political tracks, the true hiſtory of England is to 
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be deduced: and if foreigners were to enter into that 
branch of reading, they might frame a more diſtinct 


notion of our legiſlature, and of our manners, than: 


from more laboured and connected accounts of our 
conſtitution. In ſuch a view, I am apt to think, 
that, at firſt ſight, they muſt behold us a diſunited, 
diſcontented, and ſeemingly an unſteady people: but 
I am certain, that, upon a more minute diſquiſition, 
they muſt find in us a fixed, and, I may ſay, an in- 
nate love of liberty, variegated, and perhaps ſome- 
times erroneous in its progreſs, but conſtant and un- 
wearied in the purſuit of that glorious end. What 
people upon earth can deſire a more exalted, or a 
more diſtinguiſhed character? To ſpeak in the dialect 
of the heathen world, our errors are the errors of 


men, our principles are the principles of gods, 


Tus other pieces in this volume, except The Re- 
marks on the Barrier Treaty, are not, in my mind, 
ſufficiently ſtriking to deſerve much notice. Some of 
them are the minutiſimæ of the Dean's writings, 
which, I believe, he would ſcarce have publiſhed, 
fond as he was of ſeeing his works in print, if he had. 
been in the full vigour of his underſtanding, or had 
conſidered, that thoſe kind of trifles, which are 
weak as feathers, in ſupporting a reputation, are: 
heavy as lead, in depreſſing it. 

Tus ſeventh volume contains Swirpr's epiſtolary 
correſpondence, from the year 17 14 to the year 1737, 
and, as it is an acknowledged obſervation, that na- 
part of an author's writings give a greater inſight into. 
his natural diſpoſition than his letters (eſpecially when. 


written with freedom and ſincerity) I ſhall endeavour; 
to point out ſuch circumſtances in the Dean's epiſtles, 
and in the anſwer of his friends, as may afford mate- 
rials to form conjectures upon the different characters, 


not only of the Dean, but of his correſpondents. 
From the preceding part of this work, the reader. 
probably may become acquainted with Dr Sw1eT, but 
the manners and opinions of thcſe perſons with whom 
he correſponded, are in every reſpect ſo blended with 


his own, as not to be eaſily ſeparated, and in ſuch 5 
N 5 . kind 
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kind of united view, they will mutually refle& light 
upon each other. I | 


- 


To a young man juſt entering into the world, the 


ſubje& may prove of particular importance, as it 
may guide him, not only in the choice of his cor- 


reſpondents, but in his manner of writing to them. 


Tut freedom of the preſs is to be watched and de- 
fended with the moſt jealous eye. It is one of the 
chief articles of that great Charter of liberty to 
which the people of England are entitled: but as no 
human inſtitution can be perfect, even this branch of 
liberty has its excreſcences that might be pruned. I 
mean particularly that licenſe, which of late has too 
much prevailed of publiſhing epiſtolary correſpond- 
ences. Such a faſhion, for I know not what elſe to 


call ir, is extremely pernicious. At preſent, it ſatis- 


hes the curioſity of the public; but for the future, it 
will tend to reſtrain that unſuſpicious openneſs, which 
is the principal delight of writing to our friends, I 
am ſorry to ſay by experience, that the letters which 
contain the moſt ſincere, and perhaps haſty obſervati- 
ons upon perſons, times, and circumſtances, are of- 
ten reſerved as treaſures, and hoarded up, as miſers 
hoard gold; like which, they lie concealed in cabi- 
nets and ſtrong boxes for ſome time, till chancing to 


fall into the hands of an extravagant heir, or an in- 


qudicious executor, they are not only brought into 
light, but diſperſed and expoſed, ſo as to become the 
property of the whole world. 

I own, I find myſelf under no ſmall difficulty im diſ- 
cuſſing this volume of the Dean's letters. General criti- 
ciſms will be attended with obſcurity: and it would be 
tedious to conſider them in their exact order. I ſhall 
endeavour therefore, to take a review only of what 
ſeems to deſerve attention. Let us begin with the 
letters that paſſed between Dr. SwirT and Mr. Pope, 
The correſpondence had commenced in a very early 
part of Mr. Poys's life, and was carried on with 
ſcarce any interruption from the death of the queen. 
If we may judge of Mr. Port from his works, his 
chief aim was to be eſteemed a man of on His 
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letters are written in that ſtyle. His laſt volumes are 
all of the moral kind. He has avoided trifles, and 


conſequently has eſcaped a rock which has proved 


very injurious to the Dean's reputation. He has 
ro his imagination full ſcope, and yet has pre- 
erved a perpetual guard upon his conduct. The con- 
ſtitution of his body and mind might early incline 
him to habits of caution and reſerve, The treatment 


which he met afterwards from an innumerable tribe 


of adverſaries, confirmed thoſe habits, and made 
him ſlower than the Dean in pronouncing his judge- 
ment upon perſons and things. - His prcſe writings 
are little leſs harmonious than his verſe: and his voice 
in common converſation was ſo naturally muſical, that 


honeſt Tom Sou THeRNE uſed always to call him he 
little nightingale. His manners were delicate, eaſy, 


and engaging: and he treated his friends with a po- 
liteneſs that charmed, and a generoſity that was much 
to his honour. Every gueſt was made happy within 


his doors. Pleaſure dwelt under his roof, and ele- 


ue preſided at his table. The Dean was of a dif- 
erent diſpoſition: to his domeſtics he was paſſionate 
and churliſh: to his equals and ſuperiors rather an 


entertaining than a defirable companion. He told a 


ftory in an admirable manner: his ſentences. were 
ſhort and perſpicuous: his obſervations were piercing. 
He had ſeen the great world, and had profited much 
by his experience. He had not the leaſt tincture of 
vanity in his converſation. He was perhaps, as he 
ſaid himſelf, too proud to be vain. When he was 
polite, it was in a manner entirely his own. In his 
friendſhips, he was conſtant and undiſguiſed. He was 
the ſame in his enmities. He generally ſpoke as he 
thought in all companies and at all times. I remem- 
ber to have heard, that he dined once at a Lord 
Mayor's feaſt in Dublin, and was attacked and teized 


by an opulent, boiſterous, half intoxicated - Squire, 
who happened to fit next him: he bore the aukward 


railery for ſome time, and then on a ſudden called 
out in a loud voice to the Mayor, © My Lord, here is 


one of your bears at my ſhoulder, he has been worrying 


me ibis half hour, 1 defire you will order him to be taken 
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= ** theſe laſt particulars he differed widely 

” rom. his friend Porz, who could ſtifle reſenttnent, 

44H wait with patience till a more 8 and pe b 
a more ee Pour of 2 * But no 

Nane 6 diflmititude” of "th in 8 manne 


cat! " 
Rank wi 1 58 1 ee 7 1 
et e 0 endſni 

eee 


een them, as. between 
The e alfe&icn. of the tW6 Englim 
pears throughout their orks: and therefore in this 
place, I cannot avoid taking notice of a report very 
Fein © ware) and not Withqut ſome degree of 
ſaves els, at the friendſhip between POE G3, 
SWI r wis hot fo firm/an perfect at the latter 
„ as, at the begitining of their lives?” On 
Dein ſide, I Am certain, it ever ei e 
Able: Bor did ! it appear leſs fervent on the fide of Mr. 
Porr. Their Wie are the beſt evidence to deter- 
= the donbt. In one of the Dean's.lateſt letters 
a nobleman, not lot vo e he Was loſt to all hu- 
"i comforts, he ſays, . Nen you) ze my eur friend 
Fort, +. him I 40 anfaber 22 lett ter, on; The 
"© biz above. all the reft. of mankind.” | Pope; never 
Wrote to the" ſame nobleman} without the kindeſt 
mention of the Dean: and che tendereſt anxiety for 
his ſtate of health. Judge by the following para- 
Fraphs. The firſt,” dated Suh the 12th, 1737. 


: ah Lord, The pl pleef ire you gave me in TN 
me. 0 Deten's ctter health, is ane fo trul 
* mght Tag even Jour on humanity: $65 © 550 Lhcteter 
my fincere opinion and rejpet? of your Lordhip. prompts 
me to wiſh from your hands for 275 your — for him 
males me as happy. Would ta Gon my weight, added 
10 your, — could turn bis inclinations to this fide, that I 
mig bi live to enjoy him here tho" your meant, and flatter 
1 pn 1M tea partly thro” my own! But this, I Rar, 
will never be the 255 and I think it mort probable, his 


attraction will draw me on the other fide, which, I pro- 
_ zeſt, nothing Ie leſs than a probability of dying at fea, con- 
farri "8: the Weak Rane of 6 breaſt, r 9 
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by” me, is moſt ind and gen! 


+4 wurit to Bim a long. 0 7 eee 55 ci ns 12 th 


gerous: circumflance. . fearing # 
775 that p # 255  prapofng fo 25 Kea) oft 2 50 
ities, for our meeting once. more in this world, 1 apt 
aden of it; and Gall Laue ene Teafon more 7 20 7 
the firongeſ that nature can . VE Me 4 FUN avben 22 5 
Shakin g my weak frame to pieces to Le willing to le 
, this world, <uhen our dear . 15 1 7565 edge 2 7 
other. "Tet": I ho ee 1 would 725 may get ho 
5 while on the. rink of a, . 1 . auretc 2 
Age a relique and example of 14 . more .quo- 
tation, and I have done. Twirxan, Oe more ber. . 
I ben yon get to. Dublin, WG awbether T; direct this, 77 
Poſing yon will fee our: dear friend as ' ſoon as follible ) 
pray put the Dean in mind of | me, and. tell him I hope be 
received my laſt. . Tell him Hor 27775 1 hae, and how 
greatly I honour him: how greatly I refle# on ey 
Toeſtimany , bis friendſbip; how much 4, raſel e 
the beſt I can of. my eſteem for him 0 e and. 
ſure bim the, web has nothing in it 1 agmire ſo mul 
0 nothing, the, 1004 of Wwhi ich 1. Fes ce 15 much, "as 
» his genius and his: e 8 


My reaſon for havin inforced theſe cerkjs 6 of let- 

ters, is my real deſire ing convincing. the world, that 
the affection of SWIFT. and Pops ſubſiſted as entire 
and aninterrupted as their friends could wiſh, or their 


4\530 


enemies e . ane. c owned, that we as {on 


2 * yurtuous 


the 17 aſis, the variety NM. 
of no ill conſequence to 


ever unlooſe the ſocial ties of love, yeneration, an 


eſteem. Thus the friendſhip between Tens and. | 


 HoxTznsv3, although they Were of 


14 


one a Stoie, and the other an, Epicurean, ſubfiſted. 


e Mr. Poes's and the Dean's, firm and conſtant to 


the laſt,” When that of Au THM, Laeyinvs,. and. 
Ab aus r us, continued no longer than while it was 
ſubſervient to their views of intereſt. Ca TIL IR 
ſays, [dem velle; ac idem nolle, ea demum amicitia eff. 
This often attends a vitious 1 and perhaps 
an agreement ſo perfectly mutual, is ſcarce to be met 
with in any other inſtance... Emulation generally 
breaks the chain of friendſhip between poets. They 
are running with the utmoſt eagerneſs. to the ſame 
goal; no wonder, if, in the race, they endeavour to 
trip up each other's heels. . 


As Ihave often reverted in my mind, certain parti- 
culars relating to thoſe two poetical friends, I Have al- 
ways. thought, that the circumſtance of their purſu- 
ing different roads in poetry, and living in different 
kingdoms, was probably one of the happieſt incidents 
in their lives. Such a ſeparation prevented all per- 
ſonal diſſenſions, and fixed them in a correſpondence, 
that conſtantly tended to eſtabliſh their endearments g 


when, perhaps, a reſidence near each other, might 


have had a very contrary effect. It is much eaſier to 
rectify any miſtake, or to cool any animoſity that 
might have ariſen, in a letter, than to recal a paſſion- 
ate verbal anſwer, eſpecially if uttered with all the 
actions, and vehemence of anger. The impreſſion 
of ſuch a ſcene remains long upon the mind of the 
perſon offended, and the old adage is tranſpoſed, 
Vox audita manet, litera ſcripta perit. Few men can 
ſubmit to contradiction. The Dean was certainly 
not of the number, and therefore I am perſuaded, 
that his diſtance from his Eagle friends, proved a 


ſtrong incitement to their mutual affection. But, I 


muſt again repeat, that throughout the long ſeries of 
. | letters 
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ple! rr a ave” more 2 5 Hit) A hogs 
n dedication from at other” Kdthor, His 4 

was maſtery, correct, and frong: beyer diffüftbe, 
yet always clear; and, if we conſider it in compafiſen 
with bis predeceſſors, he has outdone them all, and is 
ode, perhaps the. chief, of thoſe few ſelect Eagle 
writers, who have excelled | in elegance and propriety 


of language: 

Lor! Bacon is the firſt author, ah Bas aftempted' 
any ſtyle that can be reliſhable to the preſent age 
for I muſt own to you, that I think Swirr, and his 
cotemporaries, have brought our language to the ut- 
moſt degree of perfection, without the belp of a 
Loxoinuvs, a QUINTILIAN, or even of a dictionary, 
or a grammar. Lord Bacon has written with an in- 


finite fund of knowledge : o ſcience that he treats 


upon, is diſſcuſſed by him with the greateſt learning 
and dignity, and he ſhews himſelf at once a philoſo- 
5 d an 2 olitician, and a divine: but 


is dialect (for, that demands our preſent attention,) 


is quibbling and depantic; and never more ſo than 
when he e to flatter his royal maſter, and 
the minions of that court. 2871 5 
To return more cloſely to the Dean. He bas per- 
fectly ſtudied the drama of human life, and particular- 
ly the tendencies and irregularities of its different cha- 
raters, He has choſen, to recommend virtue, by 
RS repreſenting 


Dr. JONATHAN/SWIFT. 9g 


repreſenting . vice in a diſagreeable and ridiculous 
light. As his temper was naturally full of actitnony, 
a certain innate ſeverity runs throughout all” his let- 
ters. You will find him, in the advice, which he 
offers to his friends, and in- the general account which 
de gives of his own conduct, too cloſe an ceconomilt. 
This parſimony. proceeded from a deſire of being in- 
dependent: and ſince that was the cauſe, he will 
forgiven, or, at leaſt, excuſed by all honeſt men. 
Ms. Porz had different tallents from his friend 
SwieT : his imagination was fine and delicate: his 
fancy was ever on the wing. In his earlier time of 
life, his way of thinking was diffuſiye, and conſequent- 
ly his judgment was unconfounded, As that judgm 
ripened with years, he ſhewed the full ſtrength of it 
in his Ethic Epiſtles, and his E/ay on Man. There 
the poet has almoſt yielded to the philoſopher ; and 
his moral ſyſtem has charmed more by the force of 
truth and reaſon, then even by the numbers with 
which he adorned it. | „ = oh 
. I cannor avoid thinking, that, in this particular 
branch of learning, Mr, Por nwed the exertion of 
his tallents to lord BoLinvGBrROKE, who had ſtudied 
the procedure, and limits of the human underſtanding, 
as exactly as the Dean had conſidered the irregulari- 
ties of the paſſions in differenet characters of the hu- 
man ſpecies. Lord Bol ix BROKER had early made 
himſelf. maſter of books and men: but, in his firſt 
career of life, being immerſed at once in buſineſs and 
Prvutes he ran thorough. a variety of ſcenes in a 
lurprifing and excentric manner. en his paſſions 
ſubſided by years and diſappointments, and When he 
2 $29 his rational faculties by more grave ſtudies 
and reflections, he ſhone out in his retirement with a 
luſtre peculiar to himſelf; though not ſeen by vulgar 
eyes. The gay ſtateſman was changed into a philo- 
ſopher equal to. any, of the ſages of antiquity, The 
wiſdom of Soc AT ES, the dignity and = of Py INY, 
and the wit of Hog ace, appeared in all his writings 
-and converſation, — — . nne e ot 
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Turan is e from Dr. Swtyr to Mr: 
Porz, dated at Dublin January 10, 1721 ®, which 
deſerves great attention, as it ſeems to furniſh more 


: 


1 of his life and principles, than any other of 


is epiſtolary writings: The letter breaths an ait 
of fincerity. and freedom, and is addreſſed to a parti- 
cular. friend at a time, when the views of ambition 
were at an end. It may therefore be conſidered as 
a confeſſion of one departing from this world, who 
only is deſirous to vindicate his own character, and is 


x 44 


anxious that his aſhes ma' Feſt in peace. 


Ir was written immediately after the arbitrary con- 


Auct of a Judge in Trelandj who endeavoured. to de- 


Kroy the freedom of juries, and conſequently the very 
eſſence of that Liberty and ſafety; which we have a 


right to poſſeſs by the conſtitution of our ſtate. The” 
Dean very generouſly declares himſelf averſe to all ri- 


porous proceedings againſt perſons ſuſpected of pro- 
Ptematica guilt. « By fuch firi& enquiries, ſays he, 
% gate is left open to the whole tribe of informers, 


oy the moſt accurſed, proſtitute, and abandoned race that 


% Gop ever permitted to plague mankind.” Upon 
this ſubje& 1 cannot avoid recollecting ſome particu- 


Lars from a book, which has lately given me great 
delight and inſtructions, and which I recommend ve 


warmly. I mean L'Eſprit de Loix. The author of 
that book, Mons1EuR be MonTEsqQu1ev obſerves, 


* that informers have been chiefly encouraged under 


v the moſt tyrannical governments. in the reign 
* of Tizer1vs-triumphal ornaments were conferred 
* upon them, and ſtatues erected to their honour. In 
* the reign of Nero, upon the diſcovery and pu- 
e niſkment_.of a pretended conſpiracy, triumphal dig- 
4 nities were allotted to TYEPILIanus, Cocegius 
* NeRrva, and T1iciLLinus.” In another part of 
this book, the Baron pe MonresqQvrev takes no- 
tice, * that in Tyrky, where little regard is ſhewn to 


—— — 


* the honour, lives, or eſtates of the ſubject, all 


he — 


Jolume 7. Page 12, 8 
caules 


laws, but have aſſumed, that terrible and menacing 


OT wes „ f ð 


upon it. But, if they are not defeQtive in know. 


Dr. IONATHAN SWIFT. $6 
« cauſes are determined by the preſiding ' Baſhaw. : . 
and in Rome, the judges had no more to do than 8 


* to declare, that the perſon accuſed was guilty of a 


particular crime, and then the puniſhment was found 
* in the laws.” From theſe, and other examples 
of arbitrary government, this elegant author takes a 
particular pleaſure in diſtinguiſhing, and admiring the 
civil couſtitution of England, where, he ſays, the 
jury determine, whether the fact, brought under 


4 their ue pro be proved or not, if it proved, 


the judge pronounces the puniſhment inflicted b 
ce the law for ſuch a particular fact: and for this, 1 
„ the Baxov, he need only open his eyes.” But if 
Monsizux ps MonTesQu1ieu had read the Dean's 


letter, or indeed had recollected many notorious facts 


of our hiſtory, he muſt have obſerved, that the judges 
have been often deaf to the repeated voice of the jury, 
and have not only ſhut their eyes, againſt our excellent 


c air, which Com obus . to be given to his 
« ſtatues.· 

Tus method of RET boy's uries, is generally looked 
upon as one of the moſt 4 — branches of our con- 
ſtitution. In theory it certainly appears in that light. 
According to the original eſtabliſhment,” the jurors are 
to be men of competent fortunes in the neighbourhood : 
and are tobe ſo avowedly indifferent; between the par- 
ties concerned,that no — excę on cate made 
to them on ther de. In treaſ a e has a 
right to challenge 3 3H in: felony 20, ii W- 
ing — re Nothing can be more — le. 
No priſoner can aekire a fairer field, But the mis 
tune is, that our juries are often compoſed of men of 
mean eftates, and low underſtandings, and many diffi. 
cult points of law are brought before them, and Aba 
ted to their verdict, when perhaps they are not capable 
of determinin ing, ' properly and judiciouſly, ſuch nice 
matters of-juſtice, although the judges of the court 
explain the-nature of the Late and the law which 45 


wy are ſometimes, I fear, from their ſtation a 
di ene, 


* 


digence, liable to corruption. This indeed is an ob- 


jection more to the privilege lodged, with furies; li 
than to the inſtitution itſelf. The point, moſt liable b 
to objection, is the power, which any ene, or more of tl 
the twelve, have to ſtarve the reſt into a compliance fe 
with their opinion; ſo that the verdict may poſſibly be te 
given by ſtrength of conſtitution, not by conviction of ſe 
eonſcience: and wretches hang that jurymen may ſo 


dine. All this bye the bye. Now let us return to 

Swirr's letter of the tenth of January. us 
Ix it is moſt evidently diſplayed his immutable at- 
tachment to Ireland. Such a kind of patriotiſm muſt <1 


have proceeded from a true love of liberty; for he e 
hated individuals, and deſpiſed moſt of the men of pro- c 
perty and power in that kingdom : he owed. them nes 42 
obligations, - and while by his writings he laboured to * 
make their poſterity happy, he forced from themſelves cc, 
an involuntary, but univerſal applauſe. His conduct c 
was ſo uniform, and conſtant in the cauſe of Jraland. 4e 


that he not only gained the praiſe, but the confidence 
of that whole nation, who are a people ſeldom, if ever, 
inclined to ſtudy and purſue their own intereſt, and who 
are always — apt to ſuſpect any advice: that 
is contrary, or in defiance to a miniſterial direction. 
Tn Dean's principles of government ſeem to have 
been founded npon that excellent maxim, Salts populi 
 ſuprema eft lex. He begins by clearing bimſelf from 
322 He ſpeaks of the revolution as a nece ſſary 
ut dangerous expedient, which has ſince been attended 
with unavoidable bad conſequences. He declares his 
mortal antipathy to ſtanding armies in time of peace. 
He adores the wiſdom of that inſtitution which render- 
ed our parliaments annual. He prefers the landed, to 
the monied intereſt, and expreſſes a noble abhorrence 
to the ſuſpenſion of thoſe laws, upon which the liberty 
of the ſubject depends. When theſe artieles of his po- 
litical tenets are examined, they will leave no room for 
any one particular party to aſſume the honour. of hav- 
ing had him in their alliance, He was neither Whig nor 
Tory, neither Jacobite, «nor Republican, He was 
Doc rox SwizT, 3 = 
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- His: jodgment, im relation to the vitible, decay of 
litera N and good ſenſe, is perfectly juſt. He attri- 
butes this national calamity. to the provailng TINT of 
= 1 which he inſtanees in the 

and of Ro ae diverfions; © tending 
1 0 cent of fo gnorance, and vice. His 
ſentiments are Aalen hs. qty the air of a-þhilo -- 
ſophet than of! a divine: and the ooneluſion o the let- 
tef is ſo proper, and ſo excellent a defence of bis own- 
manner of acting and thinking, that, in regard to his 
memory, I muſt be at the tr le of tranſcribing it. | 
% All Iban reaſonably hope for, myo SWI, r, by: 


eaſed to wiſh me well,” that Thave neither been 

a ſubjed, nor. fo fupidian author, at. I ha 

64 en repreſented ( by the wirulence of libellebs, . W 
ice hath taken the ſame train in both, by fatheri 

" marr bv principles in government upon me, which 

never maintained, and infipid productions, which I 

*. am not capable of writing. For, however I 

c hae been ſowered by 'perſonal ill treatment, or — 


©. melancholy proſpets for the public, I am too much a 


oh politician 10 expoſe my 7 by offenſe: e words, 
% aud, if my genius and ſpirit be funk e 
& years, I have at leaſt enough diſcretion left, not to 


©© miſtake the meaſure of” my own abilities, by attempt- 
c ing ſubjes where thoſe "cali are neceſſary, which 


#6 perhaps I may have hoft with my youth.” 


L xave choſen out this particular letter, as one of 
the moſt ſerious, and beſt performances that he has 
ven us 1n the epiſtolary way. But, if I am to declare 
my opinion of the whole collection in the ſeventh - 
volume, I own it has not anſwered my expecta- 


tion. The index at the beginning might make one 


hope for great treaſures, from the illuſtrious names 
that are — inſerted: but, 1 in the whole, one can 
ſcarce find any remarkable inſtructions of morality, or 

even the common n and refinements that in 
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Vol. VII. Page 26. 


"this letter, is to convince 5 friends and others, who: 
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naturally ariſe from ſo highi a klaſa of men, in the or- 
dinary current of their thoughts. What is mere ſur - 
riſing, you will ſeldom; diſcover any keen ſttokes of 
tyr, or any inſtantaneous ſallies of vivacity. The Dean 
has been heard to ſay, “ ben I fit dum te aurite 
„ letter, 1 newer Jean upon my elbow, fill have; 
<« S1:/bed it. By which expreſſion he meant, that be 
never ſtudied for partieular phraſes, or poliſhed pata- 
graphs: dis letters therefore are the truer repreſenta- 
tions of his mind. They are written in the warmth + 
of his affections, and when they are conſidered in the 
light of kindneſs and fincerity, they illuſtrate his cha- 
racter to a very high degree. Throughout his various 
correſpondence you will diſcover, very ſtrong marks of 
an-- anxious, benevolent friend: and, to my great 
pleaſure, I find the miſanthrope oſten loſt in the good- 
natured man. His letters to Mr. Gay, to Dr. Sux- 
R1DAN, farther confirm me in that opinion; we may 
compound therefore to:loſe ſatyr and railery, when Wwe 
. gain. humanity and tenderneſs in their ſtead: yet, even 
in ſome of his higheſt ſcenes of benevolence, his ex- 
reſſtons are · delivered in ſuch a manner, as to ſeem ra 
ther the effects of haughtineſs than of good nature: 


but we muſt never look upon him as a traveller in the 


common road. He muſt be viewed thro' a camera obſcu- 
ra that turns all objects the contrary way. When be 
appears moſt angry, he is moſt pleaſed ®; when moſt 
humble, he is moſt aſſuming. Such was the man, 
and in ſuch variegated colours muſt he be painted. 
Tux letters from Lord Botincproxe, which are 
inſerted in this collection, are written with an elegance 
and politeneſs that diſtinguiſh them from all the reſt, 
We ſee they were not intended for the preſs, but how 
valuable are the moſt careleſs ſtrokes of ſuch a pen? 


Ste his letters to Gay, and to the Dutcheſs of 
Queensborough, in Vol. VII. 
I See his letter to Lord PaLmtRs&TON, Pol, VIII. 
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» £16 Lo inven in them {ri benng 
commendatory. His ſentiments are thoſe 
e god natured man. He 1 Dean 
egree of 2 and the friendſhip was return- 
2am + _ Sar writes to him in the 
e lt fi oY have written to a ſon: n 
rem to d iger him as the co to whom 
he has not che leuſt grais of reſerve . In the ſeveral ne- 
counts which! he gives of his Nituation at -Dab/ix, and 
"the idle manner of his his time there, heawwrites 
ſometimes in an ironical, and ſome times in a 
'Ryle:, But, im one of bis letters, dated Auguſt 28, 
1 +13 En that the moſt arrant ie 
mer” writings are ſeriogs philoſophical 16 
ations, ' in eompariſon to what be wo bub 
4 himſelf a 15h and his coneluſive words are; A. 
e avorld may one y ſee.” y this defire of tn 
'world ſee hat other men of leſs wit and more 
etion, would carefully have concealed, he has placed 
575 open to the eenſure of his enemies, and beyond 
22 — of any defence from kis friends. Ho Has nt 
"on 5 d to the preſs a moſt deſpicable heap of 
writings, but has publicly recorded the loweſt amuſe- 
e of” his private ſcenes of life, without having 
"yoke ſaſpeRed, that perſons, whoſe ſtations, or abili- 
ities,” have fixed chem in a conſpicuous attitude, are 
locked op on by — _ © _—_— with a very critt- 
cal, and  AcvusTus; was a little 
We —_—y — of cobnuts ? and 
even DofT TUN was ME withdrawiin- 


to his cloſet to watch flies; © Great minds, you will ſay, 
require to be often unbent. [allow it; but thoſe re- 
laxations might be choſen, ſo as to make idleneſs ap- 
ear in a beautiful light: and the Dean would have 


\ "forfeited a leſs degree of fame by playing many years 


uſh-pin, (the records of which he could not have 
printed)! than IF compeling \ various Kinds 'of pieces 
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7 uch, e bis own tie, have been bongured b a 0 

uu: in his Works, K 

Ienov fn have been much rleaſed, in finding ſome 0 

- of Dr. er letters among this 1328 c 

Lr he wasyuſtly celebrated for wit. a 1 

bittere was an n Hee in his character mo 98 * 

thaiv alt his öther qualifiegtions: I mean the -4 

- of his heart alle has ſhewed; himſelf equal to any of a 

his cotemporaries:im;hitmout and-vivacity: and he was le 

ſuperior to moſt men in acts of humanity and beneyo- * 

Hence: his very! ſatcaſms are the Lacken Roar os of ce 

I te; they are dike flaps of 7929 given in p 

ty the effects of | which — raiſe! hut no ce 

Hackneſs will appoar; after che blows. Lots as W 

82 as an attendant upon Baecnys, hut continues we 

| fober; and conſiderate as a diſciple 0 ' So0RkaT Bs. in 
| He. is ſeldom ſetious, except in his ata upon vice, ci: 
þ and then his ſpirit riſes with à Manly ftrength, a wi 
. -inoble indignation.” His epitaph upon CRMAATRESJ. th. 
ö | 7 . ſmall alteration. the word fermitteg,. - Mi 
| conttied\ at) is a compleat, and 2 7 no 
 Heompoſition in its Kind. - No man exceeded, bim in t tw 

moral duties of life: a merit; ſtill, more to his honour, Net 

Zus the ambitious powers of-wit and genius are 4 * Plit 

- ſubmiſſive enough to confine themſelves within the Tic 
mitations of morality, In his letter to Mr. Porz “, cial 
Written, as it were, upon his death -bed, he diſcovers Va, 


o ſuch a noble fortitude of erster at the, 17 95 of; his toc 


diſſolution, as could only 1 by a clear con- not 
- ſcience, and the calm retroſpect of an uninterrupted 'and 
. eries'of virtue. The Dean + laments theloſs of him is n 
with a pathetic ſincerity, ( The,death of My. Gav wil 
4% and the -Docrox J, (ſays he to Mr. Pops) 1 4 Eng 
% Been terrible wwounts near my heart, Their living . wril 
4 e on "ou a rw e fo me, although I bas, 
N 10 22992 120 ien us 
— — n 07 — — 24251 that 
5 +5 Fee Pore” 's . Pel. III. pa 219. be 0 
See again Porz O WARBURTON, Val. Ler- ha, 
ter XLVII. 


A S wirr 's Works, Vol. vn. is LXX. f vor 
| Dr. Axsurnnor. « fould FF _ 
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ec ſpould never have ſeen ibem; like a fum of m a, 
06 oy fer. from a T ſhould receive at leaft 74 
"« nual intereſi, as I do from you, and baue done from 
'& Lord BoLInGBROKE.” I have choſen this laſt quo- 
"tation, not more in honour*of the Dean's tenderneſs 
and affection 2 nd merry 1 7 
deſign of ſpecifying às fine à groope of friends, 
as Wee ue e d this A age. As their 
letters were not intended fot the public, perhaps I 
was unreaſonable in looking for 8 and not bei 
contented with the common current ſpecies. In our 
prejudices of favour or averſion we are apt to be de 
-ceived by names: nor can it be doubted, that ſuch 
writers might have furmſhed us with familiar letters, 
very difterent from thoſe, which have been collected 
in this ſexenth volume. They are filled indeed (eſpe- 
cially in the correſpondence between 8 wir r and Pops) 
with the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of mutual eſteem; but 
thoſe expreſſions are repeated too often. When friend- 
| hip has ſubſiſted fo long, that time. cannot encreaſe, 
| nor words improve it, the commerce of affe ction be- 
| _ tween friends ought to be carried on in à ſtyle that 
neither finks below (politeneſs, nor riſes into forced com- 
pliments. I cannot avoid obſer ving the epiſtolary con- 
<iſeneſs that was in faſhion among the antients, eſpe- 
cially their concluſive ſentences, Vale. Or again, Si 
waleas bene eſt, valeo:] which. I own ſeems preferable 
to our method of loading every letter with compliments, 
not only to wives and children, but to uncles, aunts, 
and couſins : and of conſequence, every relation, that 
is not particularly named, is particularly affronted. It 
will appear too minute a criticiſm to affirm, that the 
Englißb language is not well ad apted for epiſtolary 
writings: be that as it may, it is certainly inferior to 
the French, which engages, and perhaps improves 
us by a ſucceſſive flow of phraſes that are peculiar te 
- that nation. ; Sibir i , W 
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Ir ha poſſible to know in what manner to 
comment upon the laſt volume of the Dean's works. 


A general confuſion and diſorder runs throughout the 
whole; and one of the firſt pieces, is, what 2 


have been the laſt, the Dean's Vill. which, like all 


his other writings, is drawn up in his own peculiar 


manner. Even in ſo ſerious a compoſition, he can- 


not help indulging himſelf, in leaving legacies that 
carry with them an air of raille ery and jeſt. He diſ- 
poſes of his three hats (his beſt, his ſecond beſt, and 
his third beſt beaver) with an ironical ſolemnity, that 


renders the bequeſts ridiculous. He bequeaths . 70 


% My. Join GRATTAN, a /ilver box, to heeh in it, 
cc the tobacco which the ſaid JouN uſually chewed, 
called pigtail.” But, his legacy to Mr, .RozerT 


GraTTAN is ſtill more extraordinary. Item 1 be- 


'< queath to the Reverend Mr. RonskT GrarTTAN, 
c Prebendary of St. Audeon's, my frong box, on con- 


« dition of his giving the. ſole uſe of the ſaid box to his 


. brother, Dr. James GRATTAN, during the life of 
c the Said. Doctor, who. hath more occaſion for it. 


Theſe are ſo many laſt, impreſſions of, his turn, and 


way of thinking: and I dare ſay, the perfons thus 


dillinguiſhedd, look upon theſe inſtances, as affection- 
ate memorials of his friendſhip, and as tokens of the 
jocoſe manner, in which he had treated chem 428 


| his life time. 


His monumental inſcription, written by. himſelf, 
and inſerted at the beginning of his Vill, may con- 
firm the obſervation which I made in a former part of 


this work, that he was not an elegant writer of La- 
tin. An harſher epitaph has ſeldom been compoſed. 
It is ſcarce. intelligible, and if intelligible, is a proof 
how difficult a taſk it is, even for the greateſt genius, 
to draw his own character, or to repreſent Nmſelf 
and his actions in a proper manner to poſterity. 


I Au now drawing towards the laſt ſcene of his 
life. The total deprivation of his ſenſes came upon 


him by degrees. In the year 1736, he was ſeized 


with a . fit of giddineſs; and was at that time 


5 writing a ſatirical N called the Legion Club, by 


Dr. FONA THAN SWIFT. 89 
he found the effects of his giddineſs ſo dreadful, that 
he left the poem unfiniſhed; and never afterwards at- 
tempted a compoſitian of any length either in verſe 
or proſe. - However, his converſation ſtill remained 
the ſame; lively and ſevere; but his memory gra- 
dually grew worſe : and as that decreaſed and was 
impaired, he appeared every day more fretful 
and impatient. From the year hirty-nine to the lat- 
ter end of the year forty-one, his friends found his 
paſſions ſo violent and ungovernable, his memory ſo 
decayed, and his reaſon ſo depraved, that they took 


the utmoſt precautions to keep all ſtrangers from ap- 


proaching him: for, till then, he had not appeared 
totally incapable of converſation: but early in the 


year forty-two, the ſmall remains of his underſtand- 


ing became entirely confuſed, and the violence of his 
rage encreaſed abſolutely to a degree of madneſs: In 
this miſerable ſtate, he ſeemed to be appointed as the 


_ firſt proper inhabitant for his own hoſpital : eſpecially 


as from an outragious lunatic, he ſunk *afterwards 
into a quiet, ſpeechleſs idiot; and dragged out the 
remainder of his life in that helpleſs ſituation. He 
died towards the latter end of O#ober: 1745. The 
manner of his death was eaſy, without the leaſt pang 
or convulſion. Even the rattling in his throat was 
ſcarce ſufficient to give any alarm to his attendants, 
till within ſome very little time before he expired. A 
man in fell poſſeſſion of his reaſon, would have 
wiſhed for ſuch a kind of diſſolution, but the Dean 
was totally inſenſible of happineſs or pain: he had 
not even the power or expreſſion of a child, _—_—_ 
ing, for ſome years before his death, reſerved only 
as an example to mortify haman pride, and'to re- 
verſe that fine deſcription of human nature, which is 
given us by SHAKESPEARE in an inimitable manner: 


hat a piece of work is man] how noble in reaſon ! 


* how infinite in faculty! in form and moving, how 
« expreſs and admirable! in action, how like an angel ! 
« in apprehenſion, how like a god! the beauty of the 
% avbrld, the paragon of animals.” Thus poets paint; 
but how vain and periſhable is the picture? The 

IS _ ſmalleſt 
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ſmalleſt thunderbolt from heaven blaſts it in a mo- 
ment, and every tinct is ſo effectually obliterated, 
that ſcarce the outlines of the figure remain. 1171 
Tur Dean certainly foreſaw his fate. His fre- 


| quent attacks of giddineſs, and his manifeſt defect of 


memory gave room for ſuch apprehenſions, He of- 
ten lamented the ſtate of childhood, and idiotiſm, to 
which ſome of the greateſt men of this nation were 
reduced before their death. He mentioned, as ex- 


amples within his own time, the Duke of MakxL- 


BOROUGH, and Lord SoMERs: and when he cited 
theſe melancholy inſtances, it was always with a. 
heavy ſigh, and with geſtures. that ſnewed great un - 
eaſineſs, as if he felt an impulſe of what was to hap- 
pen to him before he died. | N 
_ Unuxss I am miſinformed, he died worth about 
twelye thouſand pounds, incluſive of the ſpecific le- 
gacies' mentioned in his will, and which may be com- 


puted at the ſum of twelve hundred pounds; ſo. that 


the remainder, near eleven thouſand pounds, is en- 
tirely applicable to the hoſpital for idiots and luna- 
tics: a charitable foundation, particularly beneficial in 
theſe kingdoms, where the epidemic diſtemper of 


lunacy is ſo prevalent, that it will conſtantly furniſh. 


the largeſt building with a ſufficient number of inha- 

bitants. | ft e 
LuNacy may in general be conſidered as ariſing 

from a depraved imagination, and muſt therefore be 


originally owing to a fault in the body, or the mind. 


We ſee inſtances every day, where in fevers, all the 
powers of ſenſe and reaſon are utterly overturned by 


a raging madneſs; this frenzy conquers, or is con- 
quered ſoon: but, from more ſlow and chronical 


cauſes, ſuch obſtructions may be formed, as gradually 
to produce various degrees of this diſorder, and to 
remain invincible to the very laſt moments of life. 
Nothing more ſtrongly diſpoſes the mind to this de- 


praved ſtate, than too fixed an attention to any parti- 


cular object. Mr. Locke, if my memory does not 
deceive me, defines madneſs as ariſing from ſome 
| particular 
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particular idea, or ſet of ideas, that make ſo ſtrong | 
an impreſſion upon the mind as to baniſh all others: 
and the perſons affected are chearful, or melancholy, - 
well-tempered, or fierce, according as the objects 
and ideas of their minds are different. From hence 
it is evident, that we ought to conſider the ſtren 


of the mind even in the purſuit of knowledge, and. 


often to vary our ideas by exerciſe and amuſements; 
conſtantly fixing a ſtrict guard againſt any paſſion, 
that may be prevalent in too high a degree, or may 


acquire an habitual ſtrength and dominion over us. 


Paſſions are the gales of life; and it is our part to- 
take care, that they do not riſe into a tempeſt. 
Love, with all its charms,” muſt be reſtrained 
within proper bounds, otherwiſe it will torture that- 
breaſt which it was formed to delight. Love contains 
within itſelf, a variety of other paſſions, and lays 
ſuch a foundation of madneſs in the mind, that the 
frenzy, in this particular caſe, never fails to appear 
in its full force, and to diſplay itſelf in all its ſtrengths. 
of horror. | 5 


.- ReLicion;g which can only make the mind happy 


and is our ſureſt and beſt defence againſt the paſſions, 
if conſidered in a wrong and melancholy view, has 


often perverted the ſeat of reaſon, and given more: 


inhabitants to Bedlam than any other cauſe. A reli- 
gious lunatic is miſerable, even to the deepeſt tortures 
of deſpair. 80 992 18 —— 
Tut miſer, whom I muſt always rank among mad- 
men, heaps up gold with an anxiety that affects his 
looks, his appetite, and his ſleep. The wretch dreads 
poverty in the center of plenty; and ſtarves, only be- 
cauſe he: dares not taſte thoſe fruits. which . appear 
moſt agreeable to his deſires. 01 
Ix ſome other ſpecies of madneſs, the perſons af- 
feed are really more happy than in their ſenſes, and 
it is almoſt a crime to baniſh the agreeable deluſion; 
the caſe of the citizen of Argos, who, after a ſaluti- 
ferous doſe of hellebore, cried out, e 


Ka, Pa 
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Pol me eccidiſis, r ; t. 

Non Ami ( ait) cui fic extorta voluptas, | C 
. 1 -jr 5 vim mentis gratiſimus error. C 
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C 

h 


Sven again wajhl fp the caſe of the beau of Bed- 
lam, who, amidſt darkneſs. and confinement, ſtill re- 
tains his pride and ſelf- admiration: dreſſes himſelf up 


in ſtraw. inſtead of embroidery, and when ſuffered to t] 
70 to the window, imagines that he captivates every 18 
emale, who chances to paſs through Moor- field. Is 11 
not ſuch a man rn in his madneſs, than in his 1 
ſenſes? 5 v. 
To f. 5 the many different claſſes of madmen th 
would — endleſs. They are innumerable: ſo that it 5 
is almoſt a rare felicity to enjoy mens ſana in corpore Ec 
Jano. Some men have owed their reputation and ſuc- EE 
ceſs: in the world to a tincture of madneſs, while o- 6 
thers, merely from a ſuperior underſtanding, have « 
been ranked among lunatics: of the latter ſort, H1e- Fc 
POCRATES (whom I look upon as a claſſic author, as 8 
well as a phyſician) — a remarkable inſtance in one W 
of his letters. He ſays, he was ſent for by the peo- co 
ple of Abaera to cure DEMO RITrus of madneſs, but, hi 
to his ſurpriſe, he found him the wiſeſt man of the hi 
age, and, by his laughing manner of talking and rea- tir 
ſoning, he almoſt convinced HireocraTxs, that all of 


the reſt of the world, except DemockriTtus, were 
mad. It is not improbable, that madneſs has been 
cozval with mankind. There have certainly been H. 
many inſtances of it among the Greeks and Romans: 
among the Fewws, the enthuſiaſtic fury of Saur is e- 


qually remarkable with the extatic rage of NeBu- oft 
EHADNEZZAR: nor have any parts of the world, I thi 
F believe, entirely eſcaped this raging evil. It was fre- ter 
. quently [miſtaken for inſpiration, and the prophetic re: 
Sybils were obliged to put on the airs and looks of Kit 
madneſs, to obtain an implicit belief to their pro- o 


phecies. From theſe ſacerdotal impoſitions, mad 
people reaped ſome remarkable advantages. They 
Were often looked upon as meſſengers ſent by hea- 

ven: 


the moon has over bodies, when its attractive power 
is greateſt, by which means the preſſure of the atmo- + 
ſphere being leflened, the humours of the body are 
more rarefied, and produce a greater plenitude inthe - | | 
veſſels of the brain. This has been illuſtrated by | | 


imperio lunæ et ſolis; and I have. particularly obſerv- 


_ « yeſſels filled with blac 


time. HoR Ack, I remember, attributes the madn 
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ven, to declare the will of the gods, and the prophe- 
tical decrees of fate: they were revered as perſons ſa- 
cred and divine; and, inſtead of ſcourges, they re- 
ceived tokens of Gian In how great a degree. - | 
muſt the ſubtlety of prieſts have prevailed, when they | | 
could make one of the greateſt curſes that attends. | 
human life, appear one of the greateſt bleſſings? 5 
Lunatics are ſo called from the influence which 


the good and learned Dr. Mzap, in his treatiſe Be 


ed, that in the laſt book *; which he publiſned, he 
takin notice in his chapter de [»/ania, © that the 
4e blood of ſuch perſons, who have been mot liable 
« to this malady, was thick and fizy, and upon diſ- 
* ſeQtion, their brain always appeared dry, and Mir 
c. Uuggiſn blood:“ from 
whence, perhaps, we may, in ſome meaſure, ac- 
count for the principal ſource of the Dean's lunacy: 
his countenance being dark, bilious and gloomy, and 
his eyes ſometimes fixed and immoveable for a lo 


of One to a Phyfical cauſe, where he ſays, 


wvocando' 


Hanc furiam, hunc alin, Juffit quod Jplendiaa bilts** 


So that diſeaſes, formed originally in the mind, 
often bring on this diſorder, and by degrees affect 
the body; eſpecially in ſuch conſtitutions as have any 
tendency to this diſtemper. But, what can be the 
reaſon, that it is ſo remarkably epidemical in theſe 
kingdoms? J am inclined to believe, that it muſt be 
. to the e our ood, and to our immo- 
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* Entitled, Monita & pracepta medica. 
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derate aſe of ſpirituous liquors: the one fre * 


cauſing the e N che other the moſt 
unlimited rage. 

Tu melancholy vaſe: of: the Dei "OY J find, 
ſeduced me into a long digreſſion. But to talk on the 
melancholy effects of madneſs, I muſt obſerve in ge- 
neral, that temperance, exerciſe, phileſophy, and 
true religion, are the ſureſt means to make men hap- 
py, and to preſerve them from a contagious malady, 


to which the inhabitants of theſe kingdoms are unfor- 


nately liable. 


As ATE of Miotifm is leſs· deplorable, not leſs | 
ſhocking' than that of madneſs. - Idiots are afflicted 


with no turbulent paſſions, they are innocent and- 
harmleſs, and often excite pity, but never occaſion- 


fear. The proverb tells us, they are the favourites of 
fortune: but, I ſuppoſe, it alludes only to thoſe. foo/s, . 
aubo can number twenty rightly, and can tell the days 
of the aueel; and alas! thoſe are idiots in the eye of 
the law. The abſolute naturals owe their wretched-' 


neſs to a wrong formation in their brain, or to acci- 


dents in their birth, or the dregs of fevers and other 
violent diſtempers. - The laſt was the Dean's caſe, 
according to the account of the following letters 


from two- of his Rats, Mrs. * nir WũWã]2r.ö, and 
S wirr. 


* 


Dublin, November 22, 1742. 


H F eaſy manner, in which yon reproach-me- for- 

not acquainting you with the poor Dean's ſituation, 

lays a freſh obligation upon me; yet mean as an ex- 
cuſe is for a fault; 1 ſhall attempt one to your Lordſhip," 


and only for this reaſon, that you may not think me ca- 


pable of neglecting any thing you-cauld command me. I 


told you in my laſi letter, the Dean's underſtanding was 


quite gone, and I feared the farther particulars would" 


only ſhock the tenderneſs of your nature, aud the melan-- 
choly ſcene make your heart ach, as it has often done 


— 


mine. I was the laſt perſon whom he knew, and when - 


that part of his memory failed, he was fo outrageous at 
ſeeing. 
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ſceing any body, that I was forced to leave him, nor 
could he reft for. a night or two after ſeeing any perſon : 


ſe that all the attendance- which I could pay him, a. 


calling twice a week to enquire after his health,” and to 


obſerve that proper care abas talen of © him, and durſt 


only look at him while his back was. towards me, fears 
ing to diſcompoſe him, He walked ten hours à day, 
would not eat or drink if his ſervant flayed in the room. 
His meat ewas ſerved: up ready cut, and ſometimes it 
evould lie an hour on the table before he would touch it,. 
and then eat it walking. About fix weeks ago, in ane 
nights time, his left eye felled as large as an 8s and 
the lid Mr. Nichols (his ſurgeon) thought would mor- 
tify, and many large boils appeared upon his arms and 
body. The torture he was in, is not to be deſcribed. 
Five perſons could ſcarce hold him for a week, from tear- 


ing out his own eyes: and, for near a month, he did not 


ſleep two hours in twenty-four : yet a moderate appetite 


continued: and what is more to be wondered at, the laſt 
day of his illneſs, he knew me perfeetly well; took me 
by the hand, called me by my name, and ſhewed the ſame 
pleaſure as uſual in ſeeing me. Jaſted him, if he would 
give me a dinner? He ſaid, to be ſure, my old friend. 


Thus he continued that day, and knew the Doctor and 


Surgeon, and all his family ſo well, that Mr. Nichols 
thought it poſſible he might return to a ſhare of under - 

anding, ſo as to be able to call for what he wanted, 
and to bear ſome of his old friends to amuſe him. But 
alas ! this pleaſure to me was but of ſhort duration; for 
the next day or two it was all over, and proved to be 

only pain that had rouzed him. He is now free from 
torture: his eye almoſt well; very quiet, and begins to 
ſleep, but cannot, without great difficulty, be prevailed 


on to walk a turn about his room: and yet in this way- 


the Phyſicians think he may hold out for ſome time. 1 


M. Wulr zwar. 
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ee REV ; Dublin, April 4, 1744: 


78 to the ftory of © poor old man! 7 enquired 
e into it. The Dean did ſay ſomething upon his 

'* ſeeing himſelf in the glaſs, but neither Mrs. 
RiDceway, nor the lower ſervants, could tell me what 
it was he. ſaid. - Tdefired them to recolle# it, by the time 
when T ſhould come again to the deanery, I have been 
there ſince, they cannot recolle# it. A'thonſand flories 
Bae been invented of him within|theſe two years, and 
impoſed upon the world. I thought this might have 
Been one of them: and yet I am now'inclined to think, 
there may be ſome truth in it: for on Sunday the 17th 
of March, as he ſat in his chair, upon the houſekeeper”s 
moving a knife from him, as hewas going to catch at it, 
he ſhrugged his ſhoulders, and, rocking himſelf, ſaid, I 
am what I am, I am what I am: and, about fix mi- 


nutes afterwards, repeated the ſame words two or three 


times over. ' 


' "Hit fervait ſbaves his cheeks, and all bis face as low 


as the tip of his chin, once'a week : but under the chin, 
and about" the throat, when the hair grows long, it is cut 
with [cifſars. 


Sometimes he will not utter a. ſyllable: at other times 


t vill ſpeak incoherent words :- but he newer yet, as 


Icculd hear, talked nonſenſe, or ſaid a fooliſh thing. 

About four months ago, he gave me great trouble: he 
ſeemed to have a mind to talk to me. In order to try 
that he would fay, I told him, I came to dine with him, 
and immediately his houſekeeper, Mrs. RIèDOEwWAV, 
ſaid, Won't you give Mr. Swirr a glaſs of wine, 
Sir? he ſhrugged his ſhoulders, juſt as he uſed to do when. 


he had a mind that a friend ſhould: ſpend the. evening. 


with him. Shrugging Vis ſhoulders, your Lordſhip may 
remember, <vas as much as to ſay, * You'll ruin me in 


„ine.“ TI own, 1 was ſcarce able to bear the fight. 


Soon after, he endeavoured with a good deal of pain, to find 
ewords to ſpeak to me: at laſt, not being able, after many 
Forts, he gave a heavy ſigb, and, 1 think, avas afterwards 
ent. This puts me in mind of what he ſaid about five 

5 days 
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days ago, He endeavoured ſeveral times to ſpeak to His 
ſervant (now and then he calls him by his name] at laſt, 
not finding words to expres chat he would be at, after 
Jome uneaſineſs, be ſaid, ** I am a fool.” Mor long ago, 
the fervant took up his watch that lay upon the table to 
ſee what o clock it was, he ſaid, Bring it here: and 


 quhen it was brought, he looked very attentively. at it: 


Jome time ago, the ſervant was breaking a large flub- 
born coal, he ſaid, © That's a ſtone, . you blockhead.” 

In a few days, or ſome very ſhort time, after guar- 
dians had been appointed for him, I went into his dining 


room, where he was walking, I ſaid ſomething to him 


very inſignificant, I knaw not what ; but, inflead of 
making any hind of anſwer to it, he ſaid. Go, Go,” 
pointing with his hand to the door, and immediately af- 
terwards, raiſing his hand to his head, heſaid, <* My 
« beſt underſtanding,” and /o broke off abruptly, and 
walked away, Jam, &c. bY 

85 Dang Swirr. 


NerTysR of theſe letters make the leaſt mention of 


a deafneſs, that from time to time attacked the Dean, 


and rendered him extremely miſerahle. We find him 
Complaining .of this misfortune in ſeveral parts of his 
writings, eſpecially in his letters (of the eighth volume) 
to Dr. Suk RI DAN“. Poſſibly ſome internal preſſure 
upon his brain might firſt have affected the audi 


nerves, and then, by degrees, might have encreaſed, fo 


as entirely to ſtop up that fountain of ideas, which had, 
before ſptead ĩtſelf in the moſt diffuſive, and ſurprizing 
manner. - | e 
As there have ſome advantages accrued to madmen, 
I ought not to omit the honours that have been paid to 
fools. In former ages the courts of France and Eng- 
land were not thought compleatly embelliſhed without 
a favourite idiot, who bore the title of the King's 


Jeſter, and who was as remarkably diſtinguiſhed by a 


cap and bells, as his royal maſter was diſtioguiſhed by a 
diadem and robes. This animal, like Junius Bxurus, 


* 2 


ä 
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fre quently 


Frequently aſſumed the face and behaviour of folly, to 
anſwer his own particular views and advantages. His 
bluntneſs and ſimplicity recommended him in thoſe 
places, where truths, - if ſpoken by a man of "ſenſe, 
were diſagreeable and dangerous. If he had not the 
honour, like BavTvs, to ſave his country, at leaſt he 
had the happineſs to ſecure himſelf : and his expreſ- 
ſions were often ſo full of humour and ſarcaſm, that, to 
this day, they are recorded as pieces of wit. Such was 
the famous reply of Axchy to King James the firſt, 
when his Majeſty, amidſt all his wiſdom, was ſufficiently 
inſpired with folly, to ſend his only ſon into Spain. But, 
fools at preſent are no longer admired in courts, or, if 
they are, they appear there without their cap and bells. 
Anp now, to quit reflections, that tend in general 
rather to terrify, than to improve our 8 
Jet me obſerve, in honour of the Dean, that his eſtab- 
liſhment of an hoſpital for idiots and lunatics, is re- 
markably generons : as the unhappy perſons, who re- 
ceive the benefit, muſt, for ever, remain inſenſible of 
their benefaRor. TIM ee 10-0 ANT TASK =o 
The Direfions to Serwants, which is the train 
mediately following the Dean's Will, is imperfect and 
unfiniſhed,” The editor tells us, that a preface and a 
dedication were to have been added to it. I think it 
was not publiſhed till after the Dean's death; but I 
remember the manuſcript handed about, and much ap- 

planded in his life time. To ſay the moſt that can be 
offered in its favour, the tract is written in ſo facetious 
a kind of low humour, that it muſt pleaſe many teaders': 
nor is it without ſome degree of merit, by pointing 

out with an amazing exactneſs (and what in a leſs tri- 
vial caſe muſt have been called judgment) the faults, 
blunders, tricks, lyes, and various kngyveries of do- 
meſtic ſervants. ow much time muſt have been 


employed in putting together ſuch a work? What 
an intenſeneſs of thought muſt have been beſtowed upon 
the loweſt, and moſt flaviſh ſcenes of life? It is one of 
thoſe compoſitions, that the utmoſt ſtrength of wit can 
fcarce ſuſtain from ſinking. A mam of the Dean's ex: 
alted genius ought conſtantly to have ſoared into higher 
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ferior abilities as children whom nature had appointed 


him to. inſtru, encourage, and improve. Superior 


talents ſeem to have been intended by providence as 


E benefits, and the perſon, who poſſeſſes ſuch 
| 


99: 


regions. He ought to have looked upon perſons of in- 


eſlings, is certainly anſwerable to heaven for thoſe en 


dowments, which he enjoys above the reſt of mankind. 


Let him jeſt with dignity, and let him be ironical upon 
uſe ful ſubjects: leaving poor ſlaves to heat their por - 


ridge, or drink their ſmall beer in ſuch veſſels as they . 


ſhall find proper“. The Dean, it ſeems, had not this 


way of thinking: and having long indulged his paſſions, - 


at laſt perhaps miſtook them for his duty. The miſ- 
take, is neither extraordinary nor ſurpriſing. In points 


_ * * 


of 1 it has carried men into great extravagancies; 
in thoſe of morality, into no leſs ; but in politics, into 


the greateſt of all. Our inclinations are ſo apt to hurry 
us into inconſiderate actions, that we are afterwards 


inclined to flatter ourſelves they are right, only 


becauſe they have proceeded from our own thoughts 


and directions. Thus the Dean, when he had 
once eſtabliſhed the rule of Vive la bagatelle, was 
reſolved to purſue it at all hazards, I wiſh his 


thoughts had taken another turn. The lower claſſes of 


mankind, paſs on unnoticed, the great, only are cen - 


ſured ; they therefore ought to be particularly attentive- 
to every ſtep they take, The Dean ſhould have known + 
- himſelf, as Rex idem hominum Pabique ſacerdos, and 


ſhould have remembered, that kings and prieſts ars ex- 
tremely liable to be cenſured. Poor SwieT ! why did 
he fink below himſelf before he was deprived of reaſon ?- 
Let us forgive him that error, and draw a veil of obli - 
vion over certain excreſcencies of wit and humour, and- 
admire him, as an honour to the public, and a ſcourge 
to all the knaves and fools of his time. ST 

 Taxzsx pamphlets, relating to Treland, ſucceſſively 
follow the Direction to ſervants. The firſt is entitled, 
Reaſons humbly offered to the Parliament of Ireland, for 


repealing the Sacramental Teſt in favour of the Catho- 
- See Vol. VIII. page 8. * 18 120 
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lies: The ſecond; Some Reaſons againſt the Bill 155 
ſettling the-Tythe of Hemp, Flax, c. by a Modus : The 


third, Some farther Reaſons againſt the bill for ſettlin 
the Tythe Heng, Klas, S * x ſubjec 4 of gs a | 
theſe pamphlets may perhaps be little worth confidera- 
tion; but their ſtyle will always command attention. 
They are very much miſplaced, and, in any more me- 
tkodieal edition of the Dean's: works, ought to appear 
with ſuch other pieces as have been compoſed by him 


againſt the diſſenters. The firſt tract is written under 


the aſſumed character of a Roman catholic, by which 


means the author attacks his adverſaries with a great 


advantage. He freely acknowledges the ſeveral. atro- 
cious crimes of the papiſts, but at the ſame time palliates 
them ſo ſkilfully, that, from that very acknowledgment, 
he enables himſelf to aim the heavier blows at the 
preſbyterians. A paragraph extracted-from the pam- 
Phlet will exemplify my meaning. We allow, ſays he, 
* the CATHOLICS 20 be BRETHREN of the Diſſenters ; 
*< ſome people, indeed ( auhich we cannot allow) would 
„ gave them to be our children, becauſe aue both diſſent 
* from the church eftabliſhed, and both agree in aboliſb- 
* ing this perſecuting ſacramental teſt; by which x ROA- 
4 F1VE DISCOURAGEMENT ave are both rendered in- 
* capable of civil and military employments. However, 
* ave cannot but wonder at the bold famiharity. of theſe 
* ſchiſmatics, in calling the members of the national 
% church their BRETHREN and FELLOW PROTES- 
„ TANTS. I is true, that all theſe er (except the 
* CATHOL1CS)'areBRETHERN'to each other in faction, 
** 7gnorance, iniquity, perverſeneſs, pride, and (if we 
* except the the QUAKERS) in rebellion, But, how the 
*. churchmen can be fiyled their peELLOow PROTES- 
*© TANTS, we cannot comprehend. Becauſe, when the 
** whole BABEL of ſefaries joined againſt the Church, 
** the King, and the Nobility for . twenty years, in a 
** MATCH AT FOOT BALL; where the prox er expreſ.y 
*. tell us, that ALL ARE FELLOWS; aohile the three 
* kingdoms were toſſed to and fro, the churches and cities, 
and royal pulaces ſhattered to pieces by their BALLS, 


* their BUFFETS, and their KICKs.z the wittors-would 
5 - « allow 
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are curious; and curious 
make other works deſpicable, They were written in 
a careleſs, hurrying manner, and were the offspring of 
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& allow no more FELLOWS AT "POOTBALL : 327 
© murdered, ſequeſtered, plundered, deprived, baniſhed 
« to the plantations, or enſlaved all their oppoſers ⁊ubo 
« had LOST THE GAME.” The greateſt art, and the 
keeneft firokes of irony diſplay themſelves throughout 
the whole compoſition : and the concluſion. of it is 
drawn up with a mixture of ſerious and ironical argu- 
ments that ſeem to defy all kinds of refutation. | 

Tus two next pamphlets for ſetling the Tythe of 
Hemp. c. by a Modus are entirely adapted to the clergy 
of Ireland; but there miy be obſerved in thoſe papers, 
a greater fund of calmneſs, not a leſs degree & ſpirit, 


than in many other of the Dean's political writings. 


Tus remainder of this volume is like a garden over- 


run with docks, and thiftles, among which ſome roſe - 
trees make their appearance, which only are the 


productions of the Dean. The ſcythe of time, 
or the weeding knife of a judicious editor, will 
cut down the docks and thiftles, but the beauty of 
the roſes will particularly 2 in ſome ſermons that 

for ſuch reaſons, as would 


neceſſity, not of choice: ſo that we may ſee the origi- 


nal force of his genius more in theſe compoſitions, that 
were thelegitimate ſons of his duty, than in other pie- 


ces that were the natural ſons of love. They were 


held in ſuch low eſteem in his o wn thoughts, that ſome 


years before he died, he gave away the whole collection 


to Dr. Susr1van, with the utmoſt indiffer nee: 


« Here, ſays he, are n bundle of my old ſermons ; you may 
« have them if you pleaſe : they may be of uſe to Jon, 
& they haue never been of any to me.” Tbe Horcel 


given to Dr. Sytr1pan conſiſted, as I have heard, of 


about five and thirty ſermons, - Three or four only are 
publiſhed z and thoſe I have read over with attention. 
The firſt is upon Mutual Subjection, and that duty 
which is owing from one man to another. A clearer 
ſtyle, or a diſcourſe more properly adapted to a public 
audience, can ſearee be framed. Eve paragraph is 
ſimple, nervous, and 1 The 2 — 
2 
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ich ar ument are cloſely connected, and logically pur - 
| ſned : but in places where the Dean has the leaſt op- | 
portunity to introduce N maxims, or to dart an 
arrow at the conduct o 1 he never fails to in- | 
dulge himſelf in his uſual manner of thinking, as may N 
de judge from the following quotations, A wi/ 2 
( 
6 
0 


„ man, ſays he, evho doth not affift with his counſels ; 

«© a great man with his protection; a rich man with 

hit bounty and charity; and a poor man with his la- 
«6 bour are perfect nuſances in a common-wealth. Nei- 99 
* their is any condition of life more honourable in the = 
fight of Go p than another; otherwiſe he would be a b 
«& raſpecter of perſons, which he aſſureth us he is not: 7 
% For he hath propoſed the ſame, ſalvation to all men, A 
and hath only placed them in different ways or flations 9 
to work it out. Princes are born with us more ad- 2 
e wantages of firength or wiſdom than other men ; and, 5 
« by an unhappy Lade , are uſually more defefive _ 
„in both than thouſands of their ſubjeas*.” Again, _ 
in the ſame ſtrain, ** The beſt prince is, in the opinion * 
« of wiſe men, only the greateſt ſervant of the nation; _ 


« got only a ſervant to the public in general, but in ſome _ 
ort to every man in it. f. But the moſt extraordinary N 
paſſage is a covert ſtroke at the higheſt order of his a 
. brethren the clergy. It runs thus, The miſeries of «6 
« life are not properly owing to the unequal diftribution th 
% things; but Gop Almighty, the great King of hea- * 
.«& ven, is treated like the kings of the earth ; who, (al- 40 
though perhaps iutending well themſelves, ) have often 2 
* moſt abominable miniflers and flewards, and thoſe 2 
generally the vileſt, to whom they entruſt the moſt ob” 
70 88 5 Dark as it is, this paragraph requires no | 
explanation. The author's natural turn of mind breaks om 
forth upon all occaſions, and the politician frequently _ 


outweighs the divine. If the diQates of ſuch a ſpirit 
were capable of forcing their way from the pulpit, what — 
a glorions, what a conſiſtent figure, muſt the Dean 


have made in the roſtrum at Rome, or in one of the * 
porticos at Athens? e * 
1 FR» CAS 6 . SR a, 
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Tue next moral eſſay, for I can ſcaree call it a fer- 
moa, is upon the 7 Nee of Conſcience: in which the 
author inſerts ſome very ſtriking obſervations upon 
ſuch falſe notions of honour as are too prevalent in the 
world. I am ſo far from thinking it a trouble, that I 
think it a pleaſure to tranſcribe-the particular : 
* The falſe principle which ſome men ſet up in the, 
© of conſcience to be their dire#or im life, is what thoſe. 
* avho pretend to it, call nonoux. 1his word it of 
ten made the ſanftios of an oath ; it is reckoned a 
great commendation to be a man Aris honour ; and 
it is commonly under ſtood, that a man of honour can 
newer be guilty of a baſe action. This ts uſually the 
= of military men; of perſons with titles; and of 
* others wwho pretend to birth and quality. It is true 
% indeed, that in ancient times it was amiverſally under» 
« flood, that honour was the reward of wirtue ; but 
« if fuch honour as is now-a-tlays going will not permit 
* a man to do @ baſe action, ir mu the allowed, there 
* are very few ſuch things as baſe ations in e. 
** No man of honour, as that "word isufually 
did ever pretend, that his \honour obliged him to be 


4. thafte or temperate ; to pay his creditors ; to be nf 
to his country; to do good -to mankind to endeavour fo 


« be awiſe or learned; to regard his word, his promiſe, 
or his oath or if he hath any of tbeſe vir tus, they 
« vere never learned in the catechiſm of honour ; which 
contains but two precepts, the uentFual payment of 
*< debts contracted at play; and the Wight underflanding 

*. the jeveral deprees re 2ay- in order to revenge 
«. it bythe death'of an ary * | 

Tus third diſcourſe upon The 7 rinity is indeed auſers 
mon, and one of the beſt in its kind. 'The Dean feems 
not to have made ſuch a plan his voluntary choice, 


nor to have built, fav ex motu, upon ſuch a baſis . 


oP, 


* Page 228. 


+ [In __ beginning of 35 * he lets us. * 
that he preached it on Trinity Sunday, a day on which 


all the clergy think _— confined to this theme. 


I 3 but 


bat he has compleated the. ſuperſtructure in a moſt 
maſterly manner: the materials anſwer the dignity of 
the edifice, and the artificer may aſſume great ho- 
nour, upon the completion of ſo noble, ſo ſimple, 
and ſo uſeful a pile. The myſterious parts of our re- 
ligion, are apt to have dreadful effects upon weak 
minds. The general comments upon the ſacred wri- 
tings, and the ſeveral ſermons upon the moſt abſtrufe 
points of ſcripture are too often compoſed in the 


gloomy ſtyle. Damnation, eternal damnation, is 
e. with all its horror before our eyes; and we are 
ſo terrified at the proſpect, that fear makes us ima- 
gine, we can comprehend myſteries, which, on this 
ide of the grave, muſt be for ever denied to our li- 

'"mited underſtandings. The Dean has taken the 
ſafeſt and the propereſt method of expomnding theſe 
arcana. He advances every poſition that can be e- 
ftabliſhed upon ſo incomprehenſible a ſubje&. He 
ſuſtains the belief, avows the. doctrine, and adapts 


the matter of faith as well as poſſible to the human. 


capacity. His manner of reaſoning is maſterly, and 
his arguments are nervous, particularly where he 
ſays, It is highly probable, bat if Gov ſhould pleaſe 
'* to reveal unto us this great myſtery of the Trinity, or 
, ſome other myſteries in our holy religion, ave ſhould not 
© be able tounderfland them, unleſs he would at the ſame 


« time think fit to beſtoau on us ſome new powers or fa- 


'** culties of the ming, auhich wwe want at preſent, and 


<< are reſerved till the day of - reſurreftion to life eter- 
4 zal *,” But, the reader muſt be weary of quota- 
tions, F will make no wore: and in excuſe of thoſe 
already made, I can only offer, that in comments 
upon original authors, quotations are often the beſt, 
and perhaps the only explanations that can fully an- 
ſwer the end propoſed. I. mean that the original 
ſpirit is ſo volatile, as not to admit of the leaſt tranſ- 
fuſion. In ordinary compoſitions, the eſſence may 
be extracted, and the ſubtileſt parts diſtilled : But the 
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Dean's ſermons appear a chymical preparation of 


ſo extraordinary and penetrating a nature, that I was. 
reſolved to convey as much of the zthereal ſpirit, to- 
my readers, as poſſible. 


IsSnall take no notice of a fourth ſermon, as it is 


evident, * tbat, as well as many other pieces, have 


been ungratefully foiſted into his works, by the ig- 
norance and avarice of the editor. But, I find, 
that I have omitted to mention two. poems of great 
wit and humour. They are previous to the ſermons. 


The firſt + was artfully publiſhed by the Dean, in a 
manner ſo different from thoſe rules of poetry to 
which he confined himſelf, that he hoped the public 
might miſtake. it for a ſpurious or uncorrect "coup 
ſtolen by memory from his original poem. Het 
great pleaſure in this ſuppoſition: and I believe it an- 
ered his expectation. One of his ſtricteſt rules in 
poetry was to avoid. triplets. What can have given 
riſe to ſo nice a peculiarity is difficult to determine. 
It might be owing only to a ſingular turn of think- 
ing; but the reaſon which he publicly aſſigned, ſeem- 
ed not ſo much againſt the practice itſelf, as againſt 
the poets who indulged themſelves in that manner of 
writing. A cuſtom (according to the Dean's opt- 
nion) “introduced by lazineſs, continued by igno- 
« rance, and eſtabliſned by falſe taſte,” With defe- 


rence to ſo great a critic, it is a cuſtom, that has fre- 


quently been purſued with remarkable ſucceſs. Mr. 
Dxvrptn abounds in triplets; and in ſome of his 
moſt elegant poems, the third cancluding verſe forms 


the fineſt climax in the whole piece; Mr: WALL, 


the father of all flowing poetry, has generally re- 

ſerved the niceſt point of wit to his triplicate line: 

and upon an impartial enquiry, it is almoſt.to be queſ- 

tioned, whether, in. many inſtances, this deſpicable 

triplet may not add a greater beauty to a poetical com- 

games. than any other circumſtance. To be con- 
n 


ed, on any terms, by the links of rhyme, is of 


* 7 he difficulty.of knowing ane's ſelf, p. 25 S 
Þ+ The Life and Genuine Character of the Reverend 
; D F. Sw IFT. 
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great ee to our £»g/i/ poetry. The fneſt 
that we can boaſt, and which we ualize, and Rk 
perhaps would willingly prefer to the Jhad, is void of "Mp 
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thoſe fetters.. But, when it is our defliny to wear 2 
chüins, ſurely we may be allowed to make them as & 
and eaſy as we can 5 
Tur ſecond poem f. entitled, Venſes on the Hah | D 
uf De. SwieT.,. occaſioned by reauing a maxim in Ro- < 
"CEHEFOUCAVLT, is a moſt pointed piece of ſarcaſm. 55 
Not any of the Dean's ou s have: more wit; nor 4 
are any of them more ſevere. In it, he has ſum- DP 
moned together his whole powers of ſatyr and poetry. 8 
It is a parting blow; the: legacy of anger and diſap- 8 
Pointment; but as the two laſt lines F are grammati- * 
<ally incorrect, and as they were not inſerted in the kl 
| ſirſt edition publiſhed at London, | cannot tell how V. 
| they have crept into a poem, that is otherwiſe as ex- by 
4 actly poliſhed as * of the. Dean's niceſt. compoſiti- G 
I ons. 3 
l Tut remaining pieces in this volume, are not wor- 40 
it cy of Swirr's pen. They are ſpurious and rrifling, = 
1 and in every reſpect improper for the public view: * 
1 o that what was once. ludicrouſly ſaid upon a different *M 
| occaſion, might (if theſe were the genuine offspring ry 
an .of the. Dean' 5 applied not only to the laſt volume, . bo 
_ but indeed to ſome of the former; as: they put us = 
_ in mind of the famous machine in WinsTANLEY'S 75 
= « water-works, where, out of the. ſame veſſel, the - 15 
ul *- ſpeRtators were preſented. with tea, coffee, choco- he's 
ate, champaigne, and ſour ſmalkbeer:” c 
WH _ LI nave now gone through Faulxnzr's edition of 2 
my Swirr's works, but there are ftill remaining three 4 
oH his pieces, The Tale of a Tub, The Battle of the - = 
1 Books in St. James s Library, and The Fragment, which . | M 
_ although not abſolutely owned * the. Dean, aut E - 
J ag ys aut Da. R's 8 
al ee rn. | 
14 $ That kingdom he hath left hit debtor, 
G 11 1 Iwwiſß it ſoon may have a better. ih 
_ Thy» 


Dr. JONATHAN SWEIT. 169 
Tur firſt of theſe, The Tale of 4 Tub, has mate: 


- much noiſe in the world. It was one of the Dean's 


earlieſt performances, and has never been excelled in 
wit and ſpirit by his own, or any other pen. The 


- cenſures that have paſſed upon it, are various. The 
moſt material of which were ſuch as reflected upon 
Dr. Swirr, in the character of a clergyman, and a 

Chriſtian. It has been one of the misfortunes at- 


tending Chriſtianity, that many of her ſons, from a 
miſtaken filial piety, have indulged themſelves in too 
reſtrained and too melancholy a way of thinking.. 
Can we wonder then, if a book compoſed with 3/1 
the force of wit and humour in deriſion of ſacerdot: l 


tyranny, in ridicule of grave hypocriſy, and in con- 


tempt of flegmatic ſtiffneſs, ſhould be wilfully miſ- 
conſtrued by ſome perſons, and ignorantly miſtaken 
by others, as a ſarcaſm and reflexion upon the whole 


Chriſtian church? The Dean's ungovernable ſpirit of 
Irony, has ſometimes carried him into very unwarrant- 


able flights of wit. L have remarked ſuch paſſages 


with a moſt unwilling eye. But, let my affections of 
- friendſhip. have been ever ſo great, my love for the 
public is ſtill greater: and I wil 


purſue candour, even 
with an aching heart, when the purſüit of it may 
tend to the advantage or inſtruQion of any one, In 


the ſtyle of truth therefore, I muſt ſtill look upon The 


Tale of a Tub, as no intended inſult againſt Chriſtian- 
ity, but as a ſatyr againſt the wild errors of the 


church of Rome, the ſlow and incompleat reformation 


of the Lutherans, and the abſurd and affected zeal of 


the preſbyterians. In the character of PETER, we 
ſee the pope, ſeated on his pontifical throne, and a- 


dorned with his triple crown. In the picture of 


MaxrTrn, we view Lurz R and the firſt reformers: 


and in the repreſentation of Jack, we behald JohN 
CaLvin and his diſciples. The author's arrows are 
chiefly directed againſt PETER and Jack. To Max- 
TIN, he ſhews all the indulgence that the laws of al- 
legory will permit. 3 + 
THE actions of PE TEA are the actions of a man. 
intoxicated with pride, power, rage, tyranny, an 
30's ſelf-conc. ' 


-xo8 MEM OI R S * 8 > 
ſelf. ooneeit. Theſe paſſions are placed in the moſt 
_Tidiculous light: and the effects of them produce to 
us the tenets and doctrines of papal Rome, ſuch as 
_ Purgatory, penance, images, indulgences, auricular 
confeſſion, tranſubſtantiation, and thoſe dreadful 
monſters, the pontifical bulls, which, according to 
this ludicrous author, derived their original from the 
famous bulls of Cnolcos, deſcribed by Ovip. 


Terribiles waltus, preefixaque cornua ferro; 
Pulvereumqus ſolum pedt pulſavere biſulco; 
Fumificiſque locum mugitibus implevere J. 


* Bur Lord PeTzr's BULLs, ſays The Tale of 4 
Tub, © avere extremely vitiated by time in the metal of 
their feet, aubich from BASG was row d 
into common LEAD. Hdoavewer the terrible roaring, 

% peculiar to their lineage, was preſerved, as likewiſe 
D that faculty of BRAATHING out fire at their noſtrils.” 
Theſe paſſages, and many others, no doubt, muſt be 
- conſtrued: as antichriſtian, by the church of Rome. 
When the chief miniſter and his minions are ed, 
the keener the ſatyr, the more liable is it to- be in- 
terpreted into high treaſon againſt the king. 
In the character of Jacx, a ſet of people were a- 
larmed, who are eaſily offended, and who can ſcarce 
bear the chearfulneſs of a ſmile. In their dictionary, 
wit is only another name for wickedneſs: and the 
urer or more excellent the wit, the greater and more 
impious the abomination. However wide therefore 
the difference of Pęr and J« cx might have been 


in faſhioning their coats, the two brothers moſt ſin- 


cerely agreed in their hatred of an adverſary ſo pow- 
erful as this anonymous author. They ſpared no un- 
mannerly reflexions upon his. character. They had 
recourſe to every kind of abuſe that eould reach him. 
And ſometimes, it was the work of Swie'r and his 
companions: ſometimes not a ſyllable of it was his 
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Dr. JONATHAN” SWIFT. 109 
work, it was the work of one of his uncle's ſons, a 
clergyman: and ſometimes it was the work of a per- 
ſon, who was to be nameleſs. Each of theſe mali- 
cious conjectures reigned in its turn, and We 
find; that bold afſertians, however falſe, almoſt con- 
ſtantly meet with ſucceſs; a kind of triumph that 
wauld appear one of the ſevereſt inſtitutes of fate, if 
time, and truth, did not ſoon obliterate all marks of 
the victory. s 
Tux criticiſms of the Martiniſts, (whom we may 
ſuppoſe the members of the church of England 


were, it is to be hoped, more candid: for Max Tin, 


as 1 have juſt now hinted, is treated with a much leſs 
degree of ſarcaſm than the other two brothers. What 
relates to him, is ſo ſhort; that I will venture to tran- 
ſcribe it. They both [Lur RR and Calvin] “ Ana- 
«. nimouſly entered upon this great work, [Tux Rx- 
% FORMATION] /ooking ſometimes on their coats, and 
e ſometimes on the WII. MaRrTiv laid the firft 

, hand; at one twitch brought off a large handful of 
©, POINTS; andwith a ſecond pull, ſtript uayay ten do- 
xen yards of FRINGE: But when be had gone thus 
* far, he demurred a while:- he knew very well, there. 
«© yet remained a great deal more to be dont; however 
« the firſt heat being over, his violence began to cool, 
and be reſolved to proceed more moderately in the reſt 
* of the work; having already very narrowly eſcaped 
* a favinging rent in pulling off the roi Ns, which 
* being TAGGED WITH SILVER, (as we have of» 

« ſerved before) the judicious workman had, with 
* nuch ſagacity,. double ſown to preſerve them from 
* PALLING. Reſolving therefore to rid his coat of @ 
« huge quantity of GOLD LACE, he picked up the 
« flitches with much caution, and diligently gleaned out 
all the lorfs threads as he quent, which proved to be a 
% verk of time. Then he fell about the embiaigered: 
< InDian figures of men, women and children; againſt” 
« which, as you have heard in its due place, their fa- 
« ther s teſtament was extremely exact and ſevere. 1 heſe, 
«with much dexterity and application, wert, after a 
< while, quite eradicated, or utterly defaced. For the 
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«© reſt, where he obſerved the embroidery to be worked Jo 
&* cloſe, as not to be got away, without damaging the 
| „ cloth, or where. it ſerved to hide or firengthen any 
= % flaw inthe body of the coat, contracted by the perpe- 
* « tual tampering of workmen upon it; he concluded, 
| e the qwifeſt courſe was to let it remain, reſolving in 
1 % no caſe whatſoever, that the ſubſtance of the fluff 
| e hbould ſuffer injury, which he thought the beſt method 
| for ſerving the true intent and meaning of his father's 
| & WILL. And this is the neareſt account I have been 
| % able to collect of MARTIN's proceedings upon this 
« great revolution.” 3 
Tu church of England can ſcarce be angry at 
ſuch a favourable account of \LuTxzx: eſpecially as 
ue have ſince reformed from Lu r HERR himſelf, and 
1 ſo far, as our judgements can teach us, have re- 
| ſtored our Habit ſtill nearer to the original faſhion, 
| which they bore at the perfection of the Te/ament. 
| The beſt, and what 1s more extraordinary, the moſt 
| ſerious apology, that can be made for the author, 
was written by himſelf, and is dated June 3, 1709, 
from which time, it has been conſtantly printed in a 
prefatory manner to the work itſelf, In this apology, - 
the Dean candidly acknowledges, that © There are 
% ſeveral youthful ſallies, which, from the grave and 
« the awiſe, may deſerve a rebuke.” And farther adds, 
that © He will forfeit his life, if any one opinion can 
' « fairly be deduced from the book, which is contrary to 
“religion or morality.” | | 708 
Tux dedication to Prince Poſterity cannot fail to 
pleaſe : nor are we leſs entertained by the ſeveral di-- 
greſſons which are written in ridicule of bad critics, 
dull commentators, and the whole fraternity of 
Grub ſtreet philoſophers. The Introduction abounds 
with wit and humour: but the author never loſes the - 
leaſt opportunity of venting his keeneſt ſatyr againſt. 
Nr. = DEN, and conſequently loads with inſults, 
the greateſt, although the leaſt proſperous, of our 
Engliſh poets. Yet who can avoid ſmiling, when he 
finds the Hind and Panther mentioned as a compleat 
abftrat of ſixteen thouſand ſchoolmen, and when 
| | | Touur 
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Dr. JONATHAN SWIET. tx 
Touur Pors is ſuppoſed to be written by the ame 


hand, as a fupplement to the former work ? I am willi 


to imagine, that DxvDex, in ſome marther br other, : 


had offended the Dean, who, otherwiſe, I hope, 
would have been more 3 to the errors of a 
man, oppreſſed by poverty, driven on by party, and 
bewildered by religion. RE NA: > 

Zur although our ſatirical author, now and then, 
may have indulged himſelf in ſome perfonal animoſi- 
ties, or may have taken freedoms not fo perfectly 
conſiſtent. with that ſolemn decency, which is re- 
quired from a clergyman, yet throughout the whole 
piece, there is a vein of ridicule and good humour, 
that laughs pedantry and affectation into the loweſt 
degree of contempt, and expoſes the charaQter of 
Pre and Jack in ſuch a manner, as never will be 
forgiven, and never can be anſwered. 1 8 

Ts Battle of the Books took its riſe from the con- 
troverſy between Sir WILLIAM TemPLe- and Mr. 
Woorox: a controverſy which made much noiſe 

and employed many pens towards the latter end o 


the laſt century ®. This humorous treatiſe is drawn up 
in an heroic comic ſtyle, in which the Dean, with 


at wit and ſpirit, gives the victory to the former. 
'The general plan is excellent, but particular parts are 
defective. The frequent chaſms puzzle and interrupt 
the narrative: they neither convey any latent ideas, 
nor point out any diſtant or occult ſarcifms. Some 
characters are barely touched upon, which might 


have been extended, others are enlarged, which 


might have been chntracted. The name of Hes act 
is ſcarce inſerted, and VIX IL is introduced only for 
an opportunity of comparing his tranſlator Dx YDzn, 
to the Lady in a Lobſter: to a Mouſe under a Canopy of 


Stute: and to u ſprivelled Beau within the Penthouſe of 


4 fall-bottomed Perrievig. Theſe ſimiles carry the 
true ſtamp of ridicule, which muſt be very pre- 
valent in the heart of an author, who could overlook 
the merits of Dxyven: many of whoſe dedications , 
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* The Dean for the antients has argued ſo well, 
He proves that the moderns, the antients excel. 
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and e are as! fine. compoſitions, and! as juſt 

ieces of erificiſm as any in our language. The 
tranſlation of Voll was a work of haſte and indi- 
gence: DRY DEN was equal to the undertaking, but 


unfortunate during the conduct of it. 
Tux two chief heroes among the modern generals, 


are Wor rom and BENTLEY. Their figures are diſ- 


$43 in the moſt diſadvantageous attitudes. The 
rmer 1s deſcribed, “full of ſpleen, dulneſs, and 
« ill manners.” The latter is repreſented, © tall, 
<« without ſhape or. comelineſs : large, without 


| 60 ſtrength- or proportion.” But, I willnot anticipate 


the reader's futyre pleaſure in reading a performance 


that he will probably wiſh longer, and; ; Wore. com- 
ꝓpleat. 


Tux Battle, Which is maintained by the antients 
with great ſuperiority of ſtrength,” though not of 
numbers, ends with the demolition of BENTLEY and 
His friend Wor ron. BoyLs, ſays the author, 


* clad, in a ſuit of armour, WHICH HAD BEEN | 
4 GIVEN HIM BY ALL THE GODS, advanced towards 


« the trembling foe, who .now fled before him. , I ſhall 
not diſpute about the gift of the armour: but thus 
far I will venture to obſerve, that the gods never be- 
Kowed celeſtial armour, except upon heroes, whoſe 


courage and ſuperior ſtrength diſtinguiſhed them 
from the reſt of mankind; whoſe merits and abilities 


were already conſpicuous ; and who .could wield, 
though young, the ſword of MaRs, and adorn it 
with all the virtues of Minerva; and let me aſſure 
the reader, that BoyLs ſuſtained the character, 
which he had ſo early acquired, to the laſt moment 
of his life, and, on many occaſions, exerted his abi- 


lities in ſuch a manner, as evidently ſhewed, that he 
wanted neither armour, nor extraordinary aſſiſtance, 


to add to his firſt victory ſuch ſuperior ornaments, 
as will for eyer be repoſited among the brighteſt tro- 
phies, in the temple of fame. 

. The Fragment, or a Diſcourſe concerning the mecha- 
nical Operation of the Spirit, is a ſatyr againſt enthu- 
ſiaſm, and thoſe affected inſpirations, which con- 


. antly begin in folly, and very often end in vice, *. 
8 
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this treatiſe, the author has revelled in too licentious a 
vein of ſarcaſm: ſome of his ideas are indecent : 
nor is the piece itſelf equal in wit and humour, 
either to The Tale of a-Tub, or The Battle of the 
Books, I ſhould conſtantly chuſe rather to praiſe, 
than to arraign any part of dhe Dean's writings: but 
in thoſe tracts, where he tries to make us uneaſy with 
2 there, I muſt yield him ap entirely to cen- 
Tue Dean left behind him few manuſcripts. Not 
one of any conſequence, except an account of the 
peace of Utrecht, which he called an Hiſtory of the 


four laft years of Queen Ann, The title of an hiſtory 


is too pompous for ſuch a performance. In the 
hiſtorical - ſtyle, it may want dignity, but as a 


pamphlet, it will appear the beſt defence of Lord 


OxrorD's adminiſtration, and the cleareſt account of 


the treaty of Utrecht, that has hitherto been writ- 
ten P ” 


. In ſome of his leiſure hours, he had begun an' 


| hiſtory of England, and had purſued it through two 


or three reigns, from William the Conqueror. 
The contempt he conceived of our antient monarchs, 
made him ſoon lay the deſign aſide. His averſion 
to. kings was invincible. he will ſay perhaps, 


this averſion was rooted in pride: but, in courſe 


of reading, we will find ſo very few princes, whoſe 
merits and abilities entitle them even to a crown of 
ruſhes, that probably the reader may think no ſmall de- 
gree of prudence neceſſary to reconcile him to a mo- 
narchical ſtate. What has not this nation ſuffered from 
our former princes? Even from the beſt of them? If 
we ſpeak candidly of our boaſted Queen Er1za- 
BETH, ſhe was, in.many inſtances, a tyrant: but ſhe 
was a tyrant with ſenſe and dignity. : She knew the 
true intereſt of the nation, and ſhe purſued it; but 
ſhe purſued it in an arbitrary manner. She was for- 
tunate in the time of reigning: for her character has 
been exalted by the want of merit in her ſucceſſor, 
from whoſe miſconduct guſhed forth that torrent of 


| miſery, which not only bore down his ſon, but over- 


K 2 whelmed 
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[t whelmed the three kingdoms, If we aſk what were .« 
23 the precious fruits of the reſtoration? The anſwer th 
by. will be, an exchange only from one confuſion: to ano- 2 
BE -- ther: from jealouſies between general Monk and | 
4 LaugERT, to jealoufies between the dukes of Vr 
| and Monmouth: a perpetual rotation of falſe politics: E > 
I a king with the beſt natured diſpoſition. imaginable, ha 
I ſuffering innocent blood to be ſhed without remorſe wel 
| Or, if we enquire, what was the. effect of a lawful up 
ſovereign? A ſhameful ſubmiſſion to a neighbouring ſac 
kingdom, which, not long before, had trembled at tic 
the fromns. of an uſurper. Such was the fate of pre 


poor Exgliand! To theſe wretched times, ſueceeded 
the religious fooleries, and the weak attempts of 
JamEs the ſecond. Then followed the revolution. 
But, I muſt deſcend no lower. Let us therefore turn 

our eyes from home, and take a momentary. view of 
other nations, If we look towards antient Rvme, 
and conſider her firſt ſeven monarchs, how wicked, 
or how inſignihcant were their characters? And, 
when the name of Monarch was changed into that of 

| Emperor, what a tyrannical pack of CsARS paſs 
before our eyes? Many of them, the greateſt mon- 
ſters that human nature ever produced: yet theſe left 
were Lords, Emperors, and Kings of the world. If pled 
we read the Old Teſtament, and conſult the. Chroni- | arif, 
cles of the Kings of Judah, you will find them a ſet A f 
of the proudeſt and the moſt obſtinate princes upon Ax 
earth. Is not ſuch a retroſpect enough to diſguſt us by 
againſt Kings? Bad as it is, it muſt not diſguſt, an Eng- grea 
lijoman. We ought ever to regard, honour, and pre- beer 
ſerve our original conſtitution, which of all regal the] 
Rates is the beſt framed in the univerſe. The balance reig1 


of our government is hung indeed in the niceſt, man- ingle 
ner imaginable: a ſingle hair will turn it; but when He 
it is held exactly even, there cannot be a finer ſyſtem in h 
under heaven: and I muſt freely own, that I think the! 
our Kings have been often leſs blameable than their out t 
ple. We remember the exclamation of the cond 
cotchman, upon ſeeing the flatteries paid to IAuE⁸ of th 
the firſt at his acceſſion, © By p ſaul, mon, you feul= are ir 
ee ks e | hiſtor 
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% % folk ſpoil a geud ting.” The Scotchman was in 
the right: but we continued in our fooliſh ways to 


| Janz and his ſucceſſors. Our courtly adulations 


are always outragious, we know no bounds. The 
prey flattered, muſt be more than human, not to be 
ſometimes blinded with ſuch perpetual incenſe. . Per- 
' haps we borrow this kind of ſervility from the French, 
who, in the laſt century, beſtowed the title of just 
upon LEWIS the thirteenth, during whole reign, 
ſuch repeated acts of cruelty, oppreſſion, and injuſ- 
tice, were perpetrated, as ſcarce any other annals can 
produce. | WS Wl ot 
Ax additional excuſe, that may be made for the 
errors of our Engliſb kings, is the different treatment 
which they find at the beginning, from what they re- 
ceive at the latter end of their reigns.” At the begin- 
ning, all is ſmoothneſs, all is joy and felicity: but 
the ſun-ſhine is ſeldom of a very long duration. 
Clouds of jealouſy ariſe, and the whole atmoſphere 
is ſoon filled with noxious vapours; ſo that the re- 
maining chaſm is filled up with heart - burnings, ani- 
moſities, and perſonal altercations between miniſters: 
and they often ariſe to ſuch a height, as even to mo- 
leſt the King in his chair of ſtate. Delirant Achivi, 
plectuntur reges. Theſe are the unhappy effects that 
ariſe from the very nobleſt cauſe, the thirſt of liberty. 
A free people are conſtantly jealous of their rights. 
A wiſe king will preferve to them thoſe rights, and 
by ſuch a maxim will eſtabliſh his own. But, the 
great misfortune of our former Engliſb princes has 
been their indolent ſubmiſſion to the name, without 
the leaſt attempt of diſcharging the duties of a ſove- 
reign. The life of ſuch a prince muſt have proved 
inglorious to his people, and unhappy to himſelf, 
He muſt have found himſelf only the ſecond perſon: 
in his kingdom, nay, perhaps the third or fourth : 
the Leviathans of power, being ſeldom, if ever, with- 
out their coadjutors: and in that caſe, it is a point of 
condeſcenſion, to permit their royal maſter to be one 
of the groope. Our Eng/iþ commentaries, which 
are in truth a very melancholy, and a very reproachful 
tuſtory, give us many mortifying inſtances of this kind. 
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Degree of Diſcontent. 1 5 
IE Dean frequently viſited the late PRT ER Lup- 
Low, of Anſala, in the County of Meath. Mrs. Lup- 


* gave him two hundred Pounds a Year, Now, Sir, 
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Havi now finiſhed the moſt material obſerva- 


tions upon the life and writings of doctor Swier 3 I 


mall, for the amuſement of my readers, inſert fore 


humorous paſſages of his life, and conclude with a 
general character of bim. . 


Tux Dean happened to dine at a Friend's Houſe in 1 
' the Country; and ſeeing a Gentleman at Table, who 
had ſold a large Eftate, abruptly aſked him, are you | 


v the unhappy Man that ſold the Eſtate of“ * *-* 2” 
The Gentleman anſwered in the A ffirmative, telling the 
Dean, at the ſame time, that he had reſerved a part of 


. It for his Support. But, Friend, reſumed the Dean, 


« if you could not gratify your Paſſions when you had 


ea large Eſtate, how can you manage now you have 


4% ſo ſmall a one? The Gentlemen replyed, I have 


an excellent Voice; I hear you make Ballads, and I 


% will go and Sing them.“ The Dean was ſo dis- 


concerted, that he dropped the Diſeourſe with ſome 


Low, was fo remarkable for her Prudence and good 
Underſtanding, that the Dean, often entertained 
ker with his Poems, Dining together one Day, 
me helped him with ſome Beef, and aſſured him, 


better could not be got in the Country, “ what 


Woman, ſays the Dean, © it is full of Maggots;“ 
The Lady inſtantly replyed, I affirm to you, Sir, 


not ſo full as your Head.“ | 


Tux Dean walking one day in a Country Church Yard, 
obſerved a Man, looking at an Inſcription. upon a Monu- 
ment, he aſked him, © who was the Miniſter of the Pa+ 
xh ? The Man told him, he was a Fool, and ſhould 


& be nameleſs.” The Dean then enquired, who was 


the former Miniſter. The Man anſwered, that he was 
a Madman. A Madman! Friend, quoth the Dean, 


| «© you give a {ſtrange Account of your Paſtors.” 
* Why, Sir, ſays the Man, our former Miniſter: had 


er ſmall ineome and a teeming Wife, for which rea- 
* ſon he pretended Madneſs, and the rs 


© is 
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» * is not. our preſent. midiſtes-adool, for not pretendy 
I ing the like madneſs, whereby he might have ſuch a 
ae 4 comfortable addition to his living?“ as this did not 
a immediately ſtrike at the Dean, he rewarded-the fellow's 
humour with a. ſhilling. F 
in Pavpy DraQuepa, © vamwhiop in le noted 
ho for a turn of low: humour, purſued; the Dean, with a 
mw paper in bis hand, erying out, © ELorsa to. AUE- 
ng © LAF#RD ;“ The Dean bid him deſiſt ; but, Pa bor, 
* - flall continued his vocifrration; and; upon the Dean's 
of offering to ſtrike him, cryed out, 
m, Get away raw head and bloody bones, 
ad Here is a boy does not fear you. 
ve This was ſuch a turn of humour, (the Dean being the 
* — — eutben.of that ſong; ) that. it nenn 
d war 5 
lis- wo. Dean Was very fond: of talking to mechanics; 
me one day, into, diſcourſe with a maſon; aſked 
— It he was a free-maſan The maſon anfwer- 
up- ed, © he was, © Prithee friend; returns the Dean, 
TI what is the principle or. tenet of that-ſociety 2” Why, 
ood Sir, ſays the maſon, our tetets and principles art 
ned e free and eaſy; werworſhip Gon without ſuperſtition, 
ay, dor pageantry ; and believe that if —ͤ— — 
im, cc in the hands of a ſkilful chymiſt 3 
hat an excellent drama of . —.— This 
8; * 4 is odd doctrine, friend, ſays the Dean, 6 wii 
Sir, te culcates this contempt of religion 
| « Why, Sir,” ſays the —.— e, — the — of ale: of 
ard, tt. the Tub, always on the table; and we: borrow our 
onu· 4 maxims from that book.” The Dean was ſo much 
Pa; diſſatisſied, with this reply, that he departed, without 
ould giving him the leaſt reward for his humour. 
Was Tus Dean was naturally of an impatient temper, 
Was and could not bear a diſappointment. He went to the 
Jean, ſhop of one Baue, a ſnoemaker, ſore years be- 
ors.” fore his death, and beſpoke a pain: of ealy ſhoes. 
- had | - BamBxick, according to the Dean's directions, pro- 
1 rea- miſed to bring them to him, in three days, but ne- 
ment | glected coming for ſix or eight. When * brought 
„Sir, them home, the Dean upbraided him with his * 
6 3s. 


-n18 ME MOI RS r] 
of promiſe, and lectured, on the negligence of Ii 


his Reverence had beſpoke 


Buy the time they 


* * 
nth, WF 


tradeſmen.”  Bampricx made an excuſe, which the 


Dean hated worſe than a lye, ſaying, he really forgot 


the ſhoes. Very well, 
4 Sir,“ ſays the Dean, pray, did you ever fee 
my garden?” No Sir,“ ſays BawBRricx. © Come 
«along with me then,“ ſays the Dean, 
had reached the middle of the 
rden, which was about eleven o'clock in the morning, 


a ſervant, who had been previouſly inſtructed, came 


and informed the Dean, that a gentleman wanted to 


| ſee him. The Dean deſired BamBxick,' to take a 


turn or two in the garden, and promiſed to be with 
him immediately. As he went out of the garden, the 


better to deceive Bau BN 1ck, he left the ſkirt of his 


gown faſtened between the jaumb and the door, Bau- 
-BRICK imagining that the Dean was talking to his 


- friend; as he ſaw the ſkirt of his gown there, took 


"ſeveral turns about the garden, expẽcting a period to 


their diſcourſe ; but about three o'clock, grew quite 
impatient, and made ſome fruitleſs attempts to puſh 
back the lock. The Dean, imagining he had ſufficient- 


ly mortifyed his Friend CR18y1n, at laft entered the 


garden, and with ſeeming ſurprize and concern, pro- 
teſted; that he had really forgot he left him there; ad- 
ding, that he had a bad memory, and wiſhed they 
might both. have a better for the future. BAuBRICE 
gueſfed what the Dean meant, and was glad to find 
Kimlelf ar lber. ; 
Tus Dean was an utter enemy to vanity, dreſs and 
oſtentation; he liked to ſee every perſon appear, ac- 


cording to his occupation and ability. A remarkable 


inſtance of this humour, appeared in his treatment of 
Grorct FAULKNER, his printer in Ireland. Faulx- 
NER, from a low indigent ftate, - raiſed himſelf above 
want, by ſome papers that were given him by the 
Dean, and had ſent to new-gate, for printing a 
fatyrical piece, ſuppoſed to be written by him. His 
fidelity on this occaſion, ingraciated him fo far, in 


the Dean's fayour, that he was admitted to ſome de- 


 gree 
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gree of familiarity with. him, had the ſole printing of 
all his works, and received all the copies gratis. 
Faurl ry, elate with his ſucceſs, bought a genteel 
laced waiſteoat, and went, in a formal manner, to 
viſit the Deam The Dean, when he ſaw him thus 

bedeeked, though he knew him perfectly well, aſked 
him, Who he was, orif he had any buſineſs with 
„ him?” FavLENER, aſtoniſhed at this diſtant be- 
haviour, anſwered, Sir, don't you know. your 
«< humble ſervant, Gos Faulkner ?” GOR 
„% FAULKNER, replies the Dean, with ſome warmth, 
% Yoware a lyar, an impoſtor, a raſcal, Grorcs - 
* FAUEKNER is a plain honeſt printer; you are a 
« fribble, a beaux. Begone, ſarrah, or I will order 
« my ſervants to kick you out of doors.” FauLx- 
ve knew his temper too well to contend with him, 


went home, put on his uſual plain cloaths, and re- 


turned in a ſhort time. As foon as FAULKNER en- 
tered the room, the Dean roſe up and ſaluted him, in 
the moſt friendly manner, telling him, You are 
« welcome, honeſt GEORGE. There was an imper- 
« tment fop here juſt now, who would fain paſs him 
* ſelf upon me for you; but I knew you too well to 
© ſuſpe& you to be jackdawed up in a laced waiſt · 
* coat.” FAULKNER, acquieſced in the ſeeming 
miſtake, paid his viſit, and departed with a low 
ſcrape. But, as I have given the characters of ſome 
of the Dearf's friends and: acquaintances, it may be 


expected that I ſhould alſo give ſome character of his 


printer, This, I find ſo well drawn in the following 
tale, that I ſhall make no further apology for intro- . 
ducing it. * 5 ae 
CMvALRV, do TreLE, or the Knicue 

and his LADY. A Tale. 


O packet arriv'd? and the wind ſtill at Fa. — 
L Y Arbuckle 1 * — go, aſk if your /ady's undreſt: 


pe — 


, N * Shopheeper to Faulkner. 
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of promiſe,” and lectured, on the negligence of Ig 8 
tradeſmen. Baule made an excuſe, which the 2 
Dean hated worſe than a lye, ſay ing, he really forgot , 
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his Reverence had beſpoke the-ſhoes, . Very well, 
« Sir,“ ſays the Dean, pray, did you ever ſee 
% my garden?“ No Sir,“ ſays BawBrickx. © Come 
« along with me then,” ſays the Dean. : ah 


By the time they had reached the middle of the 
garden, which was about eleven o'clock in the morning, ha 
a ſervant, who had been previouſly inſtructed, came 1 
and informed the Dean, that a gentleman wanted to a 
ſee him. The Dean defired BamBRics, to take a 2 
turn or two in the garden, and promiſed to be with . 
him immediately. As he went out of the garden, the . 
better to deceive Bau BN 1ck, he teft the ſkirt of his NY 


gown faſtened between the jaumb and the door, BA u- 
'BRICK imagining that the Dean was talking to his 


IF  - friend; as he ſaw the ſkirt of his gown there, took ] furr 
IH ſeveral turns about the garden, expeQing a period to tere 
TH their diſcourſe ; but about three o'clock, grew quite the 
TF impatient, and made ſome fruitleſs attempts to puſh 1 
3 back the lock. The Dean, imagining he had ſufficient- bo ; 
| < 


$ ly mortifyed his Friend CRISPIx, at laſt entered the 
'v garden, and with ſeeming ſurprize and concern, pro- 7 


= teſted; that he had really forgot he left him there; ad- ce 
1 = 1. that he had a bad memory, and wiſhed they miſt; 
3 might both. have a better for the future. RamprIck ſcrap 

th e the Dean meant, and was glad to find of tl 
himſelf at liberty. | F: 794 expe 


Tut Dean was an utter enemy to vanity, dreſs and print 
eftentarion 3 he liked to ſee every perſon appear, ac- tale, 
cording to his occupation and ability. A remarkable 
inſtance of this humour, appeared in his treatment of 

Grorce FAULKNER, his printer in Ireland. Faulk- Car 
NEA, from a low indigent ftate, - raiſed himſelf above 
want, by ſome papers that were given him by the 
Dean, and had 3 ſent to new- gate, for proving a 
fatyrical piece, ſuppoſed to be written by him. His 
fidelity on this occaſion, ingraciated him ſo far, in 
the Dean's fayour, that he was admitted to ſome de- — 
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gree of familiarity with. him, had the ſole printing of 
all his works, and received all the copies gratis. 
FauLK NES, elate with his ſucceſs, bought a genteel 
laced waiſteoat, and went, in a formal manner, to 
viſit the Deam The Dean, when he ſaw him thus 
bedeeked, though he knew him perfectly well, aſked 
him, Who he was, or if he had any buſineſs with 
« him?” FauLENsBR, aſtoniſhed at this diſtant be. 
haviour, anſwered, *©* Sir, don't you know your 
c humble ſervant, Gzorcs Faulkner ?” GORE 
* FAULKNER, replies the Dean, with fome warmth, . 
% Yoware a lyar, an impoſtor, a raſcal, Grorcs - 
* FAUEKNER is a plain honeſt printer; you are a 
« fribble, a beaux. Begone, ſarrah, or I will order 


„ my ſervants to kick you out of doors.“ Faul x- 


vu knew his temper too well to contend with him, 


went home, put on his uſual plain cloaths, and re- 


turned in a ſhort time. As foon as FAULKNER en- 
tered the room, the Dean roſe up and ſaluted him, in 
the moſt friendly manner, telling him, You are 


„ welcome, honeſt GBOROGR. There was an imper- 


« tment fop here juſt now, who would fain paſs hime 
* ſelf upon me for you; but I knew you too well to 
© ſuſpe&t you to be jackdawed up in a laced waiſt» 
* coat.” FAULKNER, aequieſeed in the ſeeming 
miſtake, paid his viſit, and departed with a low 
ſcrape. But, as I have given the characters of ſome - 
of the Dearf's friends and acquaintances, it may be 
that I ſhould alſo give ſome character of his 


printer. This, I find ſo well drawn in the following 


tale, that I ſhall make no further apology for intro-— 
ducing it. | Y YI 8 
Crivairy, no TRIrLx, or the Knicue | 

and bis LAT. A Tale. 


O packet arriv d? and the wind ſtill at Faf—— 
| Arbuckle ! — go, aſk if your /ady's undreſt : 


lm 


— 
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Bid ne to me ſtrait—And, in truth, am not 


| forry 
A packer, 3 ſo late in * day, wou d but hurry - 
And futter my ſpirits, which now are intent, 


On things of more moment = 
2 * a „ „ „ * „„ „ ( Hiatus walde 
N „ „% deflendus.). 
. Since Cheſter field went. 

That fer of his (which I took in- a % 
All day, plagues my head —and, all night, bowler 
oy” my re 
1 endet f have not · a line from Phil. Stanhope! 
He forgets his old crony and friend—(ſet the man up) 
Not five months ago, who, but I and my lord? +. 
(His excellence faith, is too formal a word) 


What Jokes have we crackt, and what mirth. have wo 


Rx oe} 
He little expected a genius in . 


How fond to aſk queſtions, concerning poor n 


1 gave him his works, as a preſent,. —not gift: 

The diſtinction is nice (and too nice for a dunce ) - 

| —5 Phil. took the Ny, and — at once 
PFllengage, he ima J only ſold bo: 
But he altes'> his _ when he travers'd my linker 
Why, my eyes ſpeak the thing ! nay, the dean has de- 
| clar'd, 

No man but himſelf, cou'd look more like as: | 
This Cheſterfield found too! And, this is a fact 
That no Peer, i in his choice, is more ſtrict and exact. 

Nay, the minute he ſaw me, he lid me, I'm told; 
Twas enough to make any man forward : and G! 2 
So ſoon to engage ſuch a ſharp, ſuch a nice eye, 
I might almoſt (with Cæſar) cry out Veni] Vici! 


Merit, yet, wil be found (let — ſay what they will) 


On this I depended On this I truſt 11! | 
Tho". the = having once but fir-nam'd me mow 
, Fools, "rol may laugh on—yet the iſ will com- 


mend! 


— hs of _ — 


+ Ego et Rex mens. 
| 7 Tus 83 
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On a ſubject ſo 
Thus aid, I ſay, to give place to my lady, 
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Tuus, 71 tho wound up to prate for an hour 
autiful — honour and power) 


Who, by * time, came down with an anſwer as 
ready: 

(So mild, and ſo brill! ſo, at intervals, chatty.! 

So alternately this—ſo alternately that-y!) 

Tis in yain to delay it, for I am. yodr wife— - 

And will be obey — a word, for your life ! 

Why, my nan, would. a ſoul in his ſenſes refuſe 

Such an, offer, for nothing — the man's a meer gooſe! 

In England, your thouſands are giv'n, (as the rate is} 

And your's (except fees) comes unlook A for, and gra- 
tis | 

Now, now is your time pr vibe, rouſe up your ſpirit, 


Vour Dorſets and DPevonſbires, ne'er knew your merit. 


Moxeove, I'll prove tis your intereſi to take it; 


8 2 Buy ythee fit down, and ſo clear will Imake.t, 


That, henceforth, no ſeraple, no doubt ſhall re- 


main, 


Vour conſcience to trouble, or harraſs your brain. 


Arbuckle, your lady and Lare agreed 
To ſup. by ourſelves.— Now, madam, proceed. 
And, if Kildare or Derry ſhou d happen to come, 
Say, I'm buy, d'ye hear? or, I wor'tbe at home. 
WnEN I think - on your Grierſons, your Smiths, _ 
__ the crew— 
(Oh! filthy mechanics). and then think on you! - 1 
Good Gods, how I fret and, at times, rail at grade: 
(This is but to my/elf;, tho at moſt, to my wok J 


. To readin the title page here, ſuch a /ift / 


And your name, with a—(G ) —prefixt, at the beſt. - 
Preach up patience to winds ! for 'tis not to be borne, 
G. Faulkner, indeed! how debas'd, how forlorn! 
Then to ſee the low creatures paſs by, with an air, 
And cry, hem! brother zews-paper, how do you fare? 
Is your wife in the country or town? curſe the brutes- 
My lady——her CO" how that ſuits ! 


— — — 


t She takes up a 5 of the Univerſal Hiſtory, 
xc. & c. &c. 
I wiſh 
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1 bn he bag wretches wou'd loan bur their dl, | 


ee; 
Im ſure, we want none of their belp or afiflance. - 
Simex the time that Phil. Stanhope firſt ar yon his 
hand, 
And ſqueez d you, and call d you his very ; yood friend: 
When your ** * and * ®'* and Deans (in a 
Were (fand! floop and kneel !) balf the * at his * 
wee 3 
And ade-de-con kurnells, and hungry nad ner. 72 
Were memorialiſis (at leaſt) if not humble petitioners-— 
You needed no round- about forc'd introducing! = 
Your name was enough! without /etters producing: 


Like the witch, you would ſay to the cloſet- dbor l | 


.Fly open, at once! for 'tis Faulkner — — 

There for hours could fit, and tell co 
While Exvy, pale Envy / ſtood biting her — 

Nay, he could do no 4% ! for all — will agree, 
Vou are twenty times more independant _ ber 5 
No courtier, whatever, is ſo unconſin d | 
As agentleman is L tell you my nd. 

Moreover, you hinted, vou — no > z 
For which I eſteem you, my life! more than erer: 
One man is as good as another, dye ſee 
There's nothing like n ons s head I 

; me! 
'So mack for the matter of int 'reft, my dear; | 

Your lady knows life, and the world, to a bair: | 
Kind ſo far I tell you, it bids us take Rill FOOLS 

The offer, ſo kindly propos'd by nen Phil. 


Mar I throw half a word in, by way ay | 


pet? 
TI tell you, my foul, when tis proper — not yer. 

Bur now I'm to prove tis your inf ref, at lea. 
And this I can too — and I a, er I reſt! 
What Faulkner, plain Faulbner has ſold for a ſhilling, 
Sir George may aſk tab for—and who'd be e 


— 


S Aid du camd coÞ nels, 


Townz 
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For, you know I was always a on 
0 
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I own; 1 think even ah A 
Much better (a penny a yarda th "Y A 
There's a great deal in Fete, e „my dear! 


Depend, What 1 fay is bür tig t 5 wee fear— * 
You always allow /d my iſco thn was nice; 
And e&'er you have printed, woul alk my advice: © 
Nay! * ſex haye declar d (WW i it went to dhein 
earts) 
That your lady, Sit George, ras al; 
"Twas the Dean to be ſare)'that' ſigni 
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of parts : ih 
A n £ 
of his 
We agreed in moſt chin; — wn, I was ready 
To break with him, once—for thoſe lines on a 4% 
To reſume ! Don t you ſee here _— before 
e; 3 
Plain let untitled's a terrible ſtory ! 
Are not cowards, once knighted, deem'd inſtantly float , 
They * 7 5 if they pleaſe or like H oY 
out: why pet 


What phy PA an, lber dares arb fee 


Like 8 his Coach? tho", but Glaſgow, M. 1 | 
All the world's à meer farce! tis as true, as 85 
ſtrange; 

But merit, plain merit, maſt truckle, and cringe! 

While folly and-i ignorance ſtuck in a coach, 
Still meet With e ; nor'e'er fel re froach. of 
Max 1 now al a queſtion or two b ce way? 
Not a a table, 'Grorge———Phoo! 8 george, 1 eld 
1 LS” WK: 0 


For, in. I feel 445 1 practiſe it too; 
There's a pleaſure in hat, tho" tis but ana noo f. 
But (all int'reſt apart) let's once think on the honour / 
(Here, the name of the thing brought a  ſimp-ring up- 

on her, | 

. Sig“ Glyx. and is lady, kalt night, came to 

* Yourn | | 
Her ne | breeds ages lady hip $ dann , 

. Poem on — lady, &c. xc. &c. 

2 Entre nous. 

| Miſs Lucy, in the Virgin unmaſk'd practices with 
ber chair, &c. &c. &c. 


L | Ig 


* Bee F T 
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ve * . 


| V gi & i A, home? my Sir Ar bed Wu 
! * how aal! 
| | 5 Trap hana, ho it fres me J 1 eee 0 K 
1 10000 e g en ben 0 
| — fog 
l 0 ' Shah, a 22 bee Pal. mighty ge [ 
8 and Tm pleas d whenever I talk on E 
= fetch me a Be "while f fold up a letter; 2 
1 3 * precious, ſounds better and better 5 
"$97 "rk ee, -N, at his Ke. ge” 
or, you know, . „ 1 
| A cabin's A e ANG. repo! *. 3 | 
| A chariot, (or TI be content with a Berlin) E 
| Twill * (let me ſee) but an hundred Lade f. ew. 1 
3 "We'll n. horſes, at firſt, if you will, bv the year; 
* For I never-ſhall re, till I knock up a pair! 
3 And than, by the ſcheme, (Doyou take me?) the be H 
*; Is the flableman's own, and nothing to us! T 
8 This Berli (or chariot). at once muff be bought; , St 
1 Or the tidle's a nuſauce,. and not worth a, graat:? her? 1 H 
1 Sir Seorge, or his lady once F A W 
Would indeed be a jef! and with reaſon enough. — | 
= Methinks, to the Ning, or the Strand, as I roll, - Fo 
WM I bear ſome people cry, Oh] that fortunate ſoul! 0 T! 
_— While others in Poggy' ca xe Ks net a head, 
if | * they) og to Rath ei fretthemſcly ; ad! Pr 
__ |] ter our .— > off to. F Shy 
(Where your oh long = on a ſchemy 5 be 0 
1 faving; 123 
= Thoſe d a a oe In Pa God) «T | * ws 
=. K look harp for the Dean on each fide of che road; | 
= Dean Delany, your ſervant, — Sir Georges. Jam an, =, 
= That's a _—_ ge you ride in. rent: ours: y 2 
= eed well h og WR 7 
3 | | is a m7 8 ne day! hh 
_ While lknow in his ſout 1 of his brothers Op 
1 | | He hates to . lumen ſwing: wang upen Jeathers.. af Brin 
J 
Wil. > ane a 
| | | 


'*. ate. * oc. A Ras 
\ 


* 
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up! 3 4 Kerner e 
And ſo I would, faith,” were His 707 Huben . 


Go which way you wilt, we muſt meet with our oven, / 
That curs'd nenbs- paper has mage us ſo Frown! 
Ey'ry ftockingleſs boy, as he bathes at Chntarf,,, | 
At Leh of the chariot, moſt fer up his laugh!!! 
And. ſwears to his comrogues,, he but yeſterday paid 
ou 3 
Two thirteens for the Journals — which Journals 
F 
Let them fay what they will! Give me once but my 
: coach; 1 « hag ht od 
Fit defpiſe izneand's , — and ſmile at reproach. © 
Nor but that. her glib tongue could have held for 
a year, 
Had. not paffion run high, and ſo ſfopt her career; 
The ſneers of the crowd, and the dread of ſome ſtories, 
Stopt her ſhort of her ſpeech, and abated her glories; - 
Her ladyſhip, now, beat a partey for Brat 
bag | Cage awoke: up —(as awaken d from 
+. death). e ae 8 i | | 
For as much as the name of the honoor had Bie him, 
The dread of expence, in proportion, depreſt himi ! * 
Troven highly I value a file, my dear 
Precedence, reſpec, and what not? vet I fear, - 
Should 1 take place, twould in time quits - 
= OY AE | 3 
Such a train of diſburfements at once would purſue : 
me! riod 
Beſides, tis a feather that cannot defcend ; 
It will ceaſe very ſęon, as with me it maſt end!, 
Tis true, while you live you're her ladyſbip ſtill, _ 
Yet it is but a father, advance what you will. 
A feather, d'ye call it? at the avord up ſhe roſe + 
In a fury not eaſy to tell but in proſe ; 
Come down, all ye muſes ! by pairs or by dozens ! 
Bring (with you) your families, nieces, and couſins ! 7 
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Tut, tune up your lyres ! to deſcribe (if you nh 


How the bu///e was ended, —and how it began 
Fell the town (for Ie tj how ſhe togk up = Hon; 


And as ſhe ** to ſpeak, male him, write word for for 
Word 
(Thus pi bee th tables are rn vice werſa, . 
Keps ſcribe to the text—ſhe ſtill pleading for 
| mercy!) | 


Ying, ſing away, girls! ſing away, for your lives — 


Or old maids ye ſhall die, all and never be wives ! 

Pr'ythee tell us the a/ how the ſupper was ſpoil'd; 

How Arbuckle look d pale how Sir George near 
run wild ! 

How he wrote to Phil. Stanhope, his word to make 

right good, 

And ſen bin immediately orders for Ini ght hood; 

How the letter was ſeal d“ when the letter was carry d, 

How the knight often curs'd the fad day he was mar- 

\ | 75d! 

How i impatient my y lady ſtill waits the reply; | 

For a lady ſhe Fer, ſhe uf? live] and 22 de 


To conclude. If we behold the Dean in all hu- 


mours and diſpoſitions, we may form various ſpecu- 
lations from the ſeveral weakneſſes, to which it is 


evident he was liable. His capacity and ſtrength of 


mind were undoubtedly equal to any taſk whatever. 


His-pride and his ſpirit, or ambition, call it by what 
name you pleaſe, was boundleſs; but his views were 
checked in his younger years, and the anxiety of that 
diſappointment had à viſible effect upon all his acti- 
ons. He was ſour and ſevere, but not abſolutely ill- 
natur'd. He was ſociable ogly to particular friends, 
and to them only at particular hours. He knew po- 
liteneſs more than he praQtiſed it. He was a mix- 
ture of avarice and generoſity : the former, was fre- 
quently prevalent; the latter, ſeldom appeared, unleſs 
excited by compaſſion. 

'He was open to adulation, and could not, or would 
not diſtinguiſh between low flattery and juſt applauſe. 


He was undiſtinguiſhed and perfectly fincere. He 
entered 


appear 


0 


„ 


wy 


Dr. JONATHAN SWFIT. 127 


entered into orders more from ſome private and fixed 


- reſolution, than from abſolute choice. - Be that as it 


may, he performed the duties of the church with 


; a punctuality, and a decent degree of devotion. 


He. read prayers rather in a ſtrong nervous voice, 
chan in a graceful manner; and although he hath 


een often accuſed of irreligion, nothing of that kind 
red in his converſation or behaviour. His caſt 
of mind induced him to think and ſpeak more of 
politics than of religion. His perpetual views were 
directed towards power: and his chief aim was to be 
remoyed into England; but when he found: himſelf 
entirely diſappointed, he turned his thoughts to op- 
poſition, and became the patron of Jreland, his na- 
tive country,. EF ; 5 
Tusa E was a certain maſterly conciſeneſs of ſtyle 
in the Dean's proſe works. The truth of this will 
appear by comparing him with ſome of the authors 


of his own time. Of theſe, Dr. TiLLoTsSoN and 


Mr. App1isoN are to be numbered among the moſt 
eminent. , Apbisown hath all the powers that can 


captivate. and improve; his diction is eaſy, his ri- 
.eds are, well, turned, his expreſſions are bowingiffd 


bis humour is delicate. | 2 
TilLrorson is nervous, grave, majeſtic, and per- 
ſpicuous. We muſt join both theſe characters toge- 


ther to form a true idea of the Dean, Yet as he out- 


does Apbison in humour, he excels, TrILorso in 
perſpicuity. The archbiſhop indeed confined himſelf 


to ſubjects relative to his profeſſion: but Appisan 


and the Dean are more diffuſive writers. They vary 

in their manner, and treat different topics, in a dif- 
ferent ſtyle. When the writings of Appison ter- 
minate in party, he loſes himſelf extremely, and, 


from a delicate and juſt comedian, deviates into one 


of the loweſt kind *. But the Dean appears like a 


maſterly gladiator; he wields the ſword of party with 
"caſe, juſtneſs and dexterity : and while he entertains 


| = See the papers, entitled, the F REEHOLDERS, 1 
he 
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ah rant and the r, be draus an equal alen 
om the learned and the great 
3 "Winn he is ſerious, his N botioriich bim — 
Shes he laughs, his readers muſt laugh with him. The 
Dean, it mult be acknowledged, had a certain Pos . i 


trifles, want of delicacy and decorum, errors that if 


he did not contract, at leaft he encreaſed in Ireland.” 


THz poetical performaners of the Dean, o — — . 
er o 


be conſidered as cccaſional poems, ftam' d 

pleaſe, or vex ſome particular perſons, we muſt not 
ſuppoſe'theny drfgnedfo or poſterity : If he had culti- 
vated his. genius in that way, he muft certainly” have 
excelled, eſpecially in ſatyr. 


THERE are 24 ſketches in vert of his pieces, 
but he ſeems more deſirous to inform, and ſtrengthen 


Dis mind, than to indulge the luxurianey of bis Ima- 
gination. He chooſes to diſcover and correct errors 


un the works of others, rather than to illuſtrate and add 


beauties to his own. Like a ſkilful artiſt, he is fond of 


probing wounds to their depth. and of enlarging them 
to open view. He prefers cauſties which corrode proud 
| *to. ſofter balſamies, which! give more immedinte 


He aims to be ſeverely uſeful, rather than po- 


ktely engaging. And as he was either not formed, 
er would not take pains to excel in poety, he became 
in ſome meaſure ſuperior to it; and aſfumed more the 
air and manners of a critic, than of 2 poet. Had he 
lived'in the ſame age with Hon cx, be wonld have 


| es nearer to bim, than any other poet: And, 


| we make an allowance for the different conrſe of 
ſtudy, and diſſerent form of government,” to which 
each of theſe great men were ſubfect, we may obſerve, 


in feveral inſtances, a ſtrong reſemblance between 


them. Both poets are equally diſtinguiſhed for wit and | 


humour. Each diſplays a peculiar Felicity in diction; 


but of the two, Hoa Ac is the more elegant and de- 


licate, while he condemns, he pleaſes; The Dean 


takes pleaſure in giving pain ; ; the diſſimilitude of 


their tempers, might be owing to the different turns 


in their fortunes, . The Dean early formed large views 


of ambition, and Was diſappointed. Horace, from 
a 


th. 
wm 
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an Exiled low ſtate, roſe into affluence, and enjoyed 
the favour and friendthip of Aveusr us. Each poet 

Was the delight of the principal perions of his age. 

"Cum magnis -vixijes, was not more applicable to 

"Horace, than to the Dean, They both were tem- 

perate, both were frugal ; and both were of the ſame , 

"Epicurean taſte, Horace had his Lyra; the 
Dean had his Vangssa. Horace had his Mecz- 

'NAS, and his AoA. The Dean had his Oxrorp, 
and his BorinBrokE,. Horace had his Varcil, 

the Dean his Por s. 

Arx the great names, which I have Juſt now 


D 


: mentioned, it is matter of aſtoniſſiment, to find the 
8 ſame perſon, who had enjoyed the higheſt, and the 
oh - beſt converſation, equally delighted with the loweſt and 
a || the worſt: And yet, it is certain, that from the 
is Dean's ſettlement in Dab/in, his choice of ſome com- 


ad Panions, . ſhewed him of a very odd taſte. 
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| 46 E 18, line 6 iecati ica- 
= A 18, line 6, for appiecation, read a 


_ tion.——p. 19, J. 13, for this immediate, #ead of 
this immediate. —p. 36, J. 22, for perſumed, 
read preſumed, —-p. 38, J. 36, for particular, read par- 
ticular. —þ. 39, J. 4, for as ſerious, read a ſetious. 
p. 55, J. 6. for umbraced, read unbrace. 
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